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10th  May 2020  
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

…………………………………………………………………………………......................................  
Dear Parishioners, 

The readings for the last few Sundays have been about the Resurrection, but today’s Gospel takes us back in 
time to an event in Jesus’ life before his Passion. Jesus tells his disciples that he is going to prepare a place for them in  
his Father’s house. He promises that where he is going, his disciples will be able to follow. Thomas, who will later doubt 
the disciples’ reports that they have seen the Risen Lord, contradicts Jesus by saying that the disciples don’t know where 
Jesus is going or how to get there. Jesus explains that he himself is the way, the truth, and the life. In knowing and loving 
Jesus, the disciples now love God the Father. 

 
The connection between Jesus and his Father, between Jesus’ work and the work of the Father, is made clear in 

today’s Gospel. Jesus is in the Father, and God the Father is in Jesus. As God spoke his name to Moses, “I am,” so too 
Jesus speaks his name to his disciples: “I am the way and the truth and the life.” The revelation of the Trinity is completed 
in the passage that follows today’s reading, and it is the Gospel for next Sunday. Because Jesus goes away, the Father 
will send in Jesus’ name the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will continue the work of the Father and of Jesus. 

With love and prayers,  Fr Gerardo. X 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK   
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER     YEAR A 
 

(Vigil Mass)                       5.30pm          Billy Long & Maureen Brazier R.I.P 
Sunday 10th                             9.00am          People of the Parish 
May                                            11.00am          Pat Raftery R.I.P 

_____________________________________________________  
  

Monday 11th                             9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)            Special Intention  
                                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday 12th                            9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)            Jo Fogarty  
                                                                                    

Wednesday 13th                      9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)            Patrick Duffy  
                             
Thursday 14th                          9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)             Sue Butler  
 
Friday 15th                             10.00am         Jacky Schouten R.I.P    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Saturday 16th                          9.00am         Mary Sheridan R.I.P    

_______________________________________________ 

 

SIXTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER     YEAR A 
 
(Vigil Mass)                      5.30pm          Robert & Maria Wharton  (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
Sunday 17th                            9.00am          People of the Parish  
May                                        11.00am          John and Joan Flynn  



IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Alice Arlington R.I.P, Kevin Kearns, R.I.P 
Kevin Painting R.I.P, and Robert Hand R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace.   
 
ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY: John Curran has volunteered for many years at St Chads Sanctuary teaching English to 
refugees and asylum seekers. The Sanctuary has been in contact with John and Pat to say that they are still providing  food 
to those who need it in these difficult times, but unfortunately are running out very fast. They have used up the majority of 
what they have and are now desperately in need of more supplies. We appreciate that shopping is difficult for everyone at 
this time with long queues and restrictions on how much can be bought, but would like to put an appeal out to the whole 
Parish to donate whatever parishioners are able to. Pat and John are happy to collect food at their house and arrange to 
drop it all off at the Sanctuary. For those confined to their homes, they will be happy to come and collect any donations. 
They will also ensure that social distancing and hygiene is adhered to, so as not to put anyone at risk. The Sanctuary needs:- 
 
*Tinned Fish (supplies completely depleted at the Sanctuary) 
*Tinned Vegetable based  soups 
*Tinned tomatoes 
*Tinned vegetables 
*Tinned pulses such as kidney beans and chickpeas 
* Tinned Fruit 
* Womens’ Sanitary Towels 
* Nappies 
 
Donations can be dropped off at this address: 
Pat and John Curran 
12 Fairford Close 
Solihull B91 1 JF 
Tel: 0121 744 6096               (Please call to let John and Pat know that you are coming)  
Thank you for your help and generosity at this time. 
 
SUNDAY REFLECTIONS: Over the next few weeks, Fr Gerardo and Deacon Sean will be offering a reflection/homily 

on the Sunday readings. These can be found on the parish website. Deacon Sean’s Easter reflection is also now available 

on the Archdiocese of Birmingham Website.  

OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE SCHOOL VACANCY: EARLY YEARS CLASS TEACHER REQUIRED: 
Initially fixed term contract from 1st September 2020 to 31st August 2021Application closing date: 18th May 2020. Further 
details can be found on the school website: https://www.ol-wayside.solihull.sch.uk/staff-vacancies/ 
 
CORONOVIRUS -Helping the self-isolating: This is  a  difficult  time  for  many  of  our  parishioners  and neighbours.  
It’s  our  responsibility  to  make  sure  they  are looked  after  and  supported.  If  you  need  to self-isolate  and would like 
Fr Gerardo to keep in touch with you via phone or if you need any practical help and support, please let Fr Gerardo know 
by emailing the parish office olw.shirley@rcaob.org.uk or telephoning the presbytery on 0121 744 1967.  This is a time 
when we need to be extra vigilant and also show our care for those who are vulnerable, elderly or in need. Let’s do what we 
can to stay healthy and whilst avoiding unnecessary social contact, look after each. Thank you for your consideration and 
kindness at this time.  

 

COLLECTION: 3rd May  – Gift Aid £.    Loose:      £         Standing Order: £613.00.  
Father O’Mahony Trust:  
.................................................................................................................................................................  
 

TODAY’S MASS:   

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 6: 1-7   They elected seven men full of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 32.  R ‘ May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you.  
 
Second Reading:  A reading from the First Letter of St Peter 2:4-9 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!   I am the way , the Truth and the Life. No one can come to the Father except  
 through me’. Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to John 14: 1-12    I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  
 
Communion Antiphon:  I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord. Whoever remains in me, and I in him,  
bears fruit in plenty, alleluia.  


