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5th January 2020 
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

The word Epiphany means “manifestation” or “showing forth.” Historically several moments in Christ’s early life and 
ministry have been celebrated as “epiphanies,” including his birth in Bethlehem, the visit of the Magi, his baptism by John, and his 
first miracle at Cana. The visit of the Magi occurs directly before the story of the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt. We know little about 
the Magi. They come from the East and journey to Bethlehem, following an astrological sign, so we believe them to be astrologers. 
We assume that there were three Magi based upon the naming of their three gifts. The Gospel does not say how many Magi paid 
homage to Jesus. In Matthew’s Gospel, they represent the Gentiles’ search for a saviour. Because the Magi represent the entire world, 
they also represent our search for Jesus. 
 

We have come to consider the gifts they bring as a foreshadowing of Jesus’ role in salvation. We believe the meaning of the 
gifts to be Christological. Gold is presented as representative of Jesus’ kingship. Frankincense is a symbol of his divinity because 
priests burned the substance in the Temple. Myrrh, which was used to prepare the dead for burial, is offered in anticipation of Jesus’ 
death. 
 

The wise men went on a journey to Jesus, a journey from star reading to worshiping Jesus. We each are called to allow 
Jesus be Lord of each part of our lives, not just when it suits us. We each have a journey to make to Jesus because none of us is yet 
fully converted and each of us has corners in our hearts and lives in need of Jesus’ healing and redemption. We pray that God may 
lead us like them ever closer to his Son Jesus. We pray that all nations may come to know that Jesus is the one Saviour, that all nations 
may fall prostrate before Him.  

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm              People of the Parish 
Sunday 5th                                9.00am               Margaret Campbell R.I.P 
January                                      11.00am              Aidan O’Donnell 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 6th                              9.15am                 (8.55am Morning Prayer)                        Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                                       
Tuesday 7th                                                            No Mass 
                                                                                
Wednesday 8th                      10.30am               (with OLW School)                                                                     
 
Thursday 9th                                                          No Mass                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Friday 10th                                                             No Mass                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Saturday 11th                            9.00am               Eucharistic Service                             No Confessions Today 

                                                  _______________________________________________________ 
 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
 

(Vigil Mass)                         5.30pm               Betty Jennings R.I.P 
Sunday 12th                               9.00am               People of the Parish  
January                                    11.00am              Desmond Lennon R.I.P  

 

mailto:waysideparishoffice@gmail.com


SUPPLY PRIEST: Please welcome Fr Timothy Ford who will be covering the Sunday Masses in Fr Gerardo’s absence 
over the next three weekends.  

SPARKHILL FOOD BANK: Thank you for your kind donations of food made over the Advent period for the Sparkhill 
Food Bank. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: A Second Collection will be taken next weekend for SPUC (Society for the 
Protection of Unborn Children) On 21st October 2019 the most extreme abortion regime in Europe was imposed on the 
people of Northern Ireland by the government of Westminster. Abortion will now be permitted for any reason up until at 
least 24 weeks, and even beyond that. The abortion lobby now wants to introduce this in England and Wales.  Please be 
generous as can to help SPUC defend the unborn babies and their mothers from this new attack. 

BUILDING FUND APPEAL: Thank you so much for the Building Fund Appeal which so far, has raised the magnificent 
sum of £7,224.17. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

2020 DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES: These are now available from the Piety Stall. 
 
2020 CHURCH DIARIES: Unfortunately, the new Diaries for 2020, have not arrived yet. We apologise for any 
inconvenience. 
 
CONTACTLESS GIVING TRIAL: Some of you may be aware from press reports that the Church of England is now 
offering contactless giving in many of its parishes. The Archdiocese of Birmingham in collaboration with several other 
dioceses in England, Scotland and Ireland is also looking into this. At present in church, we have three ways of donating: 
with cash, prepared envelopes and Standing Orders. For those who wish, contactless giving offers us a fourth way. We 
imagine that it will be of use to those who on occasion forget to bring their wallets or purses, for those who have gone 
“cashless” and for visitors to the parish. Beginning from this  weekend for a month, we shall trial out the contactless card 
readers with the collection bags during the Offertory at Mass. Information on how the card readers can be used, will be 
given just before the beginning of Mass. Thank you.  
 
FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  The Annual General Meeting  will be held in the Parish Centre after the 11.00am Mass 
on Sunday, 9th February 2020.  Please come to hear how your donations have been distributed over the past year.  Tea 
and coffee will be provided. 
 
MOBILE PHONES: Concerns have again been raised regarding the use of mobile phones in Church.  We would ask 
respectfully that mobiles phones be placed on silent mode beforehand or switched off completely for the celebration of 
Mass.  It is disruptive to the liturgical celebration when a phone rings.  Mobiles phones must not be accessed at any time 
throughout the Mass for non-liturgical purposes, such as reading text messages or e-mails.  Looking at a mobile phone, 
particularly during the homily, is both discourteous and unacceptable! 
 

CHRISTMAS CARD COLLECTION: Thomas Bragg & Sons (the Funeral Directors next door) are collecting old cards 
for St. Giles Hospital where they will turn the cards into cash.  For every 10,000 cards received they will plant a new tree 
at Temple Fields Natural Burial Ground in Solihull.  Cards can be taken to either the Shirley or Knowle branch of TBS – 
last year they collected 33,000 and this year they are aiming for 50,000.    Cards will be accepted until Monday, 20th 
January. 
 
COLLECTION: 29th  December 2019 – Gift Aid: £244.50.      Loose: £492.01.  Standing Order: £613.00.  
TOTAL: £ 1,349.51 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £74.00 
 
............................................................................................................................. .................................... 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading:  Isaiah 60: 1-6.  Above you the glory of the Lord appears. 

Responsorial Psalm  71.  Al nations shall fall prostrate before you, O Lord. 

Second Reading: St Paul to the Ephesians 3: 2-3, 5-6.  It has now been revealed that pagans share the same inheritance. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia. We saw his star as it rose and have come to do the Lord homage.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew 2: 1-12.  We saw his star and have come to do the king homage. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 
 
 


