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Dear Parishioners, I remember a few years ago a disgruntled parishioner pulling me aside after Mass to 
remonstrate with me because someone had sat in ‘their’ seat in the Church. The argument went “I have been 
coming to this Church for many years and everybody knows I sit there”. Of course, at the time I was rather taken 
aback but now I smile about that situation. Often where we sit in Church is important to us but what we must 
remember is that there will be occasions when someone gets there first or we are called to give up our seat for 
someone who may need it more, just as we would on the bus or the train. This is the message of our second reading 
this weekend. We must remember that as Christians, if we have the best seat, we may be called to give it up for 
those less fortunate than we are and as a matter of service we place ourselves ‘on the floor by the footrest’. Of 
course, in Church it matters not whether we are sat on the bench or on the floor, what matters is that we are there, 
God bless Fr Andrew.   

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 

23rd SUNDAY ON ORDINARY TIME YEAR B 
 
Sunday 5th                                           5.30pm (Sat)                   Kath Lloyd’s Birthday Intention            
                                                              9.00am                             Peter and Mary Higgins 60th Wedding Anniversary                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                             11.00am                             People of the Parish                                                                            
 
Monday 6th                                                                          No Mass                               
                                                                                               
 
Tuesday 7th                                        10.00am                              Service of Word and Communion                                    
                                                               5.30pm                              Reception. Don Meehan RIP 
 
Wednesday 8th                                   10.15am                               Funeral Mass Don Meehan RIP  
                                                                                    
Thursday 9th                                        9.30am                               Anne Sheahan (Birthday)   
                                                                                            
 
Friday 10th                                            9.30am                               Aurelia Pizzilli RIP   
                                                                                                               
                                                                                                                     
Saturday 11th            
Vigil Mass                                          5.30pm                               P. J. O’Reilly RIP            
 

Confessions. 11.00am-11.30am on Saturday mornings and after 5.30pm Mass  
on Saturday evening. 

 

______________________________________________ 

 
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B 

 
Sunday 12th                                             9.00am                              Anne Dyer RIP                                                                          
                                                              11.00am                              People of the Parish                                          
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Clergy Support Group. I will be away with my clergy support group from Monday evening until 
Wednesday morning. Please do remember us in prayer.  

Covid Memorial Service. This event has been organised by Shirley Churches Together and is on 
Sunday 12th September at 3pm in Shirley Park. Please do try and come along.   

Children’s Liturgy. Several people have asked about the possibility of Children’s Liturgy resuming. I 
think a realistic aim would be after the October Half Term. I would like to meet with all those who were 
involved and who would like to be involved in leading Children’s Liturgy on Thursday September 9th at 
7.30pm in the Parish Hall. Many thanks. 

RIP. Please pray for Don Meehan, Rex Fox, Patrick Reilly, and Helena Gallagher who have died 

recently. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.  

Welcome back. To our school community who return on Monday. We pray for a successful 2021/22 
academic year.  

Baptisms:  Please pray for Eloise and Lydia Ogden, Grayson Wilkes, Auria Taylor, Melody O Brien, 
Charles Rogers and Ralph Hopcraft who are to be baptised this weekend. We welcome them into the 
life of the Church. 

Divine Mercy Prayer Group. Interest has been expressed in starting a prayer group to the Divine 

Mercy. If you are interested or for more information, please contact Tom Hart on 01564 782876 

Deacon Sean’s latest book and the final one in the series he has been writing is now available to 
buy. It’s called, ‘Servants of the Word – The Gospel of Christ and the Call to Discipleship,’ 
and you can find more information about it on our web site. You can purchase the book directly from 
Amazon in dual format for £6.99. However, Deacon Sean is able to offer copies to the parish from the 
piety stall for £5, with all profits going to Father Hudson’s Care. We only have a limited number 
available but if you miss out we can always order you a copy at the discounted rate.  
 

Lodgings Required:  Two female volunteers are coming to work for a year on the Columban “Faith 
in Action” programme and they are looking for lodgings in the area – ideally with good transport links 
to Widney Manor (St Columbans House) and Digbeth.  They start in September.  If anyone in the parish 
can help, or knows someone who can, could they please get in touch with Helena – 07798 328183, or 

email Helena.madden@btinternet.com 

Collection:  29th August 2021:  Gift Aid: £140.00    Loose: £417.67     Standing Order: £761.00 Total: 
£1318.67 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 

TODAY’S MASS:   

First Reading: Isaiah 35: 4-7.  The ears of the deaf shall be unsealed and the tongues of the dumb shall 

be loosed. 

Responsorial Psalm:  My soul, give praise to the Lord. 

Second Reading: St. James 2: 1-5.  God chose the poor to be the heirs to the kingdom. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Speak, Lord, your servant is listening:  you have the 
message of eternal life. Alleluia! 

The Gospel according to Mark 7: 31-37.  He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 

Communion Antiphon:  Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, 

my God; my soul is thirsting for God, the living God. 


