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5th July 2020 
 
 
My dear Parishioners, 
 
 
  I hope you and your families are keeping well and safe at this time. Now that 
the restrictions imposed upon us as a result of the Coronavirus Pandemic have begun 
to ease, we can try to return to some form of normality, including the ability to come 
together for the celebration of Mass. This will be different from what we were used to, 
as we have to ensure that those who do participate in church, are kept safe from the 
possibility of infection. I am therefore, immensely grateful to the ‘Reopening Church 
Committee’ for all its hard work in ensuring that protocols for the reopening of our 
Church will run as smoothly and as safely as possible. It will be wonderful in being able 
to see you at Mass once again with your families. I do look forward in saying hello  and 
seeing how you all are. So much as happened since March when were last together.  
 

 These past few months have been strange for me and no doubt for you as well. 
All of us, have made personal sacrifices through social distancing in not being able to 
meet up with family and friends. I too, have had to limit my pastoral contact with 
people and being instructed to celebrate Mass on my own without a congregation, has 
been a rather odd experience. Nevertheless, since the lockdown began, I have 
continued to remember all of you in my prayers at daily Mass. This now brings me to 
the next point, which is not easy for me to do. Indeed, it is with a heavy heart that I 
share the following news with you.  
 

Within a few weeks from now, I will be leaving Our Lady of the Wayside Parish 
and stepping down as your Parish Priest. My final weekend here will be 25th/26th July. 
I apologise if this has come as an unexpected shock to you and I am sorry too that I 
have had to communicate this news by way of  a letter.  The Archbishop has asked me 
to embark upon a new role within the Archdiocese. He has asked me to join the 
Formation Staff at Oscott College and take on the position of the new ‘Pastoral 
Director’ there. As ‘Pastoral Director’, I will be responsible for overseeing the 
formation of seminarians who hope to become future priests for the dioceses of 
England, Wales and Scotland, including our own here in Birmingham. 

 
 



The new academic term will begin in late August, so I will need to be well settled 
in to Oscott before that time. This is why I need to leave the parish in good time and I 
am sure you will understand. This will obviously mean that a new Parish Priest will 
eventually be appointed to take over my responsibilities here at Our Lady of the 
Wayside. At present, I do not know who my successor will be. However, I have every 
confidence that whoever is appointed, he will be made to feel welcome by yourselves, 
so that when he does arrive, he will feel very much at home in his new parish. 
 

For myself, I feel so privileged in having had the opportunity of serving you here 
at Our Lady of the Wayside as your Pastor. These past seven years have flown by! It 
truly has been an honour in accompanying and ministering to you on your journey of 
faith. I hope too, that I have been able to fulfil my role as Parish Priest as diligently and 
as faithfully as possible.  

 
One of the great blessings of being an ordained minister, is that I am able to 

share in a unique way as your spiritual father, your joys and hopes, but also your daily 
burdens too. What a remarkable parish that we have here in Shirley with its wealth of 
talent and gifts, which parishioners give so generously for the wellbeing and continued 
growth of the parish community. I will bring many happy and wonderful memories 
with me, as I hope to share my positive experiences of parish life with the seminarians 
at Oscott College. In my turn, I am grateful to everyone in the parish for their kindness, 
affection and support shown me during these past seven years. I have valued this 
immensely, as it has meant the world to me.  

 
 Finally, all I ask, is that you will continue to remember me in your prayers. This 

is by far the greatest parting gift I can hope to receive from you. Once again, thank you 
to everyone and be assured of my prayers for you and your loved ones. God bless you 
all and may the intercession and prayers of our Blessed Mother, Our Lady of the 
Wayside, protect and keep you always in her embrace and under her maternal smile.  
 
 
With love, prayers and every blessing for the future. 
 
 

Fr Gerardo. Xx 
 
 
 


