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ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR B 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

The unique message of Jesus is summed up by his use of the phrase ‘kingdom of God’ and his unique way of 
speaking about it was the parable. No doubt Jesus could have written a book or given a series of dogmas and rules, 
but he chose rather to tell short stories by way of illustration. The kingdom he speaks of is not the afterlife but an 
expression of how God wants the world to be. So the parables of the kingdom deal with God’s will for the world and 
how his grace is at work around us. As such, they offer both comfort and challenge. Today’s parables stress that we 
must not fret or worry but rather trust that the kingdom will come because God wants it to. They are an invitation to 
take time to consider how the plan of God unfolds around us in ways that are both surprising and sure. 

 
Very often we notice the ordinariness of Jesus.  No big discourse on the kingdom of God. He just looks around 

him and says it’s like seeds growing and you can’t see them growing. People knew what he was talking about – seeds 
growing down in the ground and you can do little about it!  You just wait.  They had little of the modern quick ways 
even of sowing.  All life was slow and that’s often the way. Like tiny beginnings of a baby. All through life some of the 
best things are under our eyes and we do not see them. Coming to death there is a slow journey often and it’s like 
growth is happening under the ground.  We are always being grown by God, if only we let him do it. 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

ELEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- – YEAR B 
  

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm           Josephine Neary R.I.P 
Sunday 17th                               9.00am           Kitty Quigley R.I.P 
June                                     11.00am          Margaret Fay 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Monday 18th                                                  No Mass 
                                                                                            
Tuesday 19th                                               No Mass 
   
Wednesday 20th                                           No Mass 
                                                                                   
Thursday 21st                                                No Mass 
                                            6.00pm            Vigil for Philomena McDaid R.I.P 
                                                                              
Friday 22nd                       12.00pm           Requiem Mass for Philomena McDaid R.I.P 
                                                                         No Evening Mass                                                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Saturday 23rd                  9.00am          People of the Parish                      Confessions: 11.00am – 11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 
 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm            Ellen and Thomas + Mary McManamon  
Sunday 24th                           9.00am             Jim Tighe R.I.P 
June                                    11.00am             Joanne and Graham Rooke   (25th Wedding Anniversary)  

mailto:waysideparishoffice@gmail.com


IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Philomena McDaid R.I.P, Jim Paterson 

R.I.P, Mary Cronin R.I.P and Christine Flynn R.I.P.  who died recently.  May they rest in peace. 

VISITING PRIEST: We welcome Fr Christopher Whitehead to the parish this weekend who will be supplying for Fr 
Gerardo in his absence. Fr Christopher is a priest of the Clifton Diocese and heads the Office for Evangelisation and the 
ongoing formation of the Clergy there. We thank him for his presence amongst us. 

SECOND COLLECTION: A Second Collection will be taken this weekend for the ‘Day for Life’. Thank you. 

PETER’S PENCE: A Second Collection will be taken next weekend for the work of the Holy See. Thank you. 

St EDMUND CAMPION CATHOLIC SCHOOL, ERDINGTON, is seeking to appoint a Raising Achievement 
Assistant to support students with social, emotional and mental health needs, to work 32.5 hours per week, term time 
only.  The salary is £19,819 - £25,463 (Grade 3) paid pro rata.  Please contact the school office on 464 7700 or email 
beckettj@stedcamp.bham.sch.uk to request an application pack. Closing Date: 22 June 2018. 

FR GERARDO’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF ORDINATION: Fr Gerardo will be celebrating his Silver Jubilee of 
Ordination to the Priesthood in July. The anniversary occurs on 25th July, however, this coincides with Fr Gerardo’s 
father’s first anniversary of his death. It seems appropriate therefore, to celebrate a few days in advance of the date. 
There will be a concelebrated Mass of Thanksgiving here in the parish on Friday 20th July at 7.00pm followed by a 
celebration in the School Hall. Everyone from the parish is invited to this special event and please God, it will be a happy 
and joyous occasion. Nearer to the date, it would be kind of parishioners to sign the lists at the back of Church indicating 
that if they are planning on coming, to bring some food which can be shared afterwards in the School Hall. 

WEEKEND SERVERS: Please collect your new rotas – starting in June – from the Sacristy. 

‘ADOREMUS’ – EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: On 7-9 September, over 10,000 people will gather in Liverpool for a 
most wonderful and historic event, the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress (Adoremus). The Congress is an 
initiative of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales to create a special opportunity to reflect on the 
centrality of the Eucharist in the life of the Church. The central theme of the Congress is to explore the meaning and 
power of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and to encourage all parishes to offer people the opportunity to adore 
Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. There are over 200 people from our Archdiocese booked to attend the Eucharistic 
Congress in September, but it is not too late to be part of this historic event.  A number of tickets are available for the 
Saturday when the focus will be the meaning and power of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Please visit the diocesan 
website www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk  for the full programme and a booking form for Saturday 8th September. 

WANTED: Jigsaw puzzles, any size or shape, must be complete, for a stall at Shirley Carnival on Saturday 7th July, in 
aid of church repairs.  Please leave donations by the toilets in the porch at the car park entrance of the church.  

MARMALADE:  Many thanks to all you marmalade addicts for buying marmalade last weekend.  The Trust is £220 
better off thanks to you.  

OLTON FRIARY CHURCH – A Memorial Day will be held at Friary cemetery for the departed souls of our loved 
ones on Saturday 7th July at 10.15am.  The service will begin in the cemetery (weather permitting) followed by the 
blessing of graves. All welcome – please pass on information to friends and relatives whose loved ones are buried in 
the Friary cemetery. 

COLLECTION:  10th  June 2018.  Gift Aid: £338.00.  Loose: £470.71;  Standing Order: £625.00.  TOTAL: £1433.71 

Fr. O’Mahony  Trust: £.160.00 
...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS:  

First Reading: Ezekiel 17: 22-24.  I make low trees grow. 

Responsorial  Psalm :  Ps 91: 2-3, 13-16.  It is good to give you thanks, O Lord. 
 
Second Reading: St Paul to the Corinthians 5: 6-10.  Whether we are living in the body or exiled from it, we are intent 
on pleasing the Lord. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: R:  Alleluia, alleluia! The seed is the word of God, Christ the sower; whoever finds 
the seed will remain for ever. Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to Mark 4: 26-34.  It is the smallest of all the seeds; yet it grows into the biggest shrub of them all. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  There is one thing I ask of the Lord, only this do I seek: to live in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life. 
                                            
Dismissal of the Children 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them. 
Plant your word within them so that they may grow. (sing twice)                                         © 1996, Paul Inwood 
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