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8th March 2020 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

In the Gospel of Matthew today, for this Second Sunday of Lent, we hear the familiar story that we call the 
Transfiguration. Here Jesus appears with Moses and Elijah in a glorified state. The message here to all of us: “This is 
what’s in it for you.” In other words, if we are faithful and obedient like Moses and Elijah, like Peter and Paul and many 
others, we will be glorified when we reach heaven. Moses and Elijah were given very difficult jobs in God’s plan of 
salvation and they fulfilled them well. We are given small and sometimes insignificant jobs and often disregard them; 
but God holds each of us responsible for fulfilling his or her role in His plan, and our reward will be beyond description. 
 

To follow faithfully our Lenten observances is not always easy, but then, nothing that is worthwhile is ever easy. 
We should have a goal, a purpose or an objective to help us in our observance of Lent. All we have to do is to look at the 
Gospel to see the ultimate goal which is for us to be with Jesus and His disciples on that mountain top and be in the glory 
of the resurrection. This what heaven is about and that what’s in it for when we succeed. Something to think about in 
our prayer time this week! 
 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A 
 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm                Vincent Canny R.I.P 
Sunday 8th                                9.00am                Peter Barnett R.I.P 
March                                        11.00am                 People of the Parish 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 9th                               9.15am                 (8.55am The Rosary)                                                      Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                                                                                  
Tuesday 10th                             9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                              William Looney R.I.P                                       
                                                                                   
Wednesday 11th                        9.15am                (8.55am The Rosary)                                                      Eileen Danaher R.I.P       
                                                    
Thursday 12th                           9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                              Jim Paterson R.I.P                                 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Friday 13th                                7.00pm                Stations of the Cross 
                                                    7.30pm                Walter Steadman  
                                                                                                                                                               Confessions Today                                                                                                             
Saturday 14th                            9.00am               Andrew Holden  R.I.P + Exposition                            11.00am-  11.30am                                    

                                                _______________________________________________________ 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A 
 

(Vigil Mass)                          5.30pm              People of the Parish  
Sunday 15th                                9.00am              Derek Pass R.I.P 
March                                        11.00am              Philip Finnegan R.I.P 
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CORONAVIRUS: As a parish, it is important for us to take precautions with the Coronavirus. Therefore, for the time being and at all 
Masses, Communion under both kinds is suspended and that we refrain also from receiving Holy Communion directly on the tongue. 
Furthermore, at the sign of peace, to avoid hand contact, we will just bow to each other. This will save unnecessary embarrassment or 
offence in case someone offers to shake someone’s hand and the other person refuses. These measures have now been adopted by a 
number of churches and it is necessary that we too play our part in keeping everyone safe as best as possible. 
 
IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Terrence Craythorne R.I.P ; Annie Howse R.I.P and Thomas 
Reidy R.I.P  who died recently. May they rest in peace.  
 
CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY: A second collection will be taken this weekend for CAFOD. Please remember to fill in the slip on the 

back of the envelope if you pay tax, as CAFOD is able to reclaim Gift Aid.  Thank you.  

CATHEDRAL MAINTENANCE: Thank you for last weekend’s second collection for the Cathedral Maintenance Fund. A total of 

£577.11 was raised.  

CHRISTMAS CRIB OFFERINGS 2019: The crib offerings in aid of Tabor House raised a total of £ 462.00. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

LENT WALK WTH ME: The Lent booklets are now available at the back of the Church priced £1 each. Calendars are also available. 

FRIDAY MASS + STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  During the season of Lent, the celebration of Mass will revert to 7.30pm. This will 

be preceded with Stations of the Cross  at 7.00pm. Please do come along to this wonderful meditation. There will be no morning mass. 

ON-LINE 3 MINUTE DAILY RETREAT: The Jesuit Fathers provide an excellent resource for prayer and meditation. If you go on-

line to: www.loyolapress.com  you will see that it provides a three minute daily retreat. This is an excellent way of doing something 

extra by way of prayer for the season of Lent. Just follow the instructions when accessing the reflection. The mediations provided are 

accompanied by scripture references and gentle background music.  

PILGIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE, Ireland, 20th April 2020.  £599.00 per person. Single supl £100.00.  Flight with 10kg bag, 4 
nights’ Knock House Hotel with breakfast and dinner.  All excursions included.  Lunches on days out.  Contact Patricia on 01268 762 
278 or 07740 175557 or email knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.  Knock Pilgrimages ATOL T7613. 
 
PARISH WEBSITE – NEW PAGE:  We now have a new page on our parish website with links to the on-line versions of 
various Catholic Press organisations: The Tablet, The Catholic Times, Independent Catholic News, Osservatore Romano 
(English edition) and The Columban Missionaries (Far East Magazine). 
 
NATIONAL NOVENA TO ST. JOSEPH – 10-18 MARCH 2020: Will take place at St. Joseph’s Church in Maidenhead and at 
Herbert House, Freshfield, Liverpool.  Each year the Mill Hill Missionaries prepare for the Feast of St Joseph, their patron, with a 
special Novena of Masses and prayers to ask for God’s blessing on their Society and the missionary outreach of the Church, as well as 
for the intentions of all those who support their work.  You are invited to send in your petitions and/or to request a Novena booklet to 
enable you to join in from home by praying the daily Novena prayer.  Please write to Novena Director, St. Joseph’s Missionary Society, 
58 Cookham Road, Maidenhead, SL6 7HT, or email novenamhm@gmail.com  
 
JOB VACANCIES (Maternity cover) – Administration Assistant and Finance Assistant.  The Columban Missionaries 
invites applications for the part-time, temporary (maternity cover) roles of Administration Assistant and Finance Assistant.  Based in 
the Columban Mission Office at St. Columban’s in Solihull, the roles will support the work of Columban Mission in Britain and 
internationally.  For more information and to apply tel: 01564 772 096 or email: hr@columbans.co.uk.  Deadline: Sunday 8th March. 
 
COLLECTION: 1st March  – Gift Aid:£297.00 .  Loose: £476.60.  Standing Order: £613.00. TOTAL: £ 1, 386.60 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £ 113.73 
 
............................................................................................................................. .................................... 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading :  Genesis 12: 1 -4    The call of Abraham, the father of the People of God. 

Responsorial Psalm: Ps.32: R: May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you.  

Second Reading: St. Paul to Timothy.1: 8-10  God calls and enlightens us. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  ! Glory and praise to you, O Christ! From the bright cloud the Father’s voice was heard: ‘This is 
my Son, the Beloved, Listen to him’. Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 
The Gospel according Matthew 4: 17: 1-9  His face shone like the sun. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  This is my Beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him. 
 
 
Dismissal of the Children  
 
‘Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your children, that they may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
 Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your people, that we may hear your word, hear your word with gladness.’ 
 
© 1966, Paul Inwood, OCP Publications 
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