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5th April 2020  

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
…………………………………………………………………………………......................................  
Dear Parishioners, 

Today we begin Holy Week, the days during which we journey with Jesus on his way of the cross and anticipate his 
Resurrection on Easter. The story of Jesus’ Passion and death in Matthew’s Gospel focuses particularly on the obedience of Jesus to 
the will of his Father. As Jesus sends his disciples to prepare for Passover, he indicates that the events to come are the will of the 
Father (Matthew 26:18). In Jesus’ prayer in the garden, he prays three times to the Father to take away the cup of suffering, but each 
time, Jesus concludes by affirming his obedience to the Father’s will (Matthew 26:39-44). Even Matthew’s description of Jesus’ death 
shows Jesus’ obedience to the Father. 
 

In the characters of Matthew’s Gospel, we find reflections of ourselves and the many ways in which we sometimes respond 
to Jesus. Sometimes we are like Judas, who betrays Jesus and comes to regret it. We are sometimes like Peter, who denies him, or 
like the disciples, who fell asleep during Jesus’ darkest hour but then act rashly and violently at his arrest. Sometimes we are like 
Simon, who is pressed into service to help Jesus carry his cross. Sometimes we are like the leaders who fear Jesus or like Pontius 
Pilate, who washed his hands of the whole affair. Jesus dies so that our sins will be forgiven. May God bless you all in these difficult 
and trying times and please do your very best  in showing warmth, kindness and love especially to the most needy and vulnerable of 

our community.  With love and prayers, Fr Gerardo. X 

 
MASSES DURING THE WEEK   

PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD – YEAR A  

 

(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm          Terrence Craythorne R.I.P 
Sunday 5th                                9.00am          Margaret Campbell R.I.P 
April                                           11.00am          People of the Parish     

_____________________________________________________  
  

Monday 6th                               9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Charles Lavery R.I.P           
                                                                                                                                                   

Tuesday 7th                               9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Mgr. Paul Watson R.I.P                     
                                                                                    

Wednesday 8th                         9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Rev. Michael Jordan 
 

                    THE PASCHAL TRIDUUM 
 

Holy                                          9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)                              
Thursday 9th                        7.30pm           MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER       Joseph Connor R.I.P 
 
Good 
Friday 10th                               9.00am         Morning Prayer 
                                                   3.00pm         SOLEMN LITURGY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 
                                                   7.00pm         Stations of the Cross 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Holy Saturday 11th                 9.00am          Morning Prayer                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
                                                  8.00pm          THE PASCHAL VIGIL                             People of the Parish  

_______________________________________________ 

 

SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 

                              

Sunday 12th                              9.00am           Kenneth Parker R.I.P 
April                                         11.00am          Ann Nora Finnegan R.I.P 



IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Paul Griffiths R.I.P, David Pack R.I.P, 
Terrence Craythorne R.I.P and Joseph Connor R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace.   
 
CHURCH CLOSURE: It is with great sadness, that due to the current pandemic, the church Our Lady of The Wayside 
must remain closed throughout the day and will not be open at any time even for private prayer. Thank you for your 
understanding in this matter. 
 
PALMS/PALM CROSSES: Palms will be made available for parishioners once life returns to normal and the pandemic 
has finally abated. Thank you. 
 
CORONOVIRUS -Helping the self-isolating: This is  a  difficult  time  for  many  of  our  parishioners  and neighbours.  
It’s  our  responsibility  to  make  sure  they  are looked  after  and  supported.  If  you  need  to self-isolate  and would like 
Fr Gerardo to keep in touch with you via phone or if you need any practical help and support, please let Fr Gerardo know 
by emailing the parish office olw.shirley@rcaob.org.uk or telephoning the presbytery on 0121 744 1967.  This is a time 
when we need to be extra vigilant and also show our care for those who are vulnerable, elderly or in need. Let’s do what we 
can to stay healthy and whilst avoiding unnecessary social contact, look after each. Thank you for your consideration and 
kindness at this time.  
 
FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE PARISH:   There have been a few enquires about continuing to financially support 

the church at this time.  Obviously, those with standing orders are not affected, but for anyone else, if you wish to set up a 

standing order then here is the link to the relevant diocesan webpage: 

https://www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk/pages/FAQS/category/finance-resources  You will then need to contact the 

parish for the bank details. Thank you for your continued support. 

SUNDAY REFLECTIONS: Over the next few weeks, Fr Gerardo and Deacon Sean will be offering a reflection/homily 

on the Sunday readings. These can be found on the parish website.  

BIBLE ALIVE: Alive Publishing are offering a free print copy of the Easter edition of their magazine Bible Alive.  To take 
advantage of this offer please go to their website: https://shop.alivepublishing.co.uk/subscription/freeTrial 

 

COLUMBAN FATHERS – JOB VACANCY: Job Description – Housekeeping Assistant Permanent – 13 hours per 
week. Housekeeping Assistant: Place of work: St. Columban’s, Widney Manor Road, Solihull B93 9AB 

Reporting to: Housekeeper / House Manager: Salary range: £10 per hour 

Hours:  9.30am to 12.30pm on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday     9.00am to 1.00pm on Wednesday 

For more information and to apply please email Fr Jim Fleming on jimflemingo@yahoo.co.uk or visit 
www.columbans.co.uk                Deadline for applications:   Friday 17 April 

 

NEW PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS:  You will all be aware that the new GDPR laws are affecting how we look after 
parishioners personal information both in the parish and in the diocese (notices on CCTV cameras overlooking the car 
park; proof of identity when picking up baptismal certificates, locked safes for church registers...).  The diocese is now 
required to establish a new secure system for emails.  Accordingly it has decided to set up a group email account with 
Microsoft Office 365.  Every parish now has about 6 different email accounts: one for the priest himself, a general parish 
email address, and one each for the parish treasurer, gift aid organiser, health & safety representative and the safeguarding 
representative.  All these email addresses have rcaob after the @ sign.  This stands for "roman catholic archdiocese of 
birmingham".  You may have noticed that Liverpool diocese has moved to "rcaol" addresses and Southwark to "rcaos".   We 
would be grateful if you could now use these new addresses when contacting the parish. The new parish email is 
olw.shirley@rcaob.org.uk and the new email address for the safeguarding rep is sg.olw.shirley@rcaob.org.uk  

  

COLLECTION: 29th March  – Gift Aid £.    Loose:      £ Standing Order: £613.00.  
Father O’Mahony Trust:  
.................................................................................................................................................................  
TODAY’S MASS:  First Reading :  Isaiah 50: 4-7  I did not cover my face against insult. I know I shall not be shamed. 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps. 21. R. ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Philippians 2: 6-11  He humbled himself, but God raised him high. 
  

Gospel Acclamation:   Praise to you, O Christ, king of eternal glory. Christ was humbler yet, even to accepting 
death, death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is above all names. Praise to 
you, O Christ, king of eternal glory.   

  

The Gospel according Matthew 26: 14-27:66 The Passion of Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
 

Communion Antiphon:  I will sing for ever of your mercies O Lord; through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity. 

https://shop.alivepublishing.co.uk/subscription/freeTrial
http://www.columbans.co.uk/

