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…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
 

My dear brothers and sisters 
 
Today’s Gospel describes the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry.  In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke (called the 
Synoptic Gospels), Jesus’ public ministry begins after his baptism by John the Baptist and after his retreat to the desert 
where he was tempted by the devil.  When Jesus returns from the desert, he hears that John has been arrested. 
 
When Jesus called his first disciples, the Gospel tells us that the fishermen (Peter and Andrew, James and John) dropped 
everything to follow Jesus immediately.   Yet this Gospel tells us little about the prior experience that the fishermen had 
of Jesus.  Did they know him?  Had they heard him preach?  What kind of person must Jesus have been to invoke such 
a response?  We can imagine that Jesus was a powerful presence to elicit a response as immediate and complete as these 
first disciples gave. 
 
The Gospel concludes with a description of the ministry that Jesus begins in Galilee.  Jesus inaugurates the Kingdom of 
God with his work.  He teaches in the synagogue and preaches the kingdom.  His ability to cure people’s diseases and 
illness is a sign of the kingdom.  In Jesus’ ministry, we already begin to see the Kingdom of God among us. 
 

 
MASSES DURING THE WEEK 

 
THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm                Philomena O’Connor R.I.P. 
Sunday 26th                              9.00am                Stan Harris R.I.P. 
January                                      11.00am                People of the Parish 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 27th                             9.15am                (8.55am The Rosary)                        Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                                       
Tuesday 28th                                                           No Mass 
                                                                                
Wednesday 29th                                                     No  Mass                                                            
 
Thursday 30th                         12.30pm                Requiem Mass for Michael Hanley R.I.P.                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Friday 31st                               11.00am                 Requiem Mass for Patrick Joseph Doyle R.I.P.                             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Saturday 1st                              9.00am                 Dierdre Callaghan R.I.P.                  Confessions Today 11.00am-11.30am 

February                                                  _______________________________________________________ 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 
 

(Vigil Mass)                          5.30pm                Margaret Scanlon R.I.P. 
Sunday 2nd                                9.00am                People of the Parish 
February                                   11.00am                Carmel and Bing Tipping R.I.P. 
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Michael Peter Hanley R.I.P, Patrick Doyle 
R.I.P. and Barbara Nolan R.I.P. who died recently.  May they rest in peace. 

SUPPLY PRIEST: Please welcome Fr Timothy Ford who will be covering the Sunday Masses in Fr Gerardo’s absence 
this weekend.  

FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  The Annual General Meeting  will be held in the Parish Centre after the 11.00am Mass 
on Sunday, 9th February 2020.  Please come to hear how your donations have been distributed over the past year.  Tea 
and coffee will be provided. 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS: It is with increasing frequency that there is a shortage of Eucharistic Ministers for 
the Sunday Masses which necessitates the Sacristans having to find replacements at the last minute.  If you are 
unable to fulfil your commitment please endeavour to find another Minister to take your place.  This will make life 
a lot easier for the Sacristans.  Please ensure you have collected your copy of the 2020 rota from the sacristy.  
 
MOBILE PHONES: Concerns have again been raised regarding the use of mobile phones in Church.  We would ask 
respectfully that mobiles phones are placed on silent mode beforehand or switched off completely for the celebration of 
Mass.  It is disruptive to the liturgical celebration when a phone rings.  Mobiles phones must not be accessed at any time 
throughout the Mass for non-liturgical purposes, such as reading text messages or e-mails.  Looking at a mobile phone, 
particularly during the homily, is both discourteous and unacceptable! 
 

CONTACTLESS GIVING REPORT: The first four weeks.  We launched the contactless giving initiative on the 

weekend of the 21st and 22nd December 2019 (The odd timing was due to delays in implementing the project).Over the 

first four weeks the card readers have been used 17 times bringing in £80, an average of £4.72 for each usage.  After an 

initial flurry, the giving seems to be settling down to about £16 per week.  The card readers cost £432.  At £16 per week, 

that means we will pay off the initial outlay after 27 weeks or just over 6 months.  It seems that the contactless card 

readers offer an alternative means of giving to the church that is used by those who do not normally carry cash. 

WINE TASTING:  A tutored wine tasting of  Aldi wines will be held on Saturday, 22nd February at 7.00pm in the 
School Hall.  Tickets will cost £10 and be on sale in the Sacristy.   
 
OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL:  The closing date for applications for the Pre-School year 
September 2020-July 2021 is Friday, 28th February 2020.  We can offer your child a safe and secure environment 
to play and learn.  Our highly trained staff ensure that a wide range of activities including arts and crafts, messy 
play and role-play are undertaken daily.  With our fantastic secure outdoor play area, half undercover fresh air and 
exercise can be enjoyed in all weather.  We have a wonderful new natural garden which inspires imaginative play.  
You are welcome to come and visit.  All children between the ages of 2½- 4 years welcome.  Our Pre-School opening 
hours are 9.15am-12.15pm.  For further details, to arrange a visit or an application form please contact Pre-School 
(07474 743744) weekdays 9.00am-12.30pm or alternatively, visit our website at www.OLOWpreschool.com or 
email us at ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com.  

 
TOILET TWINNING:  Thanks to donations from our singers and musicians (instead of exchanging Christmas 
cards this year) the toilet here at OLW has been twinned with a latrine in Bangui District, Central Africa.  A 
certificate will be on display shortly. For further details of the scheme go to www.toilettwinning.org 
 
COLLECTION: 19th January – Gift Aid: £.214.00     Loose: £. 408.34          Standing Order: £613.00.  
TOTAL: £ 1235.34 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £60.82 
 
............................................................................................................................. .................................... 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading:  Isaiah 8: 23-9:3  In Galilee of the nations the people  has seen a great light. 

Responsorial Psalm  26: 1, 4, 13-14.  The Lord is my light and my help. 

Second Reading: St Paul to the Corinthians 1: 10-13, 17  Make up the differences between you instead of disagreeing among 
yourselves. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia. Jesus proclaimed the Good News of the kingdom, and cured all kinds 
of sickness among the people.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Matthew 4: 12-23.  He went and settled in Capernaum; in this way the prophecy of Isaiah was to 
be fulfilled. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed. 
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