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12th July 2020 
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

…………………………………………………………………………………......................................  
Dear Parishioners, 

Today’s Gospel marks the beginning of the third long discourse given by Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. Over the next few 

weeks, the Gospel readings will consist of the entire 13th Chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, a lengthy teaching discourse. Throughout this 

discourse, Jesus offers several parables to illustrate for his listeners what he means by the kingdom of heaven. He begins with the parable 

of the sower, which appears rather straightforward—of course seeds grow best in good soil. Seeds that miss the soil, are sown on rocky 

ground, or are sown among other plants will not grow. The surprise in the parable is the enormous yield of the seed that is sown on good 

soil. To bring home the point, Jesus interprets the parable of the sower to his disciples. The different types of soil in which the seeds are 

sown are metaphors for the disposition with which each individual hears the teaching about the kingdom of heaven. Some will be easily 

swayed away from the kingdom of heaven. Some will receive it for a time but will lose it when faced with difficulties. Some will  

hear the word but will then permit other cares to choke it out. Yet some will receive it well, and the seed will produce abundant fruit. 

As we can see from the parable, God is very liberal and he lets his Word fall in all sorts of different places and we find that it is 

quite difficult to work out what constitutes the good or bad soil we heard about in the parable. What to us might appear to be rather 

good soil may turn out to be completely infertile. And people and places that we think might turn out to be unreceptive to God’s Word 

may actually be where it is embraced most fully. The point of the reading is that we should constantly ask ourselves what kind of soil we 

are? Are our hearts full of stones or thorns? Or are our hearts places of rich and fertile soil that enables the Word of God to bear a rich 

harvest? Do we see his Word multiplying before our eyes? Is the harvest that we bring in going to be a hundredfold or something far 

 more modest?   God bless you all.        Fr Gerardo. x 

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

FIFTTEENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME: YEAR A 
 

Sunday 12th                           10.00am           Benjamin Duffy R.I.P   
July                                             

_____________________________________________________  
 

Monday 13th                                                                    No Mass  

                                                                                                                                                                                              
Tuesday 14th                           9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Glenys Higgins R.I.P 
                                                                                    

Wednesday 15th                      9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Thomas Reidy R.I.P  
           
Thursday 16th                9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              James Kenneally R.I.P 
 
Friday 17th                            10.00am             Norman Clark R.I.P  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Saturday 18th                          9.00am            Philip Winsper R.I.P  

_______________________________________________ 

 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:    YEAR A 

                                                   
Sunday 19th                             10.00am           People of the Parish 
July                                          



SCHEDULED REOPENING OF CHURCH + SUNDAY MASS:     SUNDAYS 10.00am 
 
A very warm welcome to everyone today as we re-open our church for the second celebration of Sunday Mass. It was so 
beautiful once again, in being able to celebrate Mass last week with a congregation and to hear the responses being made 
by everyone present. During lockdown, it was rather odd to make the customary greetings within Mass and not having 
anyone responding. However, thank God, there were about one hundred parishioners present last Sunday and although 
we were limited as to what we could do, it was nevertheless an uplifting moment in being able come together as a 
community of faith. I am sure for many of you, receiving Holy Communion for the first time in such a long while, was both 
poignant and full of emotions. 
 
At present, we hope to progress slowly with only one celebration of Sunday Mass which will be open for parishioners in 
attending at the new time of 10.00am. Weekday Masses will continue as before, but without the presence of a 
congregation. Fr Gerardo is very grateful to members of the ‘Reopening Committee’ and all those parishioners who have 
kindly volunteered to clean the church and those who will be acting as Stewards. A great amount of hard work has been 
undertaken to ensure that our Church is a clean environment for people to come into and stringent procedures are now in 
place, so that parishioners can rest assured that they will be kept safe.  Please remember too, that the Sunday Mass 
Obligation is still suspended for the time being, and parishioners must not feel compelled in coming to church at this 
present time.  
 
If you want to be at present at Mass, then it will be necessary to use the online booking system that is in place, as we can 
only accommodate a limited number of people in Church at any given time, so that we can comply adequately with social 
distancing measures. It will be important for people to follow the instructions given them at every Mass, especially in 
regards to seating arrangements and also in the reception of Holy Communion.  I am sure you will understand the 
importance of this. 
 
IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of James Kenneally R.I.P who died recently. 
May he rest in peace.   
 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION: For the time being, the celebration of Confession using the Confessional in the 
Day Chapel is suspended. Fr Gerardo is happy to hear Confessions in the Presbytery garden (weather permitting). Please 
contact Fr Gerardo directly at the Presbytery, should you wish to avail yourselves of the Sacrament.  
 
BAPTISMS: The Bishops’ Conference has produced guidelines on how Baptisms are to be conducted. With the need for 
social distancing still continuing, the number of those participating at a Baptism Service is limited to a maximum of 
thirty people. However, in our church, this figure will be reduced further to a maximum of ten people, excluding the 
Celebrant. Baptisms will be celebrated with one family at a time and will be conducted in the Baptistery and Narthex. The 
main body of the church will not be in use. Moreover, Baptisms within the context of Mass are still prohibited. Thank you 
for your patience.  
 
REQUIEM MASSES AND FUNERAL SERVICES: Although these Services can now resume, regrettably, they are 
still suspended here in Church until further notice. Cleaning the Church adequately for these occasions and after will 
prove to be difficult.  Fr Gerardo, will however, celebrate a private Mass for a deceased person on the day of their funeral.  
 
WEDDINGS: The Bishops’ Conference has produced guidelines on how Wedding Services or Nuptial Masses will be 
conducted. With the need for social distancing still continuing, the number of those participating is limited to a 
maximum of thirty people.  
 
COLLECTION: 5th July   – Gift Aid £.    Loose:      £         Standing Order: £603.00.  
Father O’Mahony Trust:  
.................................................................................................................................................................  
TODAY’S MASS:   

First Reading:   Isaiah 55 : 10 -11  The rain makes the earth give growth. 
 
Responsorial Psalm  64 R. Some seed fell into rich soil and produced its crop. 
 
Second Reading:  A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 8: 18-23   The whole creation is eagerly waiting for  
God to reveal his sons. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!    Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the message of eternal life! 
Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew 13: 1-23  A sower went out to sow. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Taste and see that the lord is good, blessed the man who seeks refuge in him.  


