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3rd March 2019 

 
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

We are given strong lessons about being vigilant that the words that usher forth from our mouths glorify God.  
Both the first reading and the Gospel are full of advice on how to understand people and how to know others.  This is a 
strong part of spiritual living:  knowing the right people to associate with so that we can deepen our spiritual journey.  
Our speech affects the lives of adults and children. 

 
Luke’s Gospel speaks directly to this reality.  Good people produce good words and good deeds.  Additionally, 

Luke adds another subtle perspective:  do not judge another person.  Christ again teaches the necessity of humility and 
true charity as an inspiration of our external acts.  Our external acts must be an overflow of our love of God and 
neighbour.  Maybe we should ask ourselves for time to time:  through my speech do I produce good fruit?  When?  And, 
when might I be producing rotten fruit? Today God invites us to look at others and to be able to recognize good words 
and good deeds and to distinguish them from bad words and bad deeds. Let us pray in the Eucharist today for mastery 
over those “small rudders”, our tongues, that will help us live our daily lives in a way that reflects the love, mercy and 
compassion of God; and, work to do good and speak well. 

 
MASSES DURING THE WEEK 

 
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  YEAR C 

 
(Vigil Mass)                            5.30pm             Josie and Richard Bellaby  (25th Wedding Anniversary) 
Sunday 3rd                                      9.00am             People of the Parish      
March                                          11.00am             Mary Closse     
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 4th                                  9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                  Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                                                                       
Tuesday 5th                                               9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                  Hannah Nowotnik R.I.P                                  
    
Ash                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Wednesday 6th                             9.15am              Liturgy of the Word with Blessing and Imposition of Ashes (with OLW School) 
                                                     11.00am              (with OLW School) Private Intention 
                                                       7.30pm              Tom and Mary Harrison R.I.P  
                                                                                                                          
Thursday 7th                              10.30am             Requiem Mass for Concetta Chandler R.I.P                                    
                                                 
Friday 8th                                    7.00pm              Stations of the Cross  
                                                      7.30pm              P J and Noreen Barry R.I.P  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Saturday 9th                                9.00am              Thomas Geever  + Exposition Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am 
                                                 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                           5.30pm              Mary Surgery  
Sunday 10th                                  9.00am              People of the Parish  
March                                         11.00am              Walter Durkan 
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Concetta Chandler R.I.P, Eusebio De Sousa Goncalves 
Rosado R.I.P, and Peter Barnett R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace. 
 
PETER BARNETT R.I.P Sadly, Peter Barnett, who had been the Organist here at the parish for many years, died early on Monday 
morning of last week. Peter also played at St Giles’ Church, Packwood.  Peter had been suffering with ill health for well over two years 
and had been receiving treatment at Heartlands Hospital, which at times had become invasive, leaving him very weak. Peter was well 
loved here in the parish and at Packwood also. He was grateful for the care, love and affection which he received from parishioners, 
especially during his illness. He will be remembered for his warmth and gentleness and above all, for being an outstanding musician.  
May he now rest in peace. 
 
SECOND COLLECTION: To be taken this weekend for the Cathedral Maintenance Fund. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS: The Parish Accounts for the year ending 2018, are published alongside this weekend’s Newsletter.  Rex 
Marfleet will be giving a short presentation at the end of the Masses explaining the finances and ongoing work. Thank you to all those 
on the Finance Committee who have prepared the accounts and for their continued assistance and support.  
 
FAIR TRADE FORTNIGHT Feb 25 - March 10th: Join us in the Parish Hall after 9 and 11am Masses on Sunday 3rd March for 
a "cake-fest". Lots of home-made cakes and tray-bakes, all made using Fair Trade ingredients, plus coffee, tea and a chat. Proceeds to 
CAFOD 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY: The rigours of Lent will shortly be upon us with the celebration of Ash Wednesday, which this year falls on 

Wednesday 6th March. Mass Times: 11.00am & 7.30pm. This is a day of Fasting and Abstinence. These are the norms that govern 

Fasting and Abstinence: Every person 14 years of age or older must abstain from meat (and items made with meat) on Ash 

Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent. Every person between the age of 18 and 59 (your 59th birthday begins your 

60th year) must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 

LENT WALK WTH ME: The Lent booklets are now available at the back of the Church priced £1 each. Calendars are also available. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS:  Every Friday evening in Lent at 7.00pm. Please do come along to this wonderful meditation.  

TRAINING FOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:  An exciting day of training for both new and experienced Ministers of Holy 

Communion is taking place at St. Ambrose Barlow, Hall Green, on Saturday, 30 March, from 10am-4pm.  Every minister in the Deanery 

is encouraged to attend one of the three dates planned across the Deanery and more details are on the poster.  The day will be led by 

Mgr. McHugh and will include visiting priests.  Bring your own lunch but tea/coffee provided. 

ON-LINE 3 MINUTE DAILY RETREAT: The Jesuit Fathers provide an excellent resource for prayer and meditation. If you go on-

line to: www.loyolapress.com  you will see that it provides a three minute daily retreat. This is an excellent way of doing something 

extra by way of prayer for the season of Lent. Just follow the instructions when accessing the reflection. The mediations provided are 

accompanied by scripture references and gentle background music.  

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY: Friday 15th March is CAFOD Family Fast Day. Envelopes will be distributed next weekend.  

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: Classes will begin imminently. If there are young people in the parish who attend non 

Catholic schools and are in Year 6 or above and would like to be prepared for receiving Confirmation, then please take and complete 

the Application Form which is available in the Sacristy. Please return to Fr Gerardo as soon as possible. Thank you. 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE:  Birmingham Kick-off Event: Bishop John Keenan will be speaking on ‘Abortion - The Need for Public 
Witness’ and Pastor Darnell Starks will be sharing his moving personal testimony. Join us at the 40 Days for Life Kick-off event on 
Sunday 3rd March, 2pm, Upper Cloister Room, Birmingham Oratory, 141 Hagley Rd, B16 8UE. All Welcome. For more information 
please contact Isabel: 07773501721 
 
THANKS:   Helen Tuite would like to thank everyone who attended the funeral of her late mother, Norah Tuite, on 13th February, and 
to all who contributed to the charity donations which were given in lieu of flowers.  The total raised was £320, which will be split 
between The Fr. O’Mahony Trust and the MS Solihull Group, as were Norah’s wishes.  If anyone else would like to make a donation, 
they can contact Thomas Bragg Funeral Directors. 
 
COLLECTION:  24th February 2019.  Gift Aid: £314.95.  Loose: £400.77.  Standing Order: £601.00.     TOTAL: £1,316.72. 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £153.58. 
............................................................................................................................. ...................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 27: 4-7.  Do not praise a man before he has spoken. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps. 91.  It is good to give you thanks, O Lord. 
 
Second Reading:  St. Paul to the Corinthians 15: 54-58.  He has given us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!   Open our heart, O Lord, to accept the words of your Son.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke  6: 39-45.  A man’s words flow out of what fills his heart. 
 
Communion Antiphon: I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High. 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
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