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3rd November 2019 

THIRTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

In Jesus' day, tax collectors were not popular people. They were collaborators with the Romans and were 
despised by many Jewish people. The tax system allowed them to charge more than what was required so that they 
could make a profit for themselves. They were considered sinners by their countrymen. Observers in the crowd that day 
grumble because Jesus dines with a sinner. Throughout Scripture, Jesus' choice of dinner companions set him apart 
from other observant Jews of his time. In first century Jewish culture, to dine together was to show a bond of fellowship 
and peace among those at the table. Observant Jews did not generally dine with foreigners and sinners. Yet, Jesus 
chooses to honour the tax collector, Zacchaeus, by staying at his house. 
 

Even before Jesus comes to his home, Zacchaeus shows himself to be someone in search of salvation. Zacchaeus, 
described as short in stature, climbs a tree in order to see Jesus. We know from Luke's description that Zacchaeus was 
no ordinary tax collector; he was, in fact, the chief tax collector and a person of some wealth. In his search for salvation, 
he humbled himself by making a spectacle of himself by climbing a tree. Jesus recognizes the faith of this tax collector 
exhibited in his search for salvation and calls him down from the tree. In the hospitality he extends to Jesus and in his 
conversion of heart, Zacchaeus is raised up by Jesus as a model of salvation. 
 
 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm             Pauline O’Dowd R.I.P 
Sunday 3rd                              9.00am              Michael Greene R.I.P 
November                                 11.00am              People of the Parish 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 4th                                                           No Mass                                                                 
                                                     
Tuesday 5th                               9.15am              (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                       For the Faithful Departed    
                                                                                                                       
Wednesday 6th                      10.30am              (with OLW School)                                                   Karen Harkin R.I.P 
 
Thursday 7th                             9.15am              (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                       For the Faithful Departed                                  
                                                                                                                                                                          
Friday 8th                               10.00am              Fr Louis McRaye R.I.P 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Saturday 9th                            9.00am               Paul Lawn + Exposition                                          Confessions 11.00am-11.30am 
                                                   

_______________________________________________________ 
 

THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm              People of the Parish  
Sunday 10th                              9.00am              For the Faithful Departed  
November                               11.00am             Mary Sheridan R.I.P   
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Mary Kavanagh R.I.P, Anne Rodgers R.I.P and Patrick  
O’ Regan R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace.  
 
WEDDING: Please pray for Francesco Pendino and Alexandra Smith who were married this weekend. We wish them every happiness 

and God’s blessing for their future together as husband and wife. 

SECOND COLLECTION: A Second Collection will be taken this weekend for the Johnson Association. This is the diocesan charity 

for the retired clergy. Thank you for your generosity. 

BOOK SALE: November 9th at 11.00am-1.00pm in the Parish Hall.  Tea and cakes will be available and proceeds will be for the 
Church Organ Fund.  Any donations of books will be most welcome. 
 
DEACON SEAN LOONE – NEW BOOK: Deacon Sean Loone has written a new book entitled ‘BORN FOR US’ - A journey into 
the real meaning of Christmas. The parish has ordered twenty copies and these are now available from the Piety Stall priced £9.99. 
Deacon Sean has agreed to give a presentation about his new book to the parish on Thursday 14th November at 7pm in the Studio 
Hall of Our Lady of the Wayside School. Everyone welcome.  
 
THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED AND THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER:   Praying for the souls of the faithful departed has been a 

long standing custom within the history of the Church. The month of November gives us an opportunity to do this, as it is right and 

proper that we should pray for our loved ones who have died. The Parish will host a series of nine Masses celebrated for the faithful 

departed. At each of these nine Masses, the Mass intention will be offered up for names of the Holy Souls on the sheet for that day. If 

you wish to have Mass offered for a deceased person, then please write their names clearly on the sheets provided in the side chapel by 

the statue of Our Lady. Please do not remove these sheets from the church. There are envelopes available for you to place an offering if 

you so wish and a basket for the envelopes to go in. Thank you. The nine masses will be celebrated on the following dates in November: 

1. Tuesday 5th November                9.15am                6.    Wednesday 20th   November        9.15am 
2. Thursday 7th November              9.15am                                               7.     Saturday 23rd   November            5.30pm 
3. Sunday 10th November               9.00am                                               8.     Wednesday 27th November          9.15am 
4. Thursday 14th November            9.15am                                                           9.     Friday 29th  November                 10.00am 
5. Saturday 16th  November            9.00am 

 
BLESSING OF GRAVES: The Blessings will take place on the following Sundays in November at 2.00pm (except for Oscott) at the 
cemeteries listed below:- 
 
Oscott:                                                             Saturday 2nd November  at 3.00pm  
Brandwood End and Woodlands:      Sunday 3rd November  
Lodge Hill and Robin Hood :                Sunday 10th November      
Widney Manor and Kings Norton:     Sunday 17th November 
Yardley:                                                           Sunday 24th November      
 
 
ACTA: A talk will be given at St Mary’s Parish Centre, Vivian Road, Harborne on Sunday 17th November at 2pm by Pippa Bonner on 
Older People: Their Values, Gifts and Struggles. Everyone welcome. No charge. See Poster in church porch. 
 
PIETY STALL: ‘Christmas’ is coming to the Piety Stall shortly.  This year there is to be a raffle for a crib – more details later.  Please, 
please take your old £1 coins to the bank – not the Piety Stall.  Thank you. 
 
PARISH HISTORY: Now that the parish website is running well under new management, we would like to ask for volunteers to 
organise material on the history of the parish to be added to the website.  If interested please email John in the parish office. 
 
PRAYING ON-LINE:  We would like to add a ‘prayer corner’ to the parish website.  If you have a prayer site that you would like to 
recommend, please email it to the Parish Office. 
 
 
COLLECTION: 27th October 2019 –  Gift Aid: £281.00.   Loose: £497.06.  Standing Order: £613.00.   TOTAL: £1,391.06 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £93.36. 
............................................................................................................................. .................................... 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading:  Wisdom 11: 22- 12.2  You are merciful to all because you love all that exists. 

Responsorial Psalm 144.  I will bless your name for ever, O God my King. 
 
Second Reading: St. Paul to the Thessalonians 1: 11-2:2 The name of Christ will be glorified in you and you in him. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, Alleluia! Blessings on the Kling who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest heavens! Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 19:1-10.  The Son of Man has come to seek out and save what was lost. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  You will show me the path of life, the fullness of joy in your presence, O Lord. 
 
 


