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25th August 2019 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 
 For those of us who have always been Catholic, we can ask what does entering through the narrow gate 
mean?  Being honest we have to admit that,  due to the effects of original sin, our sins and the sins of society, we 
sometimes look for a wide door that will allow us to follow Jesus without giving all of ourselves to him or converting 
fully or making a serious effort to overcome all sin and leave it behind.  Entering through the narrow gate means 
converting from our sins. 
 
 If we choose the wide gate of self-indulgence and sin and the pleasures of the moment, we will never be really 
happy.  The second reading today from the Letter to the Hebrews reminds us of who we are, God’s children, sons of 
God, “God treats you as sons.”  The only way to achieve real happiness and fulfilment in life is to remember who we 
are, sons and daughters of God, and live as sons and daughters of God choosing the narrow gate that leads to life.  We 
will not regret it. 
 
 Yes, if we choose the narrow gate, which is choosing Jesus and all he stands for, we are choosing life and 
happiness and peace.  Otherwise we are bringing disaster on ourselves.  Let us follow the invitation of Jesus in our 
Gospel today, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate ….” (Luke 13:24). 
 
  
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 
(Vigil Mass)                        5.30pm             People of the Parish 
Sunday 25th                              9.00am             Fr. Louis McRaye R.I.P. 
August                                        11.00am              40th Wedding Anniversary of David and Marysia Maxwell  

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 26th                              9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                      Eucharistic Service                        
                                                    
Tuesday 27th                                                        No Mass 
                                                                                                                       
Wednesday 28th                                                  No Mass  
                                           
Thursday 29th                                                      No Mass 
                                                                                                                                                                          
Friday 30th                                                            No Mass  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Saturday 31st                             9.00am             Eucharistic Service                             No Confessions Today 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                          5.30pm            People of the Parish  
Sunday 1st                                   9.00am            Fr. Louis McRaye R.I.P.  
September                                11.00am            William Looney R.I.P. 
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SUPPLY PRIEST: We welcome Fr Raymond Corbett to the parish over the next couple of weekends who will be covering 
the Sunday Masses.  
 
ST. CHAD’S SANCTUARY SUMMER PROGRAMME FOR ASYLUM SEEKING FAMILIES:  The very 
successful and joyful day hosted here at Our Lady of the Wayside by the school and parish on 15th August could not have 
taken place without the kindness of a great many people.  Thank you to everyone who provided food, helping hands and 
the warm welcome which was so thoroughly appreciated by our visitors.  55 children and 31 of their parents came to be 
entertained and fed, together with a dozen volunteers from the Sanctuary.   We had hoped to be able to fund the 
transport from central Birmingham in order to make the day trip possible. In fact the parish contributed a breathtaking 
total of £1906, sufficient to fund the entire summer activity programme with enough left over to start planning another 
special event for these families during the October half term.  Heartfelt thanks go to everyone who responded with such 
generosity. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY - SAFEGUARDING: There will be a short meeting in the Parish Hall on Sunday 8th 
September following the 11.00am Mass for all those who involved with the Sunday Children’s Liturgy. New Safeguarding 
rules have now come into force from the Archdiocese and all those who volunteer with the Children’s Liturgy are now 
required to have a DBS check. It will be important for you to attend the meeting if you volunteer for the Children’s Liturgy. 
The Parish Safeguarding representative who is Mrs Michelle Ashley will be present at the meeting and will explain the 
procedure involved and the necessary documentation that will require completing, in order for the DBS to be issued. 
Thank you. 
 
COLUMBAN FATHERS MISSION APPEAL: There will be a Columban Missionary Appeal on the weekend of 31st 
August/1st September. We welcome Fr John Collins SSC to the parish representing the Columban Fathers who will be 
speaking at the Masses.  
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION CLASSES FOR CHILDREN NOT ATTENDING A CATHOLIC SCHOOL: If you 
have a child in Year 3 or above and would like them to make their First Holy Communion in May 2020,  please make 
yourself known to Father Gerardo, and collect an application form from the Sacristy. Please return the completed form 
asap. There will be an opportunity to join Year 3 Our Lady of the Wayside children for a retreat day in September, at Alton 
Castle.  
 
NEWMAN CERTIFICATE IN CATHOLIC STUDIES: Applications are invited for the NCCS during the first two 
weeks of September 2019.  This course will be of interest to anybody interested in developing their knowledge and 
understanding of the Catholic faith.  The certificate is based on attendance only and there is no need to submit written 
assignments.  Participants for this course will attend classes alongside those studying for the Catholic Certificate in 
Religious Studies.  Please note that the Newman Certificate in Catholic Studies is not an alternative/equivalent to CCRS.  
Full details of costs, dates, application forms, can be found at www.newman.ac.uk or by emailing Eamonn Elliott at 
e.w.elliott@newman.ac.uk. 
 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  In order to assist the Sacristans to ensure there are sufficient numbers of Eucharistic 
Ministers at every Mass, could each Minister – on their allotted day -  please endeavour to arrive and sign the book 
about ten minutes before Mass begins.  Thank you.   
 
 
COLLECTION: 18th August 2019 –  Gift Aid: £290.00.   Loose: £471.85.   Standing Order: £613.00.   TOTAL: £1,374.85. 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £82.86. 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading:  Isaiah 66: 18-21.  They will bring all your brothers from all the nations. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 116.  Go out to the whole world; proclaim the Good News. 
 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 12: 5-7, 11-13.  The Lord trains the one that he loves. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia.  If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will love 
him, and we shall come to him.   Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 13: 22-30.  Men from east and west will come to take their places at the feast in the kingdom 
of God. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth and 
wine to cheer the heart. 
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