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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR B 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters,  
 

This Gospel for today is part of the Last Supper Discourse of Jesus that is found in the Gospel of John. It is a 
lengthy instruction that covers four chapters of the Fourth Gospel. The love that surrounds us is easy to talk about. 
Both the word love and its' meaning have been so trivialized that love has been reduced to a feeling, infatuation or 
craving about or for someone or something that is often merely for one's own satisfaction. True love, which is the 
love Jesus speaks of, is quite different. It is does more than surround us, it fills us and touches us at the very core of 
our being. It's the love that consumes our heart. True love involves first and foremost our giving of ourselves totally 
to another without expecting anything in return. True love is given without condition. In the 23rd chapter of Saint 
Paul's first letter to the Corinthians he describes love as being, patient, kind, not jealous or pompous, not inflated or 
rude, not selfish, quick tempered or brooding over injury, it rejoices in the truth and not wrongdoing. Love never 
fails. 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR B 
  

(Vigil Mass)                     5.30pm           Patricia Bradley 
Sunday 6th                                   9.00am           People of the Parish 
May                                      11.00am           Teresa McGovern       (FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS) 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Monday 7th                            9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)   Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                            
Tuesday 8th                                                   No Mass 
 
Wednesday 9th                      9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)    Pat McGowan   
  
                                                 
Ascension Day                      11.00am          (With OLW school)                               Rosaleen O’Donnell  
Thursday 10th                         7.00pm            Sutton Webster R.I.P 
                                                                              
Friday 11th                               7.30pm            People of the Parish  
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Saturday 12th                 9.00am            Irene Meecham + Exposition       Confessions: 11.00am-11.30am                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

_______________________________________________________ 
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  – YEAR B 
 

(Vigil Mass)                       5.30pm            Billy Long and Maureen Brazier R.I.P    
Sunday 13th                                9.00am             Mrs Teresa McGovern R.I.P 
May                                        11.00am             John and Joan Flynn        (FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS) 
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES: Please pray for the children of our School and Parish who are due to receive 

their First Holy Communion over the next four Sundays at the 11.00am Sunday Mass.  

ASCENSION DAY: This will be celebrated this coming Thursday. Please remember that Ascension Day is a Solemnity 
and also a Holy Day of Obligation. There will be two Masses here in the parish. The first at 11.00am with the school and 
the evening mass at 7.00pm  

CREINA HEARN: There will be a special Mass of thanksgiving for Creina, which will be held here on Friday 18th 
May at 7.00pm followed by a celebration in the School Hall afterwards. Everyone welcome. If you are planning on 
coming to this event, we would be grateful if parishioners could bring some food for the celebration following the Mass 
at 7pm. There are lists at the back of the Church of food items that can be brought and then left in the School Hall for 
6pm. Please sign the lists as appropriate. Thank you. 

 
SECOND COLLECTION: A Second Collection will be held next Sunday for Catholic Communications.  

‘ADOREMUS’ – EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS: On 7-9 September, over 10,000 people will gather in Liverpool for a 

most wonderful and historic event, the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress (Adoremus). The Congress is an 

initiative of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales to create a special opportunity to reflect on the 

centrality of the Eucharist in the life of the Church. The central theme of the Congress is to explore the meaning and 

power of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and to encourage all parishes to offer people the opportunity to adore 

Christ in the Blessed Sacrament. There are over 200 people from our Archdiocese booked to attend the Eucharistic 

Congress in September, but it is not too late to be part of this historic event.  There are a number of tickets available for 

the Saturday when the focus will be the meaning and power of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.  Please visit the 

diocesan website www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk  for the full programme and a booking form for Saturday 8th 

September. 

OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL: There are a small number of vacancies remaining for September 
2018.  Please call or email for an application form or to arrange a visit.  Tel. 07474 743744, email: 
ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com or visit the website: www.OLOWPreschool.com 

WANTED – NEW LEADERS FOR CUBS:  At the end of this term our main leaders, Laura, Claire and Sarah, will 
be standing down from running Cubs.   We therefore need new cub leaders to take over in September.  Our cub pack is 
very dynamic and enjoys all sorts of adventurous activities such as canoeing, camping, skiing, craft activities, trips etc.  
Running cubs is exciting, enjoyable and immensely satisfying and is an opportunity for you or friends to take on a 
voluntary role which can be a valuable addition to your CV when applying for jobs and progressing careers.  If you are 
interested or have friends or work colleagues who might be interested please get in touch with Ian on 0776601145 or 
email ianswancott@blueyonder.co.uk.  Training is provided by the Scout Association and you will gets lots of support 
from Ian and other leaders at 2nd Shirley.  We need to secure the future of cubs from September onwards. 
 

PART TIME PAID GARDENING/GROUNDS MAINTENANCE WORK:  Following retirements and end of 

contracts, the parish now has a need for someone to look after the grounds.  This is envisaged to be about ¾ hour once 

a fortnight.  If you or someone you know is interested, please contact the parish office.  It would be helpful if work 

could start as soon as possible. 

COLLECTION:  29th   April 2018.  Gift Aid: £306.00; Loose: £721.09;  Standing Order: £625.00.  TOTAL: £1652.0 

Fr. O’Mahony Trust: £40.26. 

......................................................................................................................................................................................................................

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 10: 25-26, 34-35 ,44-48.  The Holy Spirit has been poured out on the pagans too. 
 
Responsorial  Psalm : Ps 97. The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations. 
 
Second Reading: St John 4: 7-10.  God is love. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: R:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my 
Father will love him, and we shall come to him.’  Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to John 15: 9-17.  A man can have no greater love than to lay down his life for his friends. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will 
send you another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever alleluia. 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. (sing twice) 
© Christopher Walker, 1989, OCP Publications Ltd. 
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