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13th JANUARY 2019 

 FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

The baptism of Jesus is an important event in each of the gospels, heralding as it does the beginning of Jesus’ 
public life and marking him out as the beloved of God. Luke’s account of the baptism does not focus on the event itself 
but on its aftermath, i.e. the descent of the Holy Spirit on Jesus while he was at prayer. In describing it in this way, the 
evangelist is highlighting two themes that are central to his gospel. These are the role of the Spirit and the importance 
of prayer in Jesus’ life. For Luke the fact that they are important in the life of Jesus means that they must also be 
important in the lives of his followers. 
 

In remembering this incident, we are being asked not only to believe it of Jesus but also to recognise it as our 
own story. Through baptism, each of us has become a beloved son or daughter of God and it is an awareness of this 
reality which becomes the driving force in our lives as Christians. The image of God as shepherd and defender is one 
that we need to consider as we recall our own baptism, for the God who calls us is not some distant disembodied voice 
but the parent, friend and guide who says to us ‘you are my beloved’. It was while at prayer Jesus became aware of the 
power of the Spirit within him and today we too are invited to pray for an understanding of what the Holy Spirit is 
offering us and asking of us. 
 

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD -  YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                           5.30pm            Joseph Smith   
Sunday 13th                                   9.00am            People of the Parish    
December                                  11.00am            Desmond Lennon R.I.P 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 14th                                9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                         Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                                     
Tuesday 15th                                                                                      No Mass      
                                                                                          
Wednesday 16th                          9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                         Elaine Hodges R.I.P      
                                                                                                                          
Thursday 17th                           10.00am           Requiem Mass for Joan Brown R.I.P 
                                                 
Friday 18th                                  7.30pm           Fr Dominic and Fr Paul’s Intentions 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Saturday 19th                              9.00am           Tom Healey  + Exposition                          Confessions: 11.00am – 11.30am  
                                                

_______________________________________________________ 
 

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                          5.30pm           People of the Parish   
Sunday 20th                                9.00am           Catherine Kelly R.I.P     
January                                     11.00am           Michael McMahon R.I.P    
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Joan Brown R.I.P, and Jim Butler R.I.P who 
died recently. May they rest in peace. 
 
NEW ORGANIST FOR 9.00am SUNDAY MASS: We welcome Mr Marcus Wheatley who will be playing the Organ 
for Sunday Mass at 9.00am. Marcus plays the Organ at St Augustine’s Church, Solihull and will be playing here at the 
9.00am as of next weekend.   
 
THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: If there are young people in the parish who attend non Catholic schools 

and are in Year 6 or above and would like to be prepared for receiving Confirmation, then please take and complete the 

Application Form which is available in the Sacristy. Please return to Fr Gerardo as soon as possible. Information about 

classes will follow shortly. Thank you. 

FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  The AGM will be held in the Parish Centre after the 11.00am Mass on Sunday, 20th 
January 2019.  Please come to hear how your donations have been distributed.  Tea and coffee will be provided. 
 
2019 CHURCH DIARIES: The new Diaries for 2019 have finally arrived. Apologies for any inconvenience caused with 
the delay. 

ROTAS FOR 2019. Please would Ministers of Communion collect their 2019 rota from the Sacristy. Thank you. 
 
OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL: The closing date for applications for the Pre-School year September 
2019-July 2020 is Thursday, 28th February 2019.  We can offer your child a safe and secure environment to play and learn.  
Our highly trained staff ensure that a wide range of activities including arts & crafts, messy play and role-play are 
undertaken daily.  With our fantastic secure outdoor play area, half under cover fresh air and exercise can be enjoyed in 
all weather.  We have a wonderful new natural garden which inspires imaginative play.  All children between the ages of 
2½ -4 years welcome.  Our Pre-School opening hours are 9.15am – 12.15pm.  For further details, to arrange a visit or an 
application form, please contact Pre-School (07474 73744) weekdays 9.00am-12.30pm or alternatively, visit our website 
at www.OLOWpreschool.com or email us at ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com  
 
ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL:  The Governing Body of St. Peter’s School are currently seeking to recruit a new 
Deputy Headteacher.  The post is advertised in the TES and closes on 7th February 2019.  Interviews will take place on 7th 
March 2019.  For further information please visit the school website www.st-peters.solihull.sch.uk.   Informal visits are 
encouraged by arrangement by contacting Geri Silverton, tel. 0121 705 3988.  Email: gsilverton@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk.  
Applications should be addressed to the Chair of Governors and sent to: recruitment@st-peters.solihull.sch.uk or by post 
via the school address. – Whitefields Road, Solihull, West Midlands B91 3NZ. 
 
ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.  A Memorial Mass to celebrate the life and work of Miss Eastwood (former Head 
of RE) will be on Saturday, 16th March 2019 at 10.30am.  The Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Robert Byrne.  If you wish 
to attend can you please contact Mrs Pellowe, prior to the date, either by phone 0121 454 0895 or email: 
spellowe@stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk) with your name and number attending. 
 
COLLECTION:  6th January 2019.  Gift Aid: £404.53.  Loose: £459.42.  Standing Order: £601.00.     TOTAL: £ 1464.95 
 
Father O’Mahony Trust: 88.00 
  
..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Isaiah 40: 1-5, 9-11.  The glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all mankind shall see it. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps. 103.  Bless the Lord, my soul! Lord God, how great you are. 
 
Second Reading:  Letter of St. Paul to Titus 2: 11-14, 3: 4-7.  He saved us by the cleansing water of rebirth and by renewing us with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Someone is coming, said John, someone greater than I.  He will baptise you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 3:15-16, 21-22.  While Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven opened. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Behold the One of whom John said: I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 
 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
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