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29th April 2018 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER - YEAR B 

Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters,  
 

Our Gospel this weekend is that great image of the Vine and the branches - it shows the deep connection we 
have and are called to have, with Jesus.  We are called to not only observe and learn about Jesus, but to allow Jesus’ 
and his presence, his message, his attitudes, to become so much part of us that Jesus lives in us, and we live in God we 
abide in each other.  Without Jesus, our efforts are misdirected and fruitless. When we are connected to Jesus, our 
actions and efforts can bear much fruit, by God working in and through our lives.  
 

The connection of this image of the vine and branches, can’t help but highlight the importance of Eucharist. In 
Eucharist, Jesus comes to us in the form of food and drink. We take Jesus in and he becomes part of us, so that we may 
become more like Christ in our words and actions. At this time, many children all around the world are preparing in 
their parishes to receive their first holy communion, as we are here at Our Lady of the Wayside.  This Gospel we heard 
today is very special because it shows us that we are all connected the Our Lord and that we are all friends and 
members of Jesus. 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR B 
  

(Vigil Mass)                     5.30pm           Kay O’Connor R.I.P 
Sunday 29th                               9.00am           Mary Khan R.I.P 
April                                     11.00am           People of the Parish    (FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS) 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Monday 30th                         9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)   Eucharistic Service 
                                                                                            
Tuesday 1st 
May                                        9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)  Damian Keenan                                                                                                                                                        
 
Wednesday 2nd                     9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)    John McHale  
                                                     
Thursday 3rd                       9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)  Josephine Ann Perdo 
                                                                              
Friday 4th                               7.30pm           Marion Trentfield R.I.P 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Saturday 5th               9.00am            Rita Loveless  + Exposition       Confessions: 11.00am-11.30am                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

_______________________________________________________ 
 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  – YEAR B 
 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm            Patricia Bradley  
Sunday 6th                                9.00am            People of the Parish  
May                                     11.00am             Teresa McGovern       (FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS) 
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASSES: Please pray for the children of our School and Parish who are due to receive 

their First Holy Communion over the next four Sundays at the 11.00am Sunday Mass.  

CREINA HEARN: As of Easter Sunday this year, Creina stepped down from her duties as Sacristan. A new set of 
Sacristans have been appointed by Fr Gerardo to continue in this important role. They are, Bill Rawson, Gail Weston 
and Brigeen Buckley. 

The parish is deeply grateful for Creina’s many years of tireless service  which began in the early 1970’s and even before 
this, when she was able to support Fr O’Mahony with jobs that needed attention to in the sacristy.  Throughout her time 
as Sacristan, she has worked closely with Fr Paddy, Fr Gerry and Fr Gerardo in ensuring that the church was well 
prepared for the celebration of the Liturgy. We thank her now most sincerely for all that she has given to our parish over 
these many years.  There will be a special Mass of thanksgiving for Creina, which will be held here on Friday 18th May 
at 7.00pm followed by a celebration in the School Hall afterwards. Everyone welcome.  
 

CLERGY TRAINING FUND: Thank you for your generosity in contributing last week’s Second Collection for the 

Clergy Training Fund which raised a total of £800.00. 

MARCH FOR LIFE: Mr Brian Healy will be speaking briefly at the end of the Masses next weekend to promote the 
MARCH FOR LIFE EVENT taking place in London on Saturday 5th May.  

MEDJUGORJE IRISH CENTRE PILGRIMAGES:  2018: 7 nights B&B and Airport Shuttle service from €279 per 
person. Book any flight - any time and we provide guaranteed airport shuttle service. Call us for further info and book 
the dates that suit you. Tel. 020 3239 8662 or email reservations@med-irishcentre.com. 
 

VOCATIONS WEEKEND FOR YOUNG WOMEN (20s & 30s): Theme: Discerning God’s call in my life.  Dates: 

25-27 May 2018.  Location: Liverpool.  The weekend is organised by the Sisters, Faithful Companions of Jesus (FCJ).  

There will be input from the FCJ Sisters on different aspects of vowed life and time for prayer, reflection and 

discussion with other young women who are also considering a vocation to religious life.  It’s an opportunity to live 

community life for a weekend and meet some Sisters!  For more information contact Sr. Lynne fcJ at 

lynnefcj@hotmail.com or visit the website www.fcjsisters.org. 

ST. PETER’S SCHOOL REUNION:  Did you leave or know anyone who left St. Peter’s School in 1988?  If so we are 

planning a reunion on 16th June 2018 at 7.30pm at Knowle British Legion, 1611 Warwick Road, Knowle, Solihull, B93   

9LF.  Please get in touch to let us know whether you are interested in attending.  Tel:  Maria Lewis 07980 758338 or 

Matthew Sparling 07450 533478. 

COLLECTION:  22nd  April 2018.  Gift Aid: £360.00;  Loose: £636.36;  Standing Order: £625.00.  

TOTAL: £1621.36. 

Fr. O’Mahony Trust: £189.70 (2 weeks) 

...................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
 
TODAY’S MASS: 
 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 9:26-31.  Barnabas explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul on his journey. 
 
Responsorial  Psalm : Ps 21.  You, Lord, are my praise in the great assembly. 
 
Second Reading: St. John 3: 18-24.  His commandments are these: that we believe in his Son and that we love one 
another.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: R:  Alleluia, alleluia!  Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.  Whoever remains in 
me bears fruit in plenty. Alleluia! 
 
The Gospel according to John 15: 1-8.  Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  I am the true vine and you are the branches, says the Lord.  Whoever remains in me, and I in 
him, bears fruit in plenty, alleluia. 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
 
Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there with them, I am there with them, I am there. (sing twice) 
© Christopher Walker, 1989, OCP Publications Ltd. 
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