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29th December 2019 
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

Today we celebrate the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. As we do so, our Gospel invites us to consider Joseph's 
protection of Jesus in the face of danger. Just as in the announcement of Jesus' birth, an angel appears to Joseph in a dream. The 
angel warns him of Herod's plans to harm Jesus. Joseph follows the command of the angel and takes Joseph and Mary to Egypt, 
returning only after receiving word in another dream that it was safe to do so. 
 

This feast is part of the Christmas season, so we should look at today's Gospel in the context of what Scripture tells us about 
Jesus' birth. Today's reading is found in the Gospel of Matthew, following the story of the visit of the Magi. Recall that Matthew's 
story about the birth of Jesus makes Joseph the primary character. Among Matthew's themes in this infancy narrative is Jesus as 
the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecies about the messiah. Indeed, the story of the Holy Family's flight to Egypt recalls the 
story of Moses in the Book of Exodus. 
 

These events remind us of the difficult reality of Jesus' birth. While the story of the Magi's visit will be recalled in our liturgy 
on the Feast of the Epiphany, our Christmas celebration is made more sober by the recollection that not everyone received Christ's 
birth with joy or obedience. Herod's jealousy and malice contrast with Joseph's obedience to the words of the angel. The Holy Family's 
escape to Egypt and the massacre that Jesus is saved from remind us of the struggles and sacrifices that are required as preparation 
for God's salvation. 

 
 
 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm              Peter Connolly R.I.P    
Sunday 29th                             9.00am               Mary & Abdullah Khan R.I.P   
December                                 11.00am               Jim Hurley R.I.P    

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 30th                                                         No Mass 
                                                                                                       
Tuesday 31st                          10.00am               Finbarr Byrne R.I.P 
                                                                                
Wednesday 1st                                  10.00am               SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD            Kath McAvinney  
January                                     
 
Thursday 2nd                           9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)               Valentyn Dereza  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Friday 3rd                               10.00am               Joe McKinney 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Saturday 4th                            9.00am                Eamonn O’Connor + Exposition                          Confessions: 11.00am – 11.30am 

                                                  _______________________________________________________ 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
 

(Vigil Mass)                         5.30pm              People of the Parish 
Sunday 5th                                 9.00am              Margaret Campbell R.I.P  
January                                    11.00am              Aidan O’Donnell  
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PERSONAL THANK YOU FROM FR. GERARDO: Fr. Gerardo would like to thank all of you for your very kind and 
generous cards and gifts along with the Christmas Offerings that were made to him this Christmas.  May God bless you all 
in the hope that 2020 will bring many blessings and joy for you all and your families. A Happy New Year to all of you! 
 
THANK YOU: A very big thank you to everyone who assisted over the Christmas period in making our celebrations in 

Church such beautiful and prayerful occasions. Thanks especially to our Sacristans, Servers, the Choir and Organists, 

Readers, Ministers of Communion and Wardens. 

BUILDING FUND APPEAL: Thank you so much for the Building Fund Appeal which so far, has raised the magnificent 
sum of £7,224.17. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

PASTORAL LETTER: A Pastoral Letter written by Archbishop Bernard Longley will be read at the weekend Masses. 
 
2020 DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES: These are now available from the Piety Stall. 
 
2020 CHURCH DIARIES: Unfortunately, the new Diaries for 2020, have not arrived yet. We apologise for any 
inconvenience. 
 
CONTACTLESS GIVING TRIAL: Some of you may be aware from press reports that the Church of England is now 
offering contactless giving in many of its parishes. The Archdiocese of Birmingham in collaboration with several other 
dioceses in England, Scotland and Ireland is also looking into this. At present in church, we have three ways of donating: 
with cash, prepared envelopes and Standing Orders. For those who wish, contactless giving offers us a fourth way. We 
imagine that it will be of use to those who on occasion forget to bring their wallets or purses, for those who have gone 
“cashless” and for visitors to the parish. Beginning from this  weekend for a month, we shall trial out the contactless card 
readers with the collection bags during the Offertory at Mass. Information on how the card readers can be used, will be 
given just before the beginning of Mass. Thank you.  
 
FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  The Annual General Meeting  will be held in the Parish Centre after the 11.00am Mass 
on Sunday, 9th February 2020.  Please come to hear how your donations have been distributed over the past year.  Tea 
and coffee will be provided. 
 
 
COLLECTION: 22nd December 2019 – Gift Aid: £294.15.      Loose: £548.52.  Standing Order: £613.00.  
TOTAL: £ 1,455.67 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £136.67 (two weeks) 
 
............................................................................................................................. .................................... 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 3: 3-7, 14-17.  He who fears the Lords respects his parents. 

Responsorial Psalm  127.  O blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways! 

Second Reading: St Paul to the Colossians 3: 12-21.  Family life in the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia. May the peace of Christ reign in your hearts; let the message of Christ find a 
home with you.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew 2: 13-15, 19-23.  Take the child and his mother and escape into Egypt. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us. 
 
 


