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24th December 2017 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

 
If John the Baptist dominates the early part of Advent, it is Mary the mother of Jesus who comes centre stage 

now. In this text from Luke, our attention is focused on the event upon which the mystery of God’s saving will 
depends. Throughout the scriptures, God has sought out people with humility and courage to hear and respond to his 
word and through them his saving will has been made known. In this young woman from Nazareth the human 
response to God finds its perfect model. Luke presents Mary as the woman of faith and he gives more prominence to 
her than the other evangelists. By her openness to the Spirit of God she opens the way for God to come into the world 
and that is the way Luke presents discipleship. God will be at work in the world wherever the followers of Jesus leave 
themselves open to the work of his Spirit in an attitude of faith. 

 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR ‘B’ 
 

(Vigil Mass)                      5.30pm            People of the Parish 
Sunday 24th                                  9.00am            Teka Berhanu Spencer R.I.P 
December                             11.00am            Kathleen and Alec Dodd R.I.P  
 

                                                    SOLEMNITY OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD 
Christmas 
 Eve                                        6.00pm           Vigil Mass of Christmas                         Mary Mitchell  
                                                11.30pm           Vigil of Carols  
                                                12.00am           Midnight Mass                                        Private Intention  

Monday 25th December 
Christmas Day                 9.00am            Maura Rice                         
                                                 11.00am           Lorraine Heppel R.I.P 

 
Tuesday 26th                         10.00am          Mgr. Patrick O’Mahony R.I.P  
                                                                                                                                                
Wednesday 27th                    10.00am         Jim Hurley R.I.P 
                                                                                            
Thursday 28th                       10.00am          Peter Connolly  
                                                  
Friday 29th                             10.00am          John Moughan  
                                                                                                              
Saturday 30th                        10.00am          Tony Mc Creedy                                    Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am  

_______________________________________________________ 
 

THE FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY 
 

(Vigil Mass)                      5.30pm            Kate Copper 
Sunday 31st                                   9.00am            Ken Parker R.I.P 
December                             11.00am            People of the Parish 
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FR GERARDO’S 50th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION: Thank you to everyone for the wonderful celebration which followed last 
Sunday’s Mass in the School Hall. It really was a beautiful and happy occasion and Fr Gerardo is very appreciative of the food and 
wine that parishioners kindly brought and shared in that day. Thanks to for the cards, gifts and best wishes that he received from 
parishioners. 
 
POINSETTIAS:  We will only need about 20 poinsettias this Christmas because of space.  Please sign in the sacristy if you would 
like to contribute one. 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS: Fr Gerardo and Deacon Sean would like to extend their warmest greetings and best wishes to all of 
you this Christmas. As we celebrate the birth of our Saviour, the infant Jesus, we pray that he will bring his peace and joy to all of your 
families at this holy time. May God bless you all.  

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION: This is the traditional offering made to Fr Gerardo at Christmastide. Thank you for your kindness 
and generosity.  
 
2018 DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES: These are now available from the Piety Stall. 

PLEASE NOTE: For the Masses on Saturday 23rd December at 5.30pm and Sunday 24th December at 9.00am and 11.00am the 
Ministers of Communion will be Team B and the Servers the 4th Sunday Rota. Readers and Wardens as weekend Rota. Please let us 
know of any changes that need to be made to these times.  Urgently needed Servers for ALL the Christmas Mases and Ministers of 
Communion for Christmas Day.  There are still spaces at other times for all the Ministries. 
 
ADVENT GREETING CARD CAMPAIGN: Please will you help? So many people suffer terrible injustices and persecutions 
await your card to give them hope and to let them know they are not forgotten. On the display table at the back of  Church are two 
lists (green & yellow sheets), with different people on each list. Please take one or both lists and follow the instructions carefully and 
DO NOT send religious cards except to those indicated, otherwise you will worsen their conditions.  Please support this campaign 
remembering that Our Lord was once a Prisoner of Conscience too. 
 
ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY APPEAL: In previous years, parishioners have kindly donated items of food. However, we would be 
very grateful this year, if parishioners can donate items of hats, gloves & scarves for men, women & children, shampoo, deodorant, 
shaving foam or gel & soap, please. Thank you for your continued support. 

CHRISTMAS POSTERS:  The Christmas Posters from the Knights of St. Columba are available as you leave Church.  Please take 
one and display it in your front window during the Christmas season.  ‘Proclaiming Christ as the True Reason for the Season’. 

ROTAS FOR 2018. Please would Ministers of Communion collect their 2018 rota from the Sacristy. Thank you. 

WARDENS: Volunteers are urgently required to join the warden rota for the 9.00am Sunday Masses from January.  This is not an 
onerous task but is important to meet, greet and assist people when they arrive for Mass.  Please leave your name in the sacristy. 

TABOR HOUSE:  Birmingham’s only permanent night shelter is looking for volunteers.  Could you help as a Hospitality Volunteer, 
Shift Leader or volunteer Mentor?  If interested, please contact Mairead Shaw 07387 418318 or Laura Jovicich 07387418319 or email 
laurajovicich@fatherhudsons.org.uk 

PIETY STALL:  All Christmas cards and related goods have arrived.  Church diaries are available (free but donations are always 
acceptable!).  All profits go to the Church. 

3rd WYTHALL RAINBOWS:  There are spaces for girls 5-7 years at Wythall Village Hall (the Institute), Alcester Road. on Friday 
evenings 5.15-6.15pm (term time only).  Contact Mandy Newton 079727 38090 or see Beth Loader after Mass, or pop along. 

COLLECTION:  17th  December 2017.  Gift Aid: £473.90; Loose: £544.08;  Standing Order: £625.00 TOTAL:  £1642.98. 

Father O’Mahony Trust: (2 weeks) £124.34. 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 
 
First Reading:  Samuel. 7 :1-5, 8-12, 14, 16.  The kingdom of David will always stand secure before the Lord. 
 
Responsorial  Psalm : Ps 88: 2-5, 27, 29.  R: I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 
 
Second Reading:  St. Paul to the Romans 16:25-27.  The mystery, which was kept secret for endless ages, is now made clear. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the handmaid of the Lord: let what you have said be done to me. 
R:  Alleluia!  
 
The Gospel according to Luke 1: 26-38.  Listen!  You are to conceive and bear a son. 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; and his name will be called Emmanuel. 
 
Dismissal of the Children 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your children, that they may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your people, that we may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
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