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12th  January 2020  

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  

…………………………………………………………………………………......................................  
 My dear brothers and sisters  

  

Our Gospel account today of Jesus’ baptism reminds us of our own baptism. Why did Jesus ask John for baptism? Baptism is for the 
forgiveness of sins and Jesus did not need forgiveness. No wonder that in Matthew’s account John objects to giving Jesus baptism, 
“It is I who need baptism from you, and yet you come to me.” But Jesus insisted on being baptized showing us his humility. All of 
Jesus’ followers would be baptized and so Jesus too wanted to be baptized to show his unity with all of us. A new family was formed 
at Pentecost, the Church, and baptism was the means of entering the Church.  
  

Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan expressed the intention of his whole life right up to dying on the cross for us, taking our sins on himself 
to save us. Our baptism also expresses the intention of our whole life up to our death, leaving our sin behind and living with the life 
of Jesus. Every day is to be a living out of our baptism with that new life of Jesus. Every day is another opportunity to turn from sin 
and continue following Jesus which we began with our baptism. When we were baptized we entered the tomb with Jesus to leave a 
life of sin behind. Our baptism receives its power from Jesus’ death and resurrection. Our baptism is a sharing in the effects and 
salvation of Jesus’ death and resurrection, a sharing in the new life of Jesus we receive from his death and resurrection.  

   

MASSES DURING THE WEEK  
  

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD  
  
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm             Betty Jennings R.I.P.  Sunday 
12th                                            9.00am              People of the Parish  
January                                     11.00am              Desmond Lennon R.I.P.  

_____________________________________________________  
  
Monday 13th                             9.15am                 (8.55am The Rosary)                              Eucharistic Service  
                                                                                                        
Tuesday 14th                                                            No Mass  
                                                                                 
Wednesday 15th                                                      No Mass  
  
Thursday 16th                                                          No Mass                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Friday 17th                                                                No Mass                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Saturday 18th                            9.00am                 Eucharistic Service                            No Confessions Today                                                                          

_______________________________________________________  
 

 SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A  
 

(Vigil Mass)                       5.30pm             Finneran Family Intentions 

Sunday 19th                               9.00am             People of the Parish   

January                                    11.00am              Tom Burke R.I.P.         



 SUPPLY PRIEST: Please welcome Fr Timothy Ford who will be covering the Sunday Masses in Fr Gerardo’s absence over 

the next three weekends.   

SPUC WHITE FLOWER APPEAL: A Second Collection will be taken this weekend for SPUC (Society for the Protection 
of Unborn Children) On 21st October 2019 the most extreme abortion regime in Europe was imposed on the people of 
Northern Ireland by the government of Westminster. Abortion will now be permitted for any reason up until at least 24 
weeks, and even beyond that. The abortion lobby now wants to introduce this in England and Wales.  Please be generous 
as can to help SPUC defend the unborn babies and their mothers from this new attack.  

BUILDING FUND APPEAL: Thanks to further donations totalling £1,742 (including one of £1,500 as well as £212 
from the proceeds of the marmalade sale) the total now raised for the Building Fund Appeal is £7,717 which together with 
Gift Aid tax refunds makes a total of £9,343.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated.  

2020 DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES: These are now available from the Piety Stall.  
  
2020 CHURCH DIARIES: Unfortunately, the new Diaries for 2020, have not arrived yet. We apologise for any 

inconvenience.  
  
FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  The Annual General Meeting  will be held in the Parish Centre after the 11.00am Mass 
on Sunday, 9th February 2020.  Please come to hear how your donations have been distributed over the past year.  Tea 
and coffee will be provided.  
  
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: It is with increasing frequency that there is a shortage of Eucharistic Ministers for the 
Sunday Masses which necessitates the Sacristans having to find replacements at the last minute.  If you are unable to fulfil 
your commitment please endeavour to find another Minister to take your place.  This will make life a lot easier for the 
Sacristans.  Please ensure you have collected your copy of the 2020 rota from the sacristy.  
  
MOBILE PHONES: Concerns have again been raised regarding the use of mobile phones in Church.  We would ask 
respectfully that mobiles phones be placed on silent mode beforehand or switched off completely for the celebration of 
Mass.  It is disruptive to the liturgical celebration when a phone rings.  Mobiles phones must not be accessed at any time 
throughout the Mass for non-liturgical purposes, such as reading text messages or e-mails.  Looking at a mobile phone, 
particularly during the homily, is both discourteous and unacceptable!  

CHRISTMAS CARD COLLECTION: Thomas Bragg & Sons (the Funeral Directors next door) are collecting old cards 
for St. Giles Hospital where they will turn the cards into cash.  For every 10,000 cards received they will plant a new tree 
at Temple Fields Natural Burial Ground in Solihull.  Cards can be taken to either the Shirley or Knowle branch of TBS – 
last year they collected 33,000 and this year they are aiming for 50,000.    Cards will be accepted until Monday, 20 th 
January.  
  
FRIENDS OF THE HOLY LAND:  A registered Christian Charity with national support, is seeking part-time paid staff 
to support and grow their mission to give hope to vulnerable Christians living in the West Bank, Gaza, Israel and Jordan, 
from their office in Kenilworth.  Typical client support IT and interpersonal skills preferred, hours by mutual agreement.  
More details of their work can be found on www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk.  They are proudly ecumenical and 
nonpolitical.  They also seek both office and home-based volunteers.  To express your interest in these immediate 
opportunities please either call 01926 512980 or email office@friendsoftheholyland.org.uk.  
  
COLLECTION:  5th January 2020 – Gift Aid: £1,233.00      Loose: £509.05.  Standing Order: £613.00.   
TOTAL: £2,355.05                    Father O’Mahony Trust: £132.74 
  
.................................................................................................................................................................  
 TODAY’S MASS:   

First Reading:  Isaiah 42: 1-4, 6-7.  Here is my servant in whom my soul delights.  

Responsorial Psalm  28.  The Lord will bless his people with peace.  

Second Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10: 34-38.  God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit.  
  
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia. The heavens opened and the Father’s voice resounded: ‘ This is my Son, the Beloved.  
Listen to him.’   Alleluia!  
  
The Gospel according to Matthew 3: 13-17.  As soon as Jesus was baptised he saw the Spirit of God coming down on him.  
  
Communion Antiphon:  Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.  
  

http://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/
http://www.friendsoftheholyland.org.uk/

