
 

 OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

566 Stratford Road, Shirley, Solihull, B90 4AY 

Tel: 0121 744 1967 
 

A FAIRTRADE PARISH 

Parish Priest: Fr. Gerardo Fabrizio              Parish Deacon: Rev. Sean Loone  
This parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham: Charity No. 234216 

Email: waysideparishoffice@gmail.com        Web: ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk 

 
30th December 2018 

 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

In a changing world, where the very notion of the family is under so much pressure, it is appropriate during the Christmas 
season to celebrate this Feast of the Holy Family. Some may ask, however, what can the image of Holy Family of Nazareth say to the 
modern world and to parents struggling in this climate of change? There is tendency to think of the Holy Family as some sort of 
idealised family unit we must realise that its members faced the same pressures as we do. They went through the same crises and 
had the same worries as we ourselves. This story of a lost child helps us to realise that their family was not so different from our own 
family.  
 

As we celebrate this beautiful feast we must ask ourselves about our own families. We must ask ourselves if we as individuals 
are pulling our weight in the family or whether we are expecting others to take up the slack. Sometimes we are not very good at 
showing affection to each other. Frequently we let our tempers get out of hand. Often enough we find ourselves giving in to selfishness 
and failing to treat the members of our own families with the respect that we should. It is good that this Feast of the Holy Family 
comes right after Christmas which is, after all, the most family oriented feast of all. We give presents and gifts at Christmas but 
perhaps it is only on this Feast of the Holy Family that we come to realise that there are many other things that we fail to give to our 
loved ones. So often in the family we want the other members to understand our moods and give us a bit of slack from time to time. 
Yet we fail to do this very thing ourselves. We frequently neglect to appreciate the mood swings that others experience, we often take 
them for granted and don't make any allowances for their feelings and difficulties. Maybe what we all need is to show a bit more 
patience, a bit more forgiveness, a bit more understanding. If we do these things then our homes will become warmer and friendlier 
and more nourishing for us all. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF NAZARETH -  YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                           5.30pm             Margaret and Daniel Mannion R.I.P 
Sunday 30th                                   9.00am             Mary and Abdullah Khan R.I.P 
December                                  11.00am             Jim Hurley R.I.P 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 31st                               10.00am            Christine Flynn R.I.P                      
                                                        
Tuesday 1st                                                 10.00am             SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER OF GOD    Private Intention  
January                                         
                                                     
Wednesday 2nd                            9.15am              (8.55am Morning Prayer)                                               People of the Parish  
                                                                                                                          
Thursday 3rd                              10.45am             Requiem Mass for Patrick Forde R.I.P  
                                                 
Friday 4th                                                                 No Mass  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Saturday 5th                                                             No Mass                                                                           No Confessions Today 
                                                

_______________________________________________________ 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD – YEAR C 
 

(Vigil Mass)                          5.30pm             Deceased Finneran Family + B. Bergen 
Sunday 6th                                  9.00am              Patrick Cooke 
January                                     11.00am             Martin Hurst R.I.P  
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Joan Brown R.I.P, Patrick Forde R.I.P and 
Lucia Vanacore R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace. 
 
PERSONAL THANK YOU FROM FR. GERARDO: Fr. Gerardo would like to thank all of you for your very kind and 
generous cards and gifts along with the Christmas Offerings that were made to him this Christmas.  May God bless you all 
in the hope that 2019 will bring many blessings and joy for you all and your families. A Happy New Year to all of you! 
 
THANK YOU: A very big thank you to everyone who assisted over the Christmas period in making our celebrations in 

Church such beautiful and prayerful occasions. Thanks especially to our Sacristans, Servers, the Choir and Organists, 

Readers, Ministers of Communion and Wardens. 

NEW ORGANIST FOR 9.00am SUNDAY MASS: We welcome Mr Marcus Wheatley who will be playing the Organ 
for Sunday Mass at 9.00am. Marcus plays the Organ at St Augustine’s Church, Solihull and will be playing here at the 
9.00am as of next weekend.   
 
FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  The AGM will be held in the Parish Centre after the 11.00am Mass on Sunday, 20th 
January 2019.  Please come to hear how your donations have been distributed.  Tea and coffee will be provided. 
 
2019 DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES: These are now available from the Piety Stall. 
 
2019 CHURCH DIARIES: Unfortunately, the new Diaries for 2019, have not arrived yet. We apologise for any 
inconvenience. 

ROTAS FOR 2019. Please would Ministers of Communion collect their 2019 rota from the Sacristy. Thank you. 
 
 
COLLECTION: 23rd December 2018.  Gift Aid: £288.50.  Loose: £425.98.  Standing Order: £601.00.     TOTAL: £ 1315.48 
  
  
 
..................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Samuel 1: 20-22, 24-28.  Samuel is made over to the Lord for the whole of his life. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps. 83.  They are happy who dwell in your house, O Lord. 
 
Second Reading:  St. John 3: 1-2, 21-24.  We are called God’s children, and that is what we are. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!    Open our heart, O Lord, to accept the words of your Son.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Luke 2: 41-52.  Jesus is found by his parents sitting among the doctors. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us. 
 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
 
Where two or three are gathered in my name I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. 
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