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28th April 2019 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR C 

Christ is risen. Alleluia! 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus greets his disciples with the gift of peace and the gift of the Holy Spirit. Jesus also 
commissions his disciples to continue the work that he has begun. As Jesus was sent by God, so too does Jesus send his 
disciples. This continuity with Jesus’ own mission is an essential element of the Church. Jesus grants the means to 
accomplish this mission when he gives his disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit binds us together as a 
community of faith and strengthens us to bear witness to Jesus’ Resurrection. 
 

Jesus’ words to his disciples also highlight the integral connection between the forgiveness of sins and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Forgiveness and reconciliation are gifts to us from Jesus. With the grace of the Holy Spirit, we can 
share these with others. This is another essential aspect of what it means to be Christ’s Church. The Church continues 
Jesus’ ministry of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
 

Thomas, the disciple who doubts, represents the reality of the Church that comes after this first community of 
disciples. All but the first disciples of Jesus must believe without seeing. Like Thomas, we may doubt the news that Jesus, 
who was crucified and buried, appeared to his disciples. It is part of our human nature to seek hard evidence that the 
Jesus who appeared to the disciples after his death is, indeed, the same Jesus who was crucified. Thomas is given the 
opportunity to be our representative who obtains this evidence. He gives witness to us that the Jesus who was raised is 
the same Jesus who had died. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, we are among those who are blessed for we have not 
seen and yet have believed. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD  – YEAR C 
 
(Vigil)                                5.30pm                 Mary Khan R.I.P      
Sunday                                 9.00am                  John Carragher R.I.P     
28th April                               11.00am                  Martin Gallagher   R.I.P 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 29th                        9.15am                  (8.55am Morning Prayer)                             Eucharistic Service                                 
                                                                                                                                       
Tuesday 30th                                                       No Mass                                 
  
Wednesday 1st                                                     No Mass 
May                                           

 
Thursday 2nd                                                  No Mass                                                                     
 
Friday 3rd                                                             No Mass  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Saturday 4th                                                         No  Mass                                                         No Confessions Today 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil)                                 5.30pm                 People of the Parish 
Sunday 5th                              9.00am                 Rex and Sheila Marfleet   (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
May                                       11.00am                 Sue Butler 

mailto:waysideparishoffice@gmail.com


EASTER OFFERINGS: Fr Gerardo is very grateful for the kind and gracious Easter Offerings given to him this Easter. 
Thank you for your continued generosity. May God bless you all.   

THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS: A big thank you to all those parishioners who have kindly made donations towards 

the new Stations of the Cross. Over £800.00 has been donated so far. I am sure that you will agree that the new Stations 

add light, colour and beauty to our church. Thank you and bless you.  

HOLY PLACES:  The collection held on Good Friday raised £614.50 for the Holy Places.  Thank you for your generosity. 

ST BASIL’S COLLECTION FOR THE HOMELESS:  Thank you again for your generosity for this collection which 

amounted to £378.25. 

SACRAMENTS OF INITIATION: Please pray for the following Candidates from the Parish who are due to receive the 
Sacraments of Initiation on Sunday 5th May at 11.00am Mass: Rachel Thompson; Michelle and Mason Hemphill, and 
Katie Biddle Rawbone;  we ask God to bless and guide them as they make this important step in their journey of faith. 
 
SOLIHULL MS SOCIETY: Sunday 28th April 11am to 3pm:  Cream Tea and Pamper Afternoon at Achill Guest 
House & Spa, 35 Hampton Road, Knowle.  Entrance £5 to include a cream tea and a drink.  Mini pamper treatments also 
available (facials, manicures, pedicures, massage), plus cake sale and raffle.  All proceeds to go to Solihull MS Society.  For 
more information, ring 01564 774090 or 07881 614481 or see poster on church notice board. 
 
FIRST HOLY COMMUINIONS 2019: Please pray for the children from our school and parish who will be receiving 
their First Holy Communion on Saturday 11th and 18th May at 11.00am. We would be grateful if some Wardens and 
Eucharistic Ministers could assist on those two Saturdays. If you would like to help, then please sign the lists in the sacristy, 
thank you. Would servers please also sign up for the First Holy Communion Masses.  Are there other parishioners available 
to look after the Piety Stall on one or both of the Saturdays?  Please phone Francine on 0121 744 9041.  Thank you. 
 
GIFT AID ENVELOPES:- Thank you if you have already collected your box of envelopes for the new tax year. If you 

have not yet, your box can be collected from the Sacristy.  If your circumstances have changed in the last year (home 

address or no longer paying tax), let us know so that we can update the records. If you wish to start making offertories 

using the envelope scheme, or change your standing order, or have any other questions, please contact the Parish Office 

by phone or email.  

PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE: Thank you to everyone who has written to give hope to others. 
 
PIETY STALL: Gifts and Cards for First Holy Communion are now on sale at the Piety Stall.   
 
TAKING STOCK:  There is a description of our Church under a national database of all Catholic Churches.  Please go 
to: taking-stock.org.uk and choose the Birmingham Diocese, then search for Our Lady of the Wayside Church. 
 
COLLECTION:  21st  April 2019.  Gift Aid: £380.  Loose: £892.81   Standing Order: £595.00.   TOTAL: £1867.81 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £94.65. 
................................................................................................................................................................. 
 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 5: 12-16.  The numbers of men and women who came to believe in the Lord increased steadily. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 117. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 
 
Second Reading:  Book of the Apocalypse 1: 9-13, 17-19.  I was dead and now I am to live for ever and ever. 
 
Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus said:  ‘You believe because you can see me.  Happy are those who have 
not seen and yet believe.’  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to John 20: 19-31.  Eight days later, Jesus came. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 
 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. (repeat) 
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