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3rd FEBRUARY 2019 

 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

The readings today show us that Jesus is the fulfilment of the Old Testament prophecy of Jeremiah.  The great 

prophets of the Old Testament were able to foresee although probably without complete clarity.  It is as if today we were 

to prophecy that in the future there will be peace if people return to God.  That is a prophecy that any of us could make.  

The Old Testament prophets were so convinced of God’s involvement in the world that they had complete confidence 

that God will win in the end and that people will return to Him.  We need to look at our faith in this regard.  Do we really 

trust that God is acting in our world?  Do we really believe that God is more powerful than all of the negative and even 

evil forces that now seem to work in our world?  Jeremiah invites us to trust more deeply:  for him, a Saviour will come.  

For us, a Saviour has come. 

Jesus does the works that the prophets foretold.  By doing those works, He eventually angers more and more 

people or causes them to stop believing because they cannot believe all that He says.  We can look ahead to his triumphal 

entry in Jerusalem, when so many of His followers believed Him.  And yet shortly after that, when He is condemned 

and dies, almost all abandon any belief. The Cross of our Lord is a stumbling block and causes all kinds of problems for 

people who might want to believe.  The freedom of Jesus causes others to stop believing.  Those who want to keep 

everything under control and not let anything unusual happen cannot believe.  And you?  And me?  Can we believe?  Do 

we believe?  Are we ready to follow our Lord and die with Him? 

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                           5.30pm           Kathleen Stieger and Dr Chris Holland R.I.P 
Sunday 3rd                                     9.00am           Pamela Fabrizio R.I.P 
February                                    11.00am           Martin Smith R.I.P 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 4th                                9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                  Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                                                                       
Tuesday 5th                                                                        No Mass                                                                                     
                                                                                          
Wednesday 6th                                                     No Mass       
                                                                                                                          
Thursday 7th                              9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                  Brendan Scanlon R.I.P                              
                                                 
Friday 8th                                   7.30pm            People of the Parish                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Saturday 9th                               9.00am            Terry Hearn R.I.P                                               Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am 
                                                

_______________________________________________________ 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                          5.30pm           Daniel McGeoghan R.I.P     
Sunday 10th                                9.00am            People of the Parish      
February                                   11.00am            Lily Lynch R.I.P     
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of Norah Tuite R.I.P and Kenneth Tipping R.I.P 
who died recently. May they rest in peace. 
 
SUPPLY PRIEST: This weekend, we welcome Fr. Timothy Ford to the parish who will be covering in Fr. Gerardo’s 

absence. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE: There will be a meeting of the Justice and Peace Group on Tuesday, 5th February at 7.45pm 

in the Parish Hall. Everybody welcome. 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: If there are young people in the parish who attend non Catholic schools 

and are in Year 6 or above and would like to be prepared for receiving Confirmation, then please take and complete the 

Application Form which is available in the Sacristy. Please return to Fr Gerardo as soon as possible. Information about 

classes will follow shortly. Thank you. 

OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL: The closing date for applications for the Pre-School year September 
2019-July 2020 is Thursday, 28th February 2019.  We can offer your child a safe and secure environment to play and learn.  
Our highly trained staff ensure that a wide range of activities including arts & crafts, messy play and role-play are 
undertaken daily.  With our fantastic secure outdoor play area, half under cover fresh air and exercise can be enjoyed in 
all weather.  We have a wonderful new natural garden which inspires imaginative play.  All children between the ages of 
2½ -4 years welcome.  Our Pre-School opening hours are 9.15am – 12.15pm.  For further details, to arrange a visit or an 
application form, please contact Pre-School (07474 73744) weekdays 9.00am-12.30pm or alternatively, visit our website 
at www.OLOWpreschool.com or email us at ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com  

WANTED – NEW LEADERS FOR BEAVERS AND SCOUTS:  At Christmas, one of our beaver leaders, Mick and 
one of our Scout leaders, Dave (after 24 years) stepped down.  Therefore I need your help in finding new leaders to join 
the leadership teams. Our beavers (ages 6-8} and scouts (ages 11-14) are very dynamic and enjoy all sorts of adventurous 
activities such as den building, canoeing, camping, skiing, craft activities, etc,  Being part of the scouting family is exciting, 
enjoyable and immensely satisfying and is an opportunity for you or friends to take on a voluntary role which can be a 
valuable addition to your CV when applying for jobs and progressing careers.  If you are interested in joining the leadership 
team or have friends or work colleagues who might be interested, do get in touch with Ian  on 0776601145 (or e-
mail ianswancott@blueyonder.co.uk). The role is unpaid but training is provided by the Scout Association and you will 
gets lots of support from me and the other leaders at Second Shirley.  I hope that you can help and together we can secure 
the future of beavers and scouts in the Parish.  

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, Vernon Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 9SL:  A Memorial Mass to 
celebrate the life and work of Miss Eastwood (former Head of RE) will be held on Saturday, 16th March 2019, at 10.30am.  
The Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Robert Byrne.  If you wish to attend can you please contact Mrs Pellowe, prior to 
the date, either by phone (0121 454 0895) or email (spellowe@stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk) with your name and number 
attending. 
 
COLLECTION:  27th January 2019.  Gift Aid: £328.44.  Loose: £428.86.  Standing Order: £601.00.     TOTAL: £1,358 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £104.58.  
............................................................................................................................. ...................................................... 

 
TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Jeremiah 1: 4-5, 17-19.  I have appointed you as prophet to the nations. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps. 70:  My lips will tell of your help. 
 
Second Reading:  St. Paul to the Corinthians 12: 31 – 13:13.  There are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the greatest of 
these is love. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says the Lord; no one can come to the 
Father except through me. Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 4: 21-30.  Like Elijah and Elisha, Jesus is not sent to the Jews only. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Let your face shine on your servant.  Save me in your merciful love.  O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for 
I call on you.   
 
Dismissal of the Children 
 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
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