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25th February 2018 

 

SCOND SUNDAY OF LENT- YEAR B 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

The gospel for the Second Sunday of Lent each year is the account of the transfiguration of Jesus. In Mark 
we have just passed the half way point and Jesus has revealed to the disciples that he is the Messiah but he wishes 
them to come to understand this not in terms of glory and esteem but in being faithful to God’s will and so he has 
mentioned to them for the first time that he will have to endure his passion in Jerusalem. 

 
Lent is a time for letting go and these readings make the point very well let go. If we are to come to know 

Cod and the meaning of real love, then we must learn to let go of our certainties and insisting on having things our 
own way. Abraham and Jesus both learned to entrust everything into the hands of God the Father, even when this 
appeared to lead to the end of everything they had hoped for. God in Jesus would have us understand that he is with 
us in every moment of our lives and each moment, whether at the top of the mountain or in Gethsemane, is sacred. If 
we are to understand this, we must develop the art of doing what the Father has asked us and that is the art of 
listening, really listening to his Son. 
 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR B 
 

(Vigil Mass)                       5.30pm            John Smyth R.I.P 
Sunday 25th                                     9.00am           People of the Parish   
February                                11.00am            Victoria Dawes   

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Monday 26th                          9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)               Eucharistic Service         
 
Tuesday 27th                          9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)               Paul Kelly  
                                                                                                                                                             
Wednesday 28th                    9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)               Vincenza Fabrizio R.I.P 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Thursday 1st                           9.15am              (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Aidan Mc Nicholl R..I.P  
                                                6.00pm              Vigil for Lily Lynch R.I.P 
                                                  
Friday 2nd                             11.15am               Requiem Mass for Lily Lynch R.I.P 
                                                7.00pm               Stations of the Cross 
                                                7.30pm               John Dadd R.I.P  
                                                                                                              
Saturday 3rd                          9.00am              Charlie Brady + Exposition            Confessions: 11.00am-11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT  – YEAR B 
 

(Vigil Mass)                     5.30pm             Special Intention     
Sunday 4th                                   9.00am             People of the Parish   
March                                   11.00am            Adrian Orr (Special Intention)    
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of Lily Lynch and Edward Conaty R.I.P who died recently. 
May they rest in peace. 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY:   A second collection will be taken this weekend for CAFOD. This past Friday 23rd February was 
CAFOD Family Fast Day. Thank you for your continued generosity.  

FAIR TRADE COFFEE MORNING: This weekend after 9am and 11am Masses Fair Trade coffee, tea, biscuits and cakes for sale 
plus lots more goodies and an opportunity to find out more about Fair Trade products.  Proceeds to Fr. O’Mahony Trust. 

ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY: The Sanctuary urgently needs large plastic carrier bags for people seeking asylum and newly settled 
refugees to carry their clothes home, so if you have any stored away in cupboards that are larger than the normal supermarket size, 
please bring them in to church and we will ensure they are delivered quickly to those in need.  Other items currently in short supply 
are day-size (rather than large camping size) backpacks, suitcases with wheels and prams/pushchairs suitable for newborn babies.  
Due to ongoing reorganisation of storage spaces and stock at the Sanctuary no other items are needed at present, thank you.  Please 
contact Helena on 07708 328183 with any queries. 

WOMENS’ WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: This will take place this week on Friday 2nd March at 10.30am, at the Bridge in 
Shirley. Everyone welcome. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE:  The Justice and Peace Group will meet Tuesday, 6th March at 7.45pm in the Parish Hall.  All welcome 
to come and hear about the work the Group action on behalf of the Parish. 

EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT: The Archbishop has encouraged parishes to have regular Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament in preparation for the Eucharistic Congress which is due to take place in Liverpool later this year. In light of this, 
there will be Exposition here in church following the Saturday morning Mass at 9.30am. There will be a 30 minute period of adoration. 
Please do try to come and spend some time in prayer even if is only for a few minutes. 

EASTER CARD CAMPAIGN:  There are two lists (different colours) of Prisoners of Conscience and Human Rights Groups who 
need your help to give them hope and friendship.  Please take a list or lists and help as many as you can.  The cost of postage is listed. 

SECOND COLLECTION: A second collection will be taken next weekend for the Cathedral Maintenance Fund. Thank you. 

LENT WALK WTH ME: The Lent booklets are available at the back of the Church priced £1 each. Calendars are also available. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: There will be Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings in Lent at 7.00pm. Please do come along to 
this wonderful meditation.  

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION DURING LENT: There will be a series of Scripture Reflections on the Sunday readings throughout 
Lent which will be held on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall. This will commence on Wednesday 21st  February 2018. 
Everyone welcome. 

ON-LINE 3 MINUTE DAILY RETREAT: The Jesuit Fathers provide an excellent resource for prayer and meditation. If you go 
on-line to: www.loyolapress.com  you will see that it provides a three minute daily retreat. This is an excellent way of doing something 
extra by way of prayer for the season of Lent. Just follow the instructions when accessing the reflection. The mediations provided are 
accompanied by scripture references and gentle background music.  

SOLIHULL HALF MARATHON:  Solihull Multiple Sclerosis Society have been chosen as their nominated charity and are 
appealing for people to take part in the Half Marathon on 8th April.  If you would like to be  part of a team of runners get your free 
fundraising pack by contacting either mssolihullfundraising@gmail.com or ring 07941 416303. 

OLOW LADIES NIGHT:   Gossip and friendship, Saturday, April 28th 7.30pm-10.30pm OLOW School.  Tickets £5 to include 
entrance and a glass of bubbly with glass charm.  Tickets on sale after half term.  Shops for crafts, Craven and White jewellery, 
personalised gifts.  Donations for a nearly new dress and smarts sale.  Shoes, bags, mini mommies and little men rails too.  Bring 
your old chick books and go home with new.  Licenced bar and Indian food.  Hair up do-ed, eyebrows threaded, make up tutorials, 
live music and The Body Shop. 

 
COLLECTION:  18th February 2018.  Gift Aid: £338.20;  Loose: £490.49; Standing Order: £625.00.  TOTAL: £1453.60 

Father O’Mahony Trust: £175.39. 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 
 
First Reading: Genesis 22: 1-2, 9-13, 15-18.  The sacrifice of Abraham, our father in faith. 
 
Responsorial  Psalm :  Ps 115 : 10, 15-19.  R: I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living. 
 
Second Reading: St. Paul to the Romans 8: 31-34.  God did not spare his own Son.  
 
Gospel Acclamation: R: Glory and praise to you, O Christ! 
 
The Gospel according to Mark 9:2-10.  This is my Son, the Beloved. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him. 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your children, that they may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your people, that we may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
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