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23rd December 2018 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

 
The Gospel of Luke today recounts the story of the Visitation.  Mary goes to visit Elizabeth. Mary is barely on the other side 

of childhood and Elizabeth is a seasoned woman beyond childbearing age.  Both share the glorious joy of holy and unexpected 
pregnancies. The young woman and the old woman commit themselves to their children in the womb; St. John Chrysostom said a 
parent is not one who brings children into the world, but one who expends the energy to raise them. In that visit we are given the 
words that we Christians need to hear:  Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.  
Mary’s affirmed her belief with her ‘yes.’  She models for us purity of heart, the alignment of will with God’s will. 
 

As we anticipate the magnificent celebration of Christmas, the birth of our Saviour, we can prepare ourselves in these final 
days by listening to the Word and asking for purity of heart, alignment of our will with the Will of God.  May Christ be born in us 
and in our world so that divine transformation will be our experience now and always. 

 
MASSES DURING THE WEEK 

 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT -  YEAR C 

 
(Vigil Mass)                           5.30pm              Mary Surgey R.I.P + Joanna McCarthy R.I.P 
Sunday 23rd                                  9.00am              People of the Parish 
December                                  11.00am             Oliver McGovern R.I.P 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 24th                                9.15am                                (8.55am Morning Prayer)               Private Intention (P.C) 
                                                       11.00am-12.00pm             Confessions 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Christmas 
Eve                                         6.00pm           Vigil Mass of Christmas                            Private Intention 
                                                 8.30pm           Vigil of Carols + Readings                           
                                                 9.00pm           Mass                                                             Private Intention 

Tuesday 25th December 
Christmas Day                 9.00am            People of the Parish  
                                                11.00am            Maura Rice R.I.P                        

                                                     
Wednesday 26th                          10.00am             Mgr. Patrick O’Mahony R.I.P 
                                                                                                                          
Thursday 27th                             10.00am             Deidre Callaghan  
                                                 
Friday 28th                                  10.00am  Peter Connolly R.I.P 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Saturday 29th                              10.00am              Kevin Fahy (Special Intention)                         Confessions 11.00am – 11.30am  
                                                

_______________________________________________________ 
 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                            5.30pm             Margaret and Daniel Mannion R.I.P 
Sunday 30th                                  9.00am             Mary and Abdullah Khan R.I.P 
December                                   11.00am             Jim Hurley R.I.P  
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Joan Brown R.I.P, Patrick Ford R.I.P and Lucia Vanacore 
R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS: Fr Gerardo and Deacon Sean would like to extend their warmest greetings and best wishes to all of you 
this Christmas. As we celebrate the birth of our Saviour, the infant Jesus, we pray that he will bring his peace and joy to all of your 
families at this holy time. May God bless you all.  

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION: This is the traditional offering made to Fr Gerardo at Christmastide. Thank you for your kindness and 
generosity.  
 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS: Every Christmas, the Church Sanctuary is decorated with Poinsettias. We would be most grateful if 
you would kindly buy a plant for the Church this Christmas. These can be brought to the Church over the next few days. The plants can 
be left in the sacristy. Thank you. 
 
2019 DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES: These are now available from the Piety Stall. 

CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION LISTS: Ministers of Communion, Readers, Servers and Wardens are asked to sign in the sacristy for 
the Christmas Celebrations. 

CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS: Please note, that this Christmas, there will not be a Mass at Midnight as has been the custom 
here in previous years. Mass will be celebrated instead at the new time of 9.00pm on Christmas Eve, with carols and readings from 
8.30pm. The earlier Mass on Christmas Eve of 6.00pm will remain at the same time. Thank you.  

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES:    CHRISTMAS EVE: 6.00pm + 9.00pm          CHRISTMAS DAY: 9.00am + 11.00am 

2019 CHURCH DIARIES: Unfortunately, the new Diaries for 2019, have not arrived yet. We apologise for any inconvenience. 
 

ROTAS FOR 2019. Please would Ministers of Communion collect their 2019 rota from the Sacristy. Thank you. 
 
ADVENT GREETING CARD CAMPAIGN: Please will you help? So many people suffer terrible injustices and persecutions 
await your card to give them hope and to let them know they are not forgotten. On the display table at the back of  church are two lists 
(pink & yellow sheets), with different people on each list. Please take one or both lists and follow the instructions carefully and DO 
NOT send religious cards except to those indicated, otherwise you will worsen their conditions.  Please support this campaign 
remembering that Our Lord was once a Prisoner of Conscience too. 
 
FAIR TRADE SALE:  A large range of Fairly Traded Christmas cards and gifts will be on sale in the Narthex this weekend.  Please 

come along and support Traidcraft by stocking up.    We all benefit from our substantial parish discount when buying from the parish 

stall.  Producers in the developing world benefit directly from every gift or food purchase made.  Profits made from card sales are shared 

with CAFOD, Christian Aid and SCIAF. 

PIETY STALL: A range of Christmas items have arrived for the Piety Stall including Christmas cards. Please do have a browse. 
 
LUCKY WINNER.  Would Maria, who bought raffle tickets 446-450 at the recent marmalade sale, please contact Maggy Jennings on 
0121 744 5916  so she can collect the Fair Trade basket of goodies she has won.  Many Thanks.  
 
COLLECTION: 9th  December 2018.  Gift Aid: £.  Loose: £.  Standing Order: £601.00.     TOTAL: £  
 Fr. O’Mahony Trust: £ 40.80    
 
..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Micah 5: 1-4 Out of you will be born the one who is to rule over Israel. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps.79   R. God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 
 
Second Reading:  The Letter to the Hebrews. 10.5-10 Here I am! I am coming to do your will. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!    I am the handmaid of the Lord: let what you have said to be done to me.  
Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 1: 39-45  Why should I be honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel. 
 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
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