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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: YEAR B 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 
For the next five Sundays we set aside our reading of the gospel of Mark to devote attention to John 6 and the Bread 
of Life discourse. The fourth gospel differs from the others in many respects and one is the way in which the evangelist 
teases out the implications of Jesus’ actions through long discussions in which the participants are being asked to 
consider in depth the symbolism behind his deeds. The multiplication of the loaves and fishes is the only miracle story 
that John shares with the other gospels, though he calls them signs because of his desire to highlight not so much the 
power of Jesus but his identity. The signs point to who he is as the one sent by the Father.  
 
John’s account of this differs in some small ways. He tells us these events take place just before the feast of Passover 
and thereby invites us to make a connection with that founding story of the Israelites when God fed them in the 
wilderness. He also notes that the boy brings five ‘barley loaves’ which was the bread of the poor. Finally, we are told 
that twelve baskets of scraps are gathered up so that nothing may be lost. Here it is possible to see a symbolism 
referring to Jesus’ desire to gather to himself the new people of God. When we receive communion, we are present at 
the Last Supper, the First Supper, and at the Banquet of the Lord. When we receive communion we enter into the 
intimate union with God that Jesus came to earth to provide for his brothers and sisters whom he loves so deeply. 
Today we pray that every time we receive communion, we might come to a deeper and deeper understanding of the 
great gift of Love that is the Eucharist. 
 

 
MASSES DURING THE WEEK 

 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 

 
(Vigil Mass)                   5.30pm            People of the Parish 
Sunday 29th                           9.00am           Special Intention (Koziel Family Intentions) 
July                                     11.00am           Nellie and Pat Vesey 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 
Monday 30th                       9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)  Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                            
Tuesday 31st                       9.15am        (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Tom and Kate Barry R.I.P  
  
Wednesday 1st                   9.15am              (8.55am Morning Prayer)             Martin Heathcote R.I.P 
                                                                       
Thursday 2nd                      9.15am              (8.55am Morning Prayer)             Phil Graham  
  
Friday 3rd                           7.30pm              Mary Tuck  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Saturday 4th                        9.00am             Bridie Fagan R.I.P   + Exposition                        Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
 

(Vigil Mass)                  5.30pm            Tom and Mary Harrison R.I.P 
Sunday 5th                          9.00am            Jim Patterson R.I.P    
July                                   11.00am             People of the Parish 
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DIOCESAN SAFEGUARDING: Archbishop Bernard Longley has commissioned a review of our current 
safeguarding/child protection practices in light of the National Catholic Policies and Procedures. This review is to be 
welcomed as a means of ensuring that our systems to protect our children and young people are as effective as possible. 
This review is being conducted by an independent charity called SCIE (Social Care Institute for Excellence). As part of 
the review, SCIE would like to speak with any individuals who have had experience with any safeguarding issues within 
the Archdiocese, and have experience of working with our parish safeguarding representatives and the safeguarding 
team at the Archdiocese. Anyone who is impacted by abuse issues can contact the safeguarding team on 0121 230 6240 
(emergency out of hours 07976 516629). If you are able to contribute to this important review and share your experiences 
with SCIE then please contact Hugh Constant (Hugh.Constant@scie.org.uk or 020 7766 7374 or 07872 602207). 

JOB VACANCY: Maryvale Institute wishes to appoint an Administrative Assistant for reception and front office duties 
and general administrative support for the Institute’s activities.  Duties will include photocopying and printing, filing 
and record-keeping and responsibility for sales and stock keeping for the Institute’s small bookshop. You should have at 
least a year’s administrative experience in an office environment, with good communication skills in oral and written 
English and be able to work independently and accurately.  An ability to use word processing, database and spreadsheet 
programmes is essential.  Experience of minute-taking would be an advantage. A detailed job description and application 
form are available on Maryvale’s website www.maryvale.ac.uk or contact: Mrs Rita Bannister, Academic Registrar, 
Maryvale Institute, Old Oscott Hill, Birmingham, B44 9AG.  0121 360 8118.  registry@maryvale.ac.uk.  Applications 
should be received by Friday 10th August 2018.  Interviews will be held during the week commencing 13th August. 

UN DAY FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE: Please write/pray as requested for nine torture victims on the coloured 
information sheets available at the entrances to the church. THEY NEED OUR HELP, PLEASE! There are three victims 
on each of the three coloured sheets. Remember that Our Lord was a victim of torture. Thank you.  

ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY: The Sanctuary has produced a Newsletter entitled ‘THE SUNRISE’,  which is available 
at the back of church priced  £1. This will help towards printing costs.  It’s a collection of short pieces written by those 
studying English and also edited and compiled by students, reflecting on life in the UK, countries of origin and goings 
on at the Sanctuary.  

The Sanctuary is desperately short of men’s shoes (especially trainers) and clothes for children aged 3 years and upwards 
- good quality, clean items will be gratefully received. Can we appeal to your generosity for your help please? Items can 
be brought to church and Helena will ensure that they will be transported from church to the Sanctuary. Thank you. 

ROSARY RALLY: Sunday, 26th August commencing with concelebrated Mass at 2.00pm at Mount St. Bernard 
Abbey, Leicestershire, to pray for world peace and young people.  Break for picnics, refreshments, resuming at 4.00pm.  
It is advisable to bring a folding chair or stool.   The Abbey is on Oaks Road near Coalville (LE67 5UL) – 5 miles from 
Jct. 23 of the M1 and off the A512 in direction of Ashby.   

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2019: A programme of instruction for children not attending Catholic primary schools 
will begin in September.  Candidates must be in Year 3 or above.  Please give your child’s name to Father Gerardo or 
contact Mrs Terry Faure on 0121 705 1850 or e-mail terry_faure@msn.com as soon as possible please. 

COLLECTION:  22nd July 2018.  Gift Aid: £.296.80.  Loose: £325.34.  Standing Order: £625.00. TOTAL: £ 1,247.14 

Fr. O’Mahony Trust: £84.00 
......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: 2 Kings 4:42-44 They will eat and have some left over. 

Responsorial  Psalm Ps.144   R. You open wide your hand, O Lord, and you grant our desires.  
 
Second Reading: St. Paul to the Ephesians 4: 1 -6  One Body, One Lord, one faith, one Baptism. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: R:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life: you have the 
message of eternal life.  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to John 6: 1-15  Jesus gave out as much as was wanted to all who were sitting ready. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits. 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
 
 May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them. Plant your word within them so that 
they may grow.  May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us. Plant your word within us 
so that we may grow.                                                                
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