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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING  
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

Pope Pius XI established today’s feast  in 1925 as a response to secularism, a way of life that leaves God out 
of humankind’s thoughts. It is intended to remind us of Christ’s royalty over each of us as individuals, over our 
families, over our society, and certainly over all governments and nations. Simply put, Christ is God, the Creator of 
the Universe, and thus the supreme power over all things.  

Today’s solemnity occurs at the end of the Church year (Advent begins next week) and signals our belief that 
our Lord's Kingdom will only come in its fullness at the end of time. To prepare us for the end time the Church turns 
back to the prophet Ezekiel, who is speaking of the return of God's chosen people to their former realm of Israel and 
the fearsome judgement that will accompany this homecoming. The same prophetic words can be applied to the 
Christian people, for before entering into God's Kingdom we too will be subject to a judgment which is perfectly just 
and which allows for no appeal. If the Gospel sounds harsh, we should remember that earlier in the same Gospel 
Jesus said "Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does 
the will of my Father in heaven” (Matt 7:21). This sobering but ultimately hope-filled picture is affirmed elsewhere in 
the Bible when Saint Paul teaches that those who are members of Christ and who stand in the hope of the 
resurrection must live as though they are united with Christ always—they are to live in newness of life even in the 
present day (see Rom 6:4-11) 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

(Vigil Mass)                      5.30pm          The Holy Souls   
Sunday 26th                             9.00am           The Holy Souls 
November                             11.00am           Joseph Cronin R.I.P 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 27th                           9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   Eucharistic Service  
                                               
Tuesday 28th                           9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   John and Mary Reilly  
                                                 6.00pm           Vigil for Margaret Bazin R.I.P           
                                                  
Wednesday 29th                     9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   The Holy Souls 
                                                  10.30am         Requiem Mass for Margaret Bazin R.I.P 
                                                 
Thursday 30th                         9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   Liam Collins  
                                                  
Friday 1st                                7.30pm           Deceased Brothers of the Catenian Association  
                                                                                                              
Saturday 2nd                           9.00am           People of the Parish                             Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am  

_______________________________________________________ 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR ‘B’ 

(Vigil Mass)                      5.30pm           Ross and Gail Weston  (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
Sunday 3rd                                     9.00am           Mary Smith and Nora Quinn R.I.P 
December                            11.00am            Oliver McGovern R.I.P  
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IN MEMORIAM:  Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of Margaret Bazin R.I.P and Marion Trentfield R.I.P. who 
died recently.  May they rest in peace.  Amen. 

YOUTH SUNDAY: This weekend, we welcome Mr Christopher Pell who is a Programme Leader at Alton Castle who will be 
speaking for few minutes at the end of the Masses about the work of the Kenelm Youth Trust. A second collection will be taken for 
the Diocesan Youth Service.  The Kenelm Youth Trust has produced a newsletter for distribution for this weekend’s Masses.  Please 
do take one, they are at the back of the Church. 

SPIRITANS (HOLY GHOST FATHERS):  Many thanks for your kind generosity in response to the appeal by Fr. Raphael 
Kpooh which amounted to £937.47. 

THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED AND THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER: If you wish to have Mass offered for a deceased person, 
then please write their names clearly on the sheets provided in the side chapel by the statue of Our Lady. Please do not remove these 
sheets from the church. There are envelopes available for you to place an offering if you so wish and a basket for the envelopes to go 
in. Thank you. Masses will be celebrated on the following dates in November: 

 Saturday 25th  November          5.30pm                 Sunday 26th November 9.00am                Wednesday, 29th November  9.15am 

BLESSING OF THE GRAVES: The Blessing will take place at Robin Hood on  Sunday, 26th November at 2.00pm. 

ADVENT ‘WALK WITH ME’ BOOKLETS: Advent ‘Walk with me’ booklets are available at the back of the church priced £1.00 
each. 

ADVENT TALK: Deacon Sean will be giving a talk on the theme of Advent on Thursday 7th December at 7.00pm in the Studio Hall 
of Our Lady of the Wayside School. All welcome. 

WARDENS: Volunteers are urgently required to join the warden rota for the 9.00am Sunday Masses from January.  This is not an 
onerous task but is important to meet, greet and assist people when they arrive for Mass.  Please leave your name in the sacristy. 

PIETY STALL:  All Christmas cards and related goods have arrived.  Church diaries are available (free but donations are always 
acceptable!).  All profits go to the Church. 

MISSION RED BOXES:  Would all Missio Red Box holders please collect their copy of the Mission Today Calendar for 2018 from 
the Community table at the back of the Church. 

ST. AUGUSTINE’S, SOLIHULL:  A Solemn High Mass in honour of the Sacred Heart will take place on Friday, 1st December at 
6.30pm.  As well as the parish choir there will be the schola from St. Dunstan’s Kings Heath. 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION:  Do you support Catholic schools and the right of Catholics to send their children to them?  Then we 
need you to make your voice heard.    The Government is making a critical decision on whether to overturn the admissions cap 
which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all Catholic pupils to attend.  They have acknowledged that t his policy discriminates 
against Catholics and promised to abandon it, now we need you to tell them not to u-turn on their promise to Catholics.  Visit 
http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap or search for ‘Catholic Education’ in your search engine to write to the Government and 
urge them to drop their policy which bans new Catholic schools. 

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, VERNON RD.  EDGBASTON, B16 9SL: Seeking to appoint Examination Invigilators 
(Grade 2:11) for January-July 2018.  This is a casual post that would suit someone with a flexible approach to working during exam 
session times.  Please see school website for further details www.stpaulgl.bham.sch.uk.  Closing date: Friday 1st December 2017.  
Interview date: 4th December 2017. 

COLLECTION:  19th November 2017.  Gift Aid: £332.00; Loose: £412.06;  Standing Order: £625.00 TOTAL:  £1369.06 

 Father O’Mahony Trust:    £31.49. 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading:   Ezekiel 34: 11-12, 15-17.  As for you, my sheep, I will judge between sheet and sheep. 

Responsorial  Psalm 127.  R: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

Second Reading: St Paul to the Corinthians 15: 20-26, 28.  He will hand over the kingdom to God the Father; so that God may be all 
in all. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessings on him who coms in the name of the Lord!  Blessings on the 
coming kingdom of our father David! R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Matthew 25:31-46.  He will take his seat on his throne of glory, and he will separate men from one another. 

Communion Antiphon:  The Lord sits as King for ever.  The Lord will bless his people with peace. 

Dismissal of the Children 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your children, that they may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your people, that we may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
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