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28th June 2020  
SOLEMNITY OF SS PETER AND PAUL 

…………………………………………………………………………………......................................  
Dear Parishioners, 

Today we celebrate the solemnity of SS Peter and Paul. Each of these two saints is important for different reasons. 
Peter is important because he was the first Pope and kept the church united which was growing very rapidly in the years 
following Pentecost. In the first years after Pentecost it was Jews who accepted Jesus as the Saviour and so the early church 
was a very Jewish church. But as time went on Paul began to preach also to non-Jews, the Gentiles as they were called. All  
of us are Gentiles. His preaching was very successful and he brought huge numbers of non-Jews into the church, so  
much so, that the number of Jews in the church was greatly outnumbered by non-Jews. It is because of Paul that we are  
now in the Church. So both Peter and Paul had very important tasks in the early church, Peter maintaining the unity in the 
church which during his lifetime had already spread throughout the Middle East and Europe, and Paul who taught the Jews 
that Jesus is the fulfilment of their Old Testament hopes and taught the non-Jews that Jesus is the Saviour. 

As we look at the personalities of Peter and Paul, we see that God called them to use their personalities to spread 
the Gospel, Peter to use his impetuous love to look after the flock, and Paul to use his training as a Pharisee and his strength 
of character to ensure that the non-Jews would be welcomed into the church. It is a reminder to us that our talents and our 
weaknesses too can become God’s means of helping others, if we allow to work in and through us. We don’t have to be 
perfect for God to work through us, God can work through us, faults and all, as he did with Peter and Paul. 

  With love and prayers,  Fr Gerardo. x 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

SOLEMNITY OF SS PETER AND PAUL 
 

(Vigil Mass)                       5.30pm           Solihull Catenian Mass for Vocations 
Sunday 28th                             9.00am           People of the Parish 
June                                           11.00am           Mary Plunkett R.I.P 

_____________________________________________________  
Monday 29th                                        9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                     Patrick Bradley R.I.P   

                                                                                                                                                                                              
Tuesday 30th                           9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                    Brian Jordan R.I.P 
                                                                                    

Wednesday 1st                         9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                    Mary McLean R.I.P 
           
Thursday 2nd               9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                    Rose Hyland R.I.P 
 
Friday 3rd                              10.00am            Michael Mooney R.I.P 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Saturday 4th                           9.00am            Sr Paula Cahill R.I.P               

_______________________________________________ 

 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME:    YEAR A 

                                                   

Sunday 5th                             10.00am           People of the Parish   
July                                          



SCHEDULED REOPENING OF CHURCH + SUNDAY MASS:  
 

Dear Everyone, 

I am sure that you are aware that the Government has given permission for religious services to restart from 4th July. 

It is Fr Gerardo’s hope that we will be able restart mass at Our Lady of the Wayside Church from Sunday 5th July. We know that returning 
to Mass in our own Parish Church is something many of you have looked forward to for a long time.   

The ‘Re-Opening the Church Committee’ has already met to consider how we can achieve this. The safety of our parishioners is 
paramount and therefore we will only open for mass on the 5th July at 10.00am if it is safe to do so. 

We are required to fulfil a set of new rigorous requirements placed on us to ensure the safety of anyone coming to a re-opened church 
for mass and without sufficient Volunteers from within the Parish to help satisfy these we will not be able to re-open for Mass.  

Apart from ensuring we have sufficient supplies of the necessary cleaning materials, sanitisers and personal protective equipment we 
need members of the Parish to volunteer for the following tasks:- 

1.  To clean the church to the necessary standard.  

An initial cleaning session will be required on Saturday 4th July to enable us to re-open but subsequently, cleaning after each mass could 
be completed within the hour, providing we can get sufficient people to join the team. We hope that sufficient numbers of people will 
volunteer to allow us to form more than one team to reduce the pressure on everyone. 

2. To act as Stewards  

Stewards, will be required to be at Church by 9.30am on Sunday. Their duties will revolve largely around escorting Parishioners to and 
from their seats and dealing with any unanticipated situations that may arise. Full training will be provided. This will take place at 6.00pm 
On Thursday 2ndJuly.  We have estimated how many Stewards will be required for Mass but again hope that sufficient numbers volunteer 
to allow us to form more than one team.  

May we therefore take this opportunity to seek your help and ask you to volunteer for either of or both roles of Cleaner and Steward. 
Sadly, without enough parishioners coming forward we may not be able to re-start services  

We ask of course, that anyone in a vulnerable category exercise due discretion in volunteering. 

Going forward Mass will be quite different. 

• You will have to book in (more of this in a second email) 

• Upon arrival at church, you may have to queue (at either front or rear entrance) maintaining a 2 meter social distance in line with 
markings on the ground.  

• You are asked to bring your own mask with you and wear it for the whole of mass, except when receiving Holy Communion 

• Upon entrance to the narthex or rear porch, you will be asked to sanitise your hands and then wait to be called forward. 

• A steward will then ask you your name(s) and take you to your pre-allocated seat(s) 

• You will stay in your seat(s) for the whole of mass; communion will be brought to you by either Fr Gerardo or Deacon Sean 

• There will be no servers.  Fr Gerardo and Deacon Sean will keep to separate parts of the sanctuary, maintaining the correct social 
distance. 

• The reader will have no lectern and use her/his own missal 

• A member of the ROC committee will talk to the congregation before mass starts 

• Mass will only start when everyone queuing has been seated. 

• Just before Holy Communion, Fr Gerardo will hold up the consecrated host and say “Body of Christ” and then the chalice, saying 
“Blood of Christ”.  Each time, we will reply “Amen”.  Communion, under one kind only, will then be distributed in silence. 

• When safe to do so, a steward will invite you to leave church in an orderly fashion, carefully maintaining social distance 

• There will be no candles, no visits to the Lady Chapel, no piety stall, no Tradecraft stall. 

• There will be no singing  

• There will be no visits to the sacristy. 

• The toilets will be locked 

• The Day chapel and the balcony will be out-of–bounds. 

We ask you to bear with us in all this.  It may seem draconian but it is all designed to keep us all as safe as possible.  The parish has 
received extensive guidance both from the Bishop’s Conference as well as from the Vicar General’s office.  It is these guidelines that we 
are seeking to follow.  

Please also consider your ability to cope with the new arrangements which may be physically demanding for some Parishioners before 
you consider booking into a Mass.  

We are adopting a “Baby Steps” approach to re-starting mass.  As we get used to it and as lockdown hopefully eases, we look forward to 
relaxing some of these restrictions. 



Nevertheless, despite these restrictions, it will be wonderful when we can gather again as a community and worship our God through the 
celebration of Holy Mass.  There will be a very special joy at our first mass back together again. 

Looking forward to seeing you very soon 

The Re-Opening the Church Committee 

 
 
IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Brian Jordan R.I.P; Mary McLean R.I.P and  
James Kenneally R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace.   
 
CAFOD: These are difficult times. Many of us here in the UK have suffered terribly because of coronavirus, coping with 
grief, anxiety and hardship. In the world’s poorest countries, health care systems are not coping with the coronavirus and 
families are going hungry because people cannot go out to earn money. CAFOD is helping protect and improve the lives 
of our sisters and brothers during this global emergency. If you are in a position to support our Coronavirus Appeal, you 
can donate at cafod.org.uk/coronavirus 
 
MARMALADE is back!  Maggie Jennings has several boxes of marmalade, made in preparation for sale after Easter, 
and now that the lockdown is easing a little she feels able to offer it to those who are desperate for their morning fix!  
Please ring her on 0121 744 5916 to arrange a time to collect a jar or 2 from my house.  Sorry, no home delivery.  Many 
thanks. 
 
ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY: John and Pat Curran have returned from their 5th visit in 5 weeks to St Chads Sanctuary. 
Yet again, thanks to the generosity of the parishioners they went with a car loaded with food! Because of the amazing  
response to their request, the Sanctuary  is now very well stocked and do not require any more food items. If parishioners 
have already bought food or are waiting for items to be delivered, they will of course be happy to collect any residual 
items and take it to them. The need now is for fhe following Men’s clothes please:- 
 
* Shoes and Trainers any Size but particularly 6,7 and 8. 
* Jeans 
* T Shirts 
 
All clothes should washed before being donated.  
 
The change in food stock levels at St Chads is in no small part down to the phenomenal response of the parishioners at 
Our Lady of the Wayside- an amazing achievement during this difficult time. They are extremely thankful for everyone’s 
help. 
 
Donations can be dropped off at this address: 
Pat and John Curran 
12 Fairford Close 
Solihull B91 1 JF 
Tel: 0121 744 6096               (Please call to let John and Pat know that you are coming)  
                                                       Once again, thank you for your help and generosity at this time. 

 

COLLECTION: 21st June   – Gift Aid £.    Loose:      £         Standing Order: £603.00.  
Father O’Mahony Trust:  
.................................................................................................................................................................  
 

TODAY’S MASS:   

First Reading:  Acts 12: 1-11   Now I Know the Lord really did save me from Herod. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 33   R. ‘From all my terrors the Lord set me free. 
 
Second Reading:  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18  All there is to come now is the crown of righteousness reserved for me. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!   You are Peter and on this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the  
underworld can never hold out against it. Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew 16: 13-19 You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Petr said to Jesus: You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. And Jesus replied:  
You are Peter, and upon this rack I will build my Church.  

 


