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19th April 2020  
SECOND ‘DIVINE MERCY’ SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

…………………………………………………………………………………......................................  
Dear Parishioners, 

The Gospels tell us that Jesus appeared to the disciples on several occasions after they discovered that his tomb was empty. 
Part of the mystery of Jesus’ Resurrection is that he appeared to his disciples not as a spirit but in bodily form. The bodily form was 
not one that the disciples recognized though. In John’s Gospel, Mary of Magdala does not recognize that the figure standing before 
her is Jesus until he speaks to her. In Luke’s Gospel the disciples who meet Jesus on the road to Emmaus do not recognize him until 
he breaks bread with them. The resurrected Jesus had a physical presence, but the disciples couldn’t recognize Jesus unless he allowed 
them to. His resurrected body, nonetheless, showed the marks of his crucifixion. 
 

From readings such as today’s Gospel, we also see that in his resurrected body, Jesus seems to be free of physical constraints. 
He appears to the disciples despite the fact that the doors were locked. Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of 
the Holy Spirit. In doing so, Jesus commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun: “As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” During the meeting, Jesus also shows the integral connection between forgiveness of sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
The story of Thomas illustrates our Christian experience today: We are called to believe without seeing. In fact, all Christians after 
the first witnesses have been called to believe without seeing. Thomas’s doubt is hardly surprising; the news of Jesus’ appearance 
was incredible to the disciples who had seen him crucified and buried. Thomas’s human nature compelled him to want hard evidence 
that the Jesus who appeared to the disciples after his death was indeed the same Jesus who had been crucified. Thomas is given the 
opportunity to act on that desire. He is our witness that Jesus is really risen. Our faith is based on the witness of the Church that has 
preceded us, beginning with Thomas and the first disciples. Through Baptism we receive the same Holy Spirit that Jesus brought to 
the first disciples. We are among those who are “blessed” because we believe without having seen. With love and prayers,  

Fr Gerardo. X 
MASSES DURING THE WEEK   

SECOND ‘DIVINE MERCY’ SUNDAY OF EASTER     YEAR A 
 

(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm          Tony Gilleran R.I.P 
Sunday 19th                              9.00am          John Carragher R.I.P       
April                                           11.00am          Francis and Helena Madden       

_____________________________________________________  
  

Monday 20th                             9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                  Private Intention 
                                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday 21st                             9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   T. Frarellino  
                                                                                    

Wednesday 22nd                     9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   Bernard Clancy R.I.P 
                             
Thursday 23rd                         9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   Paul Griffiths R.I.P 
 
Friday 24th                            10.00am          Maggie Martin R.I.P 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Saturday 25th                         9.00am           Deceased Finn Family Intentions 

_______________________________________________ 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER     YEAR A 

 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm          Gloria Symmons R.I.P  
Sunday 26th                             9.00am          People of the Parish   
April                                        11.00am          Deceased Flannery Family Intentions 



IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Paul Griffiths R.I.P, Bernard Clancy R.I.P; 
Kevin Painting R.I.P, David Pack R.I.P,  and Robert Hand R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace.   
 
CHURCH CLOSURE: It is with great sadness, that due to the current pandemic, the church Our Lady of the Wayside 
must remain closed throughout the day and will not be open at any time even for private prayer. Thank you for your 
understanding in this matter. 
 
SUNDAY REFLECTIONS: Over the next few weeks, Fr Gerardo and Deacon Sean will be offering a reflection/homily 

on the Sunday readings. These can be found on the parish website. Deacon Sean’s Easter reflection is also now available 

on the Archdiocese of Birmingham Website.  

CORONOVIRUS -Helping the self-isolating: This is  a  difficult  time  for  many  of  our  parishioners  and neighbours.  
It’s  our  responsibility  to  make  sure  they  are looked  after  and  supported.  If  you  need  to self-isolate  and would like 
Fr Gerardo to keep in touch with you via phone or if you need any practical help and support, please let Fr Gerardo know 
by emailing the parish office olw.shirley@rcaob.org.uk or telephoning the presbytery on 0121 744 1967.  This is a time 
when we need to be extra vigilant and also show our care for those who are vulnerable, elderly or in need. Let’s do what we 
can to stay healthy and whilst avoiding unnecessary social contact, look after each. Thank you for your consideration and 
kindness at this time.  
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE PARISH:   There have been a few enquires about continuing to financially support 

the church at this time.  Obviously, those with standing orders are not affected, but for anyone else, if you wish to set up a 

standing order then here is the link to the relevant diocesan webpage: 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/pages/FAQS/category/finance-resources  You will then need to contact the 

parish for the bank details. Thank you for your continued support. 

ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP: We appreciate many of our parishioners may be struggling financially at this time and we 

pray they are getting the support they need. Indeed, many people in our parishes are stepping in to help where it is needed, 

and their efforts are to be commended. However, we are receiving numerous enquiries from parishioners who would like 

to continue giving during this period when we cannot attend our parishes in person. Ideally this would be via standing 

order, however we know this won’t suit everybody so we are also able to offer a new online giving facility. Donations can 

be made to specific parishes, the diocese centrally or other areas such as the Clergy Training Fund - all of whom will be 

most grateful for your support. Thank you for your donation. If you would like to make a donation, please go to the 

diocesan website and the Donate button is visible at the top right of the home page. 

BIBLE ALIVE: Alive Publishing are offering a free print copy of the Easter edition of their magazine Bible Alive.  To take 
advantage of this offer please go to their website: https://shop.alivepublishing.co.uk/subscription/freeTrial 

 

COLLECTION: 12th April  – Gift Aid £.    Loose:      £         Standing Order: £613.00.  
Father O’Mahony Trust:  
.................................................................................................................................................................  

 

TODAY’S MASS:   

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47  The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 117.  R ‘Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
 
Second Reading:  A reading from the first letter of St Peter 1:3-9   In his great mercy he has given us  a new birth as his sons  
by raising Jesus from the dead. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me. Happy are those who have not  
seen yet believe’ Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to John: 20: 19-31   Eight days later, Jesus came. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia.  
 

https://shop.alivepublishing.co.uk/subscription/freeTrial

