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15th March 2020 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

On this Sunday and the next two Sundays, we break from reading the Gospel of Matthew to read from John’s 
Gospel. In today’s Gospel, the dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria is among the most lengthy and most 
theological found in Scripture. The most startling aspect of the conversation is that it happens at all. Jesus, an observant 
Jew of that time, was expected to avoid conversation with women in public. The animosity between the Jews and the 
Samaritans should have prevented the conversation as well. The woman herself alludes to the break from tradition: 
“How can you, a Jew, ask me, a Samaritan woman, for a drink?” Yet Jesus not only converses with the woman, he also 
asks to share her drinking vessel, an action that makes him unclean according to Jewish law. 
 

The significance of the encounter between Jesus and the Samaritan woman has many levels. The first is 
personal: The woman is herself converted to belief in Jesus as Messiah because he knows her sin but speaks with her 
just the same. The second is social: Having come to know Jesus as the Messiah, the Samaritan woman becomes an 
evangelist to her own people. The third level of the story is educational: Jesus uses his encounter with the Samaritan 
woman to teach his disciples that God’s mercy is without limit. The disciples return from their shopping quite confused 
to find Jesus talking with a Samaritan, and a woman at that! But the conversion of the Samaritan townspeople is a 
foretaste of the kind of open community that will be created among those who believe that Jesus is the Messiah. 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A 
 
(Vigil Mass)                         5.30pm               People of the Parish 
Sunday 15th                               9.00am                Derek Pass R.I.P 
March                                          11.00am               Philip Finnegan R.I.P 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 16th                               9.15am               (8.55am The Rosary)                                                      Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                                                                                  
Tuesday 17th                              9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                              Norah Tuite R.I.P  
                                                                                   
Wednesday 18th                     10.30am                (with OLW School)                                                         John Delane  
                                                    
Thursday 19th                           9.15am                 (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                             Socates Dejito  
                                                    6.00pm                Vigil form Annie Howse R.I.P                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Friday 20th                               11.30am                Requiem Mass for Annie Howse R.I.P 
                                                    7.00pm                 Stations of the Cross 
                                                    7.30pm                 Fr Andzrzey (Special Intention) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Saturday 21st                             9.00am                Denise Hodges R.I.P       No Exposition Today              11.30am  Confessions 
                                                   10.00am               Celebration of the Sacrament of Penance with FHC Children                                                       

                                                _______________________________________________________ 
 

FOURTH ‘LAETARE’ SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A 
 

(Vigil Mass)                          5.30pm                Mrs Vera Henry R.I.P 
Sunday 22nd                               9.00am                People of the Parish  
March                                        11.00am                Michael Creaton R.I.P 



 
CORONAVIRUS: As a parish, it is important for us to take precautions with the Coronavirus. Therefore, for the time being and at all 
Masses, Communion under both kinds is suspended and that we refrain also from receiving Holy Communion directly on the tongue. 
Furthermore, at the sign of peace, to avoid hand contact, we will just bow to each other. This will save unnecessary embarrassment or 
offence in case someone offers to shake someone’s hand and the other person refuses. During this period, we will be unable to use Hymn 
books or Missal cards at present, so as to curtail the possible spread of contamination. For the 9.00am and 11.00am Sunday Masses, 
hymn sheets will be provided. Lastly, the collection bags will no longer be passed during the Offertory. Contactless giving is also 
suspended.  Instead, there will be collection baskets located by the exits for you to place your donations in as you leave church. These 
measures have now been adopted by a number of churches and it is necessary that we too play our part in keeping everyone safe as best 
as possible. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Terrence Craythorne R.I.P ; Annie Howse R.I.P and Thomas 
Reidy R.I.P  who died recently. May they rest in peace.  
 
CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY: Many thanks for your generous response to last weekend’s second collection for CAFOD. A total of 

£1,063.69 was raised. Thank you.  

LENT WALK WTH ME: The Lent booklets are now available at the back of the Church priced £1 each. Calendars are also available. 

FRIDAY MASS + STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  During the season of Lent, the celebration of Mass will revert to 7.30pm. This will 

be preceded with Stations of the Cross  at 7.00pm. Please do come along to this wonderful meditation. There will be no morning mass. 

ON-LINE 3 MINUTE DAILY RETREAT: The Jesuit Fathers provide an excellent resource for prayer and meditation. If you go on-

line to: www.loyolapress.com  you will see that it provides a three minute daily retreat. This is an excellent way of doing something 

extra by way of prayer for the season of Lent. Just follow the instructions when accessing the reflection. The mediations provided are 

accompanied by scripture references and gentle background music.  

TABOR HOUSE:  Tabor House is a shelter in Digbeth for homeless men and women who want to move on with their lives.  The 11 
guests are seeking work and independent accommodation.  Tabor House has a successful track record in supporting them and is run 
entirely by volunteers.  The shifts are 7-9am, 6-10pm and 10pm-7am.  For more details please contact Joan Moriani 0121 705 7355. 
 
NEW PARISH EMAIL ADDRESS:  You will all be aware that the new GDPR laws are affecting how we look after parishioners 
personal information both in the parish and in the diocese (notices on CCTV cameras overlooking the car park; proof of identity when 
picking up baptismal certifictes, locked safes for church registers...).  The diocese is now required to establish a new secure system for 
emails.  Accordingly it has decided to set up a group email account with Microsoft Office 365.  Every parish now has about 6 different 
email accounts: one for the priest himself, a general parish email address, and one each for the parish treasurer, gift aid organiser, 
health & safety representative and the safeguarding representative.  All these email addresses have rcaob after the @ sign.  This 
stands for "roman catholic archdiocese of birmingham".  You may have noticed that Liverpool diocese has moved to "rcaol" addresses 
and Southwark to "rcaos".   We would be grateful if you could now use these new addresses when contacting the parish. 
The new parish email is olw.shirley@rcaob.org.uk and the new email address for the safeguarding rep is sg.olw.shirley@rcaob.org.uk 

 
PARISH WEBSITE – NEW PAGE:  We now have a new page on our parish website with links to the on-line versions of 
various Catholic Press organisations: The Tablet, The Catholic Times, Independent Catholic News, Osservatore Romano 
(English edition) and The Columban Missionaries (Far East Magazine). 
 
COLLECTION: 8th March  – Gift Aid:£268.00.           Loose:£ 490.90       Standing Order: £613.00.  TOTAL: £ 1,371.90 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £ 31.93.      
 
............................................................................................................................. .................................... 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading :  Exodus 17: 3-7.  Give us water to drink. 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps. 94: 1-2, 6-9.  O that today you would listen to his voice: ‘Harden not your hearts.’ 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Romans 5: 1-2, 5-8.  The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been 
given us. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:   Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! Lord, you are really the saviour of the world; 
give me the living water, so that I may never get thirsty.  Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 
 
The Gospel according John 4: 5-42.  A spring of water welling up to eternal life. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  For anyone who drinks it, says the Lord, the water I shall give will become in him a spring welling up to 
eternal life. 
 
 
Dismissal of the Children  
 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them  Plant your word within them so that they may grow. 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.  Plant your word within them so that they may grow. 
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