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27th JANUARY 2019 

 THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

Today, Jesus presents his mission. This is, the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah 61: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me to bring good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour…”  This 
prophecy was made when the Israelites lived in slavery and misery in exile. So, by using these same words as the basis 
of his ministry and mission, Christ announced His reign of peace, justice, freedom and love to all those suffering from 
all kinds of oppressions and injustice.  
 

The good news liberates us from two types of slavery. The first is self-imposed slavery. This results from 
personal sins and mistakes in life. This makes us, spiritually blind and weak. It cripples our spiritual life, and hardens 
our hearts against God and all that is good. This is the worst form of slavery, because it affects us both spiritually and 
physically. Only Christ can liberate us from this slavery. We can achieve this liberation by accepting the good news, and 
by seeking reconciliation with Christ and ourselves. 
 

The other type of slavery is that which is imposed on us by others or society. These include structural, economic, 
and social injustices that do not allow us to live a fulfilled life in this world, even when we make all the necessary efforts. 
Both of these are great sources of pains and burden to us. However, it is important to note that Christ strengthens to 
overcome all. So, with the psalmist today, let us exalt the Lord: “Your words are spirit, Lord; they give life.” 

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -  YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                            5.30pm           Toni Maclean 
Sunday 27th                                    9.00am           Mary Khan R.I.P 
January                                       11.00am           People of the Parish 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 28th                               9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                        Eucharistic Service 
                                                   6.00pm           Vigil for Jim Butler R.I.P 
                                                                                                     
Tuesday 29th                                           11.00am           Requiem Mass for Jim Butler R.I.P                                                                                     
                                                                                          
Wednesday 30th                                                   No Mass       
                                                                                                                          
Thursday 31st                                                       No Mass              
                                                 
Friday 1st                                                              No Mass             
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Saturday 2nd                                                         No Mass                                                                    No Confessions Today 
                                                

_______________________________________________________ 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                         5.30pm           Kathleen Stieger and Dr Chris Holland R.I.P 
Sunday 3rd                                 9.00am            Pamela Fabrizio R.I.P 
February                                  11.00am            Martin Smith R.I.P 
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of Jim Butler R.I.P who died recently. May he 
rest in peace. 
 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: If there are young people in the parish who attend non Catholic schools 

and are in Year 6 or above and would like to be prepared for receiving Confirmation, then please take and complete the 

Application Form which is available in the Sacristy. Please return to Fr Gerardo as soon as possible. Information about 

classes will follow shortly. Thank you. 

OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL: The closing date for applications for the Pre-School year September 
2019-July 2020 is Thursday, 28th February 2019.  We can offer your child a safe and secure environment to play and learn.  
Our highly trained staff ensure that a wide range of activities including arts & crafts, messy play and role-play are 
undertaken daily.  With our fantastic secure outdoor play area, half under cover fresh air and exercise can be enjoyed in 
all weather.  We have a wonderful new natural garden which inspires imaginative play.  All children between the ages of 
2½ -4 years welcome.  Our Pre-School opening hours are 9.15am – 12.15pm.  For further details, to arrange a visit or an 
application form, please contact Pre-School (07474 73744) weekdays 9.00am-12.30pm or alternatively, visit our website 
at www.OLOWpreschool.com or email us at ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com  

WANTED – NEW LEADERS FOR BEAVERS AND SCOUTS:  At Christmas, one of our beaver leaders, Mick and 
one of our Scout leaders, Dave (after 24 years) stepped down.  Therefore I need your help in finding new leaders to join 
the leadership teams. Our beavers (ages 6-8} and scouts (ages 11-14) are very dynamic and enjoy all sorts of adventurous 
activities such as den building, canoeing, camping, skiing, craft activities, etc,  Being part of the scouting family is exciting, 
enjoyable and immensely satisfying and is an opportunity for you or friends to take on a voluntary role which can be a 
valuable addition to your CV when applying for jobs and progressing careers.  If you are interested in joining the leadership 
team or have friends or work colleagues who might be interested, do get in touch with Ian  on 0776601145 (or e-
mail ianswancott@blueyonder.co.uk). The role is unpaid but training is provided by the Scout Association and you will 
gets lots of support from me and the other leaders at Second Shirley.  I hope that you can help and together we can secure 
the future of beavers and scouts in the Parish. 

NORAH TUITE: Norah, a long standing member of this parish, will be celebrating her 90th birthday on Monday, 18th 
February.  Her daughter, Helen, is organising a little get together (with cake!) for her at 2.00pm on Saturday 16th February.  
If you know Norah and would like to pop along, can you please call Helen on 07941 416303 for further details. 

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, Vernon Road, Edgbaston, Birmingham B16 9SL:  A Memorial Mass to 
celebrate the life and work of Miss Eastwood (former Head of RE) will be held on Saturday, 16th March 2019, at 10.30am.  
The Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Robert Byrne.  If you wish to attend can you please contact Mrs Pellowe, prior to 
the date, either by phone (0121 454 0895) or email (spellowe@stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk) with your name and number 
attending. 
 
COLLECTION:  20th January 2019.  Gift Aid: £340.10  Loose: £480.79.  Standing Order: £601.00.     TOTAL: £ 1,421.89 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: £104.58.  Grateful thanks to Maggy Jennings for raising £600 for the Trust from the marmalade 
sales. 
............................................................................................................................. ...................................................... 

 
TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Nehemiah 8: 2-6, 8-10.  Ezra read from the law of God and the people understood what was read. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps. 18.  Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life. 
 
Second Reading:  Letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians 12: 12-30.  You together are Christ’s body; but each of you is a different part of it. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! The Lord has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty 
to captives.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 1: 1-4, 4: 14-21.  The text is being fulfilled today. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Look toward the Lord and be radiant; let your faces not be abashed. 
 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
 Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
 
© 1989 Christopher Walker, OCP Publications 

http://www.olowpreschool.com/
mailto:ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com
mailto:ianswancott@blueyonder.co.uk
mailto:spellowe@stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk

