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8th SEPTEMBER 2019 

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

In chapter 14 of Luke's Gospel, Jesus is speaking to people gathered at the table about the difficulties of following 
him. This group of people is suspicious about Jesus, looking to catch him doing something wrong. Jesus speaks to them 
in parables, emphasizing that although there is a right way to be a disciple and enter into the kingdom of his Father, it 
is a difficult path to follow. Many, even some of the guests at the table, reject the invitation. So Jesus turns to the crowds 
and speaks to them of discipleship. Jesus explains that, when it comes to making a choice for the Kingdom of God, 
nothing can get in the way. When Jesus describes “hating” one's father and mother, he is not talking about feelings. 
Rather, he is emphasizing very strongly that choosing to be a disciple means that everything else—family, money, your 
own life—must come second. 

 
Jesus makes it very clear that being a disciple is not easy. It means to bear one's own cross. These difficult 

sayings of Jesus are followed by two brief parables (a person constructing a tower and a king marching into battle) 
that make an obvious point—don't start what you cannot finish. Discipleship is difficult and is something we can commit 
to only if we are prepared to put the Kingdom of God before everything else. 
  

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

TWENTY- THIRD  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm             Mary McManus 
Sunday 8th                                9.00am             People of the Parish 
September                                 11.00am             Mary Hall R.I.P. 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 9th                                9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                      Eucharistic Service                        
                                                    
Tuesday 10th                             9.15am             (8.55am The Rosary)                               Card. Velasio De Paolis R.I.P                           
                                                                                                                       
Wednesday 11th                        9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                       John Regan R.I.P             
                                           
Thursday 12th                          10.30am            (School Mass)                                            Peter Barnett R.I.P                    
                                                                                                                                                                          
Friday 13th                               10.00am            Diane Douglas               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Saturday 14th                             9.00am           Dennis Williams  + Exposition              Confessions 11.00am-11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                         5.30pm            Fr Mario De Santis R.I.P 
Sunday 15th                               9.00am             Michael McLoughlin R.I.P 
September                               11.00am            People of the Parish  
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Michael Patrick Greene R.I.P. and Annie 
Mary Sheridan R.I.P. who died recently.  May they rest in peace. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY - SAFEGUARDING: There will be a short meeting in the Parish Hall on Sunday 8th 
September following the 11.00am Mass for all those who involved with the Sunday Children’s Liturgy. New Safeguarding 
rules have now come into force from the Archdiocese and all those who volunteer with the Children’s Liturgy are now 
required to have a DBS check. It will be important for you to attend the meeting if you volunteer for the Children’s Liturgy. 
The Parish Safeguarding representative who is Mrs Michelle Ashley will be present at the meeting and will explain the 
procedure involved and the necessary documentation that will require completing, in order for the DBS to be issued. 
Thank you. 
 
COLUMBAN FATHERS MISSION APPEAL: Thank you so much for the response to the Appeal made last weekend 
by Fr. John Collins SSC which raised the magnificent sum of £998.28.  
 
TEENAGE CANCER TRUST:  Francis Madden is raising money for Teenage Cancer Trust by taking part in a 24 hour 
sponsored bike ride from London to Paris as part of a larger fund raising program. All together it is hoped to raise one 
million pounds to help provide a pioneering hospital ward and team of community nurses. All funds raised go to the 
project and Francis’ personal target of £1,000 is enough to provide 33 hours of nursing care from a specialist Teenage 
Cancer Trust nurse. There is a link for online donations  (web link https://www.sponsorme.co.uk/francismadden). 
JUSTICE AND PEACE:  The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 10th September, at 7.45pm in the Parish 
Hall. 
 
FATHER HUDSON’S CARE:  On 21-22nd September the second collection will be for Father Hudson’s Care to support 
their mission of supporting vulnerable people across the Archdiocese of Birmingham.  Father Hudson’s reaches out to 
people of all ages who need support at times of adversity.  Please give generously to this worthy cause. 
 
BAPTISED AND SENT: OUR CALL TO BE MISSIONARY DISCIPLES: Saturday 12th October, 10am to 5pm, 
at St. Peter’s RC School, Solihull B91 3NZ  This is the 2019 Diocesan Justice & Peace Assembly, which is celebrating 
the Extraordinary Missionary Month, declared by Pope Francis for this October, by inviting you to reflect on your 
experiences, celebrating and putting in to action the call to mission for justice, peace and care for creation. Join the 
Columban Missionaries and people from across the Archdiocese to explore our call to be missionary disciples. Bring your 
own lunch. No charge, donations welcome. Register on-line at http://bit.ly/JandP_Assembly2019. Queries to Stephen 
Awre. Email: events@columbans.co.uk Tel: 01564 772 096. 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES FOR CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING A CATHOLIC SCHOOL: If you 
have a child in Year 3 or above and would like them to make their First Holy Communion in May 2020, please make 
yourself known to Father Gerardo, and collect an application form from the Sacristy. Please return the completed form 
asap. There will be an opportunity to join Year 3 Our Lady of the Wayside children for a retreat day in September, at Alton 
Castle.  
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  In order to assist the Sacristans to ensure there are sufficient numbers of Eucharistic 
Ministers at every Mass, could each Minister – on their allotted day -  please endeavour to arrive and sign the book 
about ten minutes before Mass begins.  Thank you.   
 
COLLECTION: 1st September 2019 –  Gift Aid: £273.00.   Loose: £391.89   Standing Order: £613.00.   TOTAL: £1277.89 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £43.30. 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading:  Wisdom 9: 13-18.  Who can divine the will of God? 

Responsorial Psalm 89: O Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to the next. 
 
Second Reading:  St. Paul to Philemon 9-10, 12-17.  Have him back, not as a slave any more, but as a dear brother. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia.  I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 14: 25-33.  None of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.  
 
Communion Antiphon:  Like the deer that yearns for running streams, so my soul is yearning for you, my God; my soul is 
thirsting for God, the living God. 
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