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19th July 2020 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

…………………………………………………………………………………......................................  
Dear Parishioners, 

 

Have you ever formed a poor opinion of someone and discover later that you were wrong? Did you ever judge someone badly 

and discover later that your judgment was incorrect? Anytime we judge others we need to be aware that we may not have the full picture 

and so we may not be fair in our judgments of others. The weeds or darnel that some enemy sowed among the wheat in the parable 

taught by Jesus looked very like the wheat in their early growth, so that it was really impossible to decide properly which was the wheat 

and which the weed. Aren’t we blessed that God has the bigger picture and not our feeble judgments! God is much more merciful and 

patient than we are. In this parable today, Jesus advised not to pull up the weeds before the harvest i.e. not to let our opinions interfere 

with how we treat others. If we are tempted to judge others negatively, I would suggest two things:  

 

Firstly, think of the love of God for others. Even if we cannot see the love of God in others right now, can you see Jesus crucified in 

them?  If we do find ourselves succumbing to forming negative opinions of others, we should not allow those negative opinions to  

interfere in how we treat others. It would be better for us to concentrate on removing the weeds from our lives than judging others. So, 

what practical steps are we undertaking to remove the darnel from our lives? The spiritual prescription would be:  pray as much as 

possible every day. Read the Bible every day. If you are new to reading the Bible regularly begin with the Gospels, perhaps Luke or John.  

 If at all possible go to daily Mass.  Receive the sacrament of Reconciliation frequently.      God bless you all.        Fr Gerardo. x 

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME: YEAR A 
 

Sunday 19th                           10.00am           People of the Parish 
July                                             

_____________________________________________________  
 

Monday 20th                                                                    No Mass  

                                                                                                                                                                                              

Tuesday 21st                            9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Tom and Mary Harrison R.I.P  
                                                                                    

Wednesday 22nd                     9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Sean Callaghan R.I.P    
           
Thursday 23rd                 9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Tom and Kate Barry  
 
Friday 24th                            10.00am            Mary Mathers R.I.P  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Saturday 25th                          9.00am            Placentino Fabrizio R.I.P 

_______________________________________________ 

 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:    YEAR A 

                                                   

Sunday 26th                             10.00am           People of the Parish  
July                                          
 



SCHEDULED REOPENING OF CHURCH + SUNDAY MASS:     SUNDAYS 10.00am 
26th JULY:  FR GERARDO’S FAREWELL MASS. 
 
Sunday, 26th July will be Fr Gerardo’s final Sunday Mass here in the Parish. Weather permitting and the decision will taken 
on Thursday evening, the celebration of Mass will take place on the School Field. This will allow more people to attend and 
whilst still keeping social distancing, there will be a bit more flexibility in how Mass will be celebrated, including singing. 
Please God, the sun will be shining and although the occasion is sad in many respects, as it will be Fr Gerardo’s final Mass, 
it will hopefully be a joyful occasion which will be filled with thanksgiving to God for his priestly ministry here in Shirley. 
At 6pm on 26th July, there will also be a celebration on the lawn immediately to the rear of the church, where we can come 
together for a drink and a chat. Please do come along if you can and we would be grateful if you could also bring your own 
glasses, as this will save on the washing up afterwards. Wine and soft drinks will be available. Hopefully, it be a pleasant 
summer’s evening, so please do pray for good weather next Sunday. Sadly, it rained on St Swithen’s Day!  
 
FR ANDREW FRANKLIN – THE NEW PARISH PRIEST: Fr Andrew has been appointed by the Archbishop as the 
new Parish Priest of Our Lady of the Wayside. He is currently PP of St Joseph’s Church in Whitnash. Fr Andrew will be 
arriving here in the middle of August to take up his new appointment. His first Mass will be on 15th August. Please do keep 
him in your prayers and he is very much looking forward in moving to Shirley. Fr Timothy Ford will be supplying at the 
parish for the first two Sundays of August: 2nd and 9th.   
 
PRAYERS: Please remember in your prayers the sick and housebound of our parish, especially for Margaret Hayes at 
this time. Thank you.  
 
IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of Mary Mathers R.I.P who died recently. May 
she rest in peace.   
 
DEACON SEAN’S NEW BOOK: Deacon Sean has just released a new book called: ‘Only in the Crucified God - 
Questions and Answers on Faith, Hope and Love.’ It is only available form Amazon.co.uk but you can get it in two 
formats as a digital copy or as a traditional paper-back edition. All profits from the sale of the book are being donated to 
CAFOD. In the book Deacon Sean reflects on the many questions he has been asked over the years by providing answers 
which aim to deepen people’s faith in the Crucified God. It would make a great summer read! If you would like a copy of 
the book then you will have to order it for yourself directly from Amazon. Deacon Sean will, of course, be very happy to 
sign it. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: For the time being, the celebration of Confession using the Confessional in the 
Day Chapel is suspended. Fr Gerardo is happy to hear Confessions in the Presbytery garden (weather permitting). Please 
contact Fr Gerardo directly at the Presbytery, should you wish to avail yourselves of the Sacrament.  
 
BAPTISMS: The Bishops’ Conference has produced guidelines on how Baptisms are to be conducted. With the need for 
social distancing still continuing, the number of those participating at a Baptism Service is limited to a maximum of 
thirty people. However, in our church, this figure will be reduced further to a maximum of ten people, excluding the 
Celebrant. Baptisms will be celebrated with one family at a time and will be conducted in the Baptistery and Narthex. The 
main body of the church will not be in use. Moreover, Baptisms within the context of Mass are still prohibited. Thank you 
for your patience.  
 
REQUIEM MASSES AND FUNERAL SERVICES: Although these Services can now resume, regrettably, they are 
still suspended here in Church until further notice. Cleaning the Church adequately for these occasions and after will 
prove to be difficult.  Fr Gerardo, will however, celebrate a private Mass for a deceased person on the day of their funeral.  
 
WEDDINGS: The Bishops’ Conference has produced guidelines on how Wedding Services or Nuptial Masses will be 
conducted. With the need for social distancing still continuing, the number of those participating is limited to a 
maximum of thirty people.  
 
COLLECTION: 12th July   – Gift Aid £.    Loose:      £         Standing Order: £603.00.  
Father O’Mahony Trust:  
.................................................................................................................................................................  
TODAY’S MASS:  First Reading:   Wisdom 12:13,16-19 After sin you will grant repentance. 

Responsorial Psalm  85  R. ‘O Lord you are good and forgiving’.  
Second Reading:  A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 8: 26-27   The Spirit expresses our plea in a way that  
could never be put into words. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!    May the Father of Our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our mind, so that  
we can see what hope his call holds for us. Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew 13:24- 43   Let them grow together till the harvest. 
Communion Antiphon:  The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a memorial of his wonders: he gives food to those  
who fear him.  


