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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

Isaiah uses a beautiful image to get across our relationship with God. He calls God, "Father” and describes 
our relationship as one in which; "we are the clay and you the potter: we are all the work of your hands.” God gently 
fashions us and molds us with his own hands. He smooths away the rough edges and carefully molds us into his 
image and likeness. We each have rough edges and we can have the attitude that it is better to hide them from God 
and escape his wrath, then to let him see them. Of course we cannot hide anything from God. When we freely confess 
these we invite the hand of God to touch us and fashion us and heal us.  

As we begin Advent we have the choice of how we wait for the Lord. We can be sitting in the courtroom 
waiting to be judged and sentenced, or we can be waiting in the doctor's office waiting for the physician to treat and 
heal us. Both of these require one to be alert and watch. Hopefully we will approach Advent waiting for the Divine 
Physician. This involves knowing ourselves well enough that we are honest about our need to visit the doctor's office, 
rather than pretending that there is nothing wrong, or we can take care of it ourselves. Be alert and watchful of 
those parts of our lives that need the healing touch of Jesus and expectantly wait for his coming 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR ‘B’ 

(Vigil Mass)                      5.30pm         Ross and Gail Weston  (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
Sunday 3rd                             9.00am           Mary Smith and Nora Quinn R.I.P 
December                             11.00am           Oliver McGovern R.I.P 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 4th                            9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                   Eucharistic Service  
                                                 7.00pm           Vigil for Marion Trentfield R.I.P 
                                               
Tuesday 5th                          11.00am             Requiem Mass for Marion Trentfield R.I.P  
                                                  
Wednesday 6th                       9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                  Martin Heathcote R.I.P  
                                                 
Thursday 7th                           9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                  People of the Parish              
                                                  
Friday 8th                                7.30pm           Jackie Anslow R.I.P 
                                                                                                              
Saturday 9th                           9.00am            Patrick Mc Manus R.I.P                     Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am  

_______________________________________________________ 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR ‘B’ 

(Vigil Mass)                      5.30pm            Margaret and Daniel Mannion R.I.P 
Sunday 10th                                  9.00am            Mrs Teresa Mc Govern 
December                             11.00am            Brigid Murphy and Teresa Burke R.I.P 
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IN MEMORIAM:  Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of Marion Trentfield R.I.P. who died recently.  May she 
rest in peace.  Amen. 

ADVENT ‘WALK WITH ME’ BOOKLETS: Advent ‘Walk with me’ booklets are available at the back of the church priced £1.00 
each. 

ADVENT GREETING CARD CAMPAIGN: Please will you help? So many people suffer terrible injustices and persecutions 
await your card to give them hope and to let them know they are not forgotten. On the display table at the back of  church are two 
lists (green & yellow sheets), with different people on each list. Please take one or both lists and follow the instructions carefully and 
DO NOT send religious cards except to those indicated, otherwise you will worsen their conditions.  Please support this campaign 
remembering that Our Lord was once a Prisoner of Conscience too. 

ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY APPEAL: In previous years, parishioners have kindly donated items of food. However, we would be 
very grateful this year, if parishioners can donate items of hats, gloves & scarves for men, women & children, shampoo, deodorant, 
shaving foam or gel & soap, please. Thank you for your continued support. 

ADVENT TALK: Deacon Sean will be giving a talk on the theme of Advent on Thursday 7th December at 7.00pm in the Studio Hall 
of Our Lady of the Wayside School. All welcome. 

OLW SCHOOL ADVENT LITURGY: The children from Our Lady of the Wayside School will be celebrating an Advent Liturgy in 
Church on Wednesday 13th December at 7.00pm.  All welcome. 

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE: A Service of Reconciliation will be celebrated at St Augustine’s Church, Solihull on 
Wednesday 20th December at 7.00pm. Please do come and try and come along to this event. There will be priests from the 
Deanery who will be present to hear confessions.                    

SECOND COLLECTION: A second collection will be taken next weekend for the Poor Parishes of the Archdiocese. 

WARDENS: Volunteers are urgently required to join the warden rota for the 9.00am Sunday Masses from January.  This is not an 
onerous task but is important to meet, greet and assist people when they arrive for Mass.  Please leave your name in the sacristy. 

ADVENT PRAYER STATIONS:  Join us at Olton Friary Parish during the 3 weeks, December 6th, 13th and 20th in Advent: on 
Wednesdays at 7.30pm to 8.30pm in the Church.  An opportunity to engage, reflect and meditate on this period of expectation, 
waiting and preparing for the birth of Christ. 

JIGSAW BONANZA:  Many thanks to all the generous people who supported the puzzle and book sale last weekend.  The amount 
raised was £232, which, added to the marmalade sale money in October, makes a grand total of £362 for Church repairs. 

MARMALADE SALE:  Christmas marmalade for sale next weekend, 9/10th December, after all Masses.  Buy some extra for 
presents, or just enjoy delicious home made preserve.  Proceeds in aid of Fr. O’Mahony Trust. 

PIETY STALL:  All Christmas cards and related goods have arrived.  Church diaries are available (free but donations are always 
acceptable!).  All profits go to the Church. 

MISSION RED BOXES:  Would all Missio Red Box holders please collect their copy of the Mission Today Calendar for 2018 from 
the Community table at the back of the Church. 

CATHOLIC EDUCATION:  Do you support Catholic schools and the right of Catholics to send their children to them?  Then we 
need you to make your voice heard.    The Government is making a critical decision on whether to overturn the admissions cap 
which prevents Catholic schools from allowing all Catholic pupils to attend.  They have acknowledged that t his policy discriminates 
against Catholics and promised to abandon it, now we need you to tell them not to u-turn on their promise to Catholics.  Visit 
http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap or search for ‘Catholic Education’ in your search engine to write to the Government and 
urge them to drop their policy which bans new Catholic schools. 

COLLECTION:  26th November 2017.  Gift Aid: £305.80; Loose: £471.12;  Standing Order: £625. TOTAL:  £1401.92. 

 Father O’Mahony Trust:    £68.90 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading:   Isaiah 63: 16-17; 64: 1, 3-8.  Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down. 

Responsorial  Psalm 79.  R: God of hosts, bring us back; let your face shine on us and we shall be saved. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Corinthians 1: 3-9.  We are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia!  Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help. R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Mark 13:33-37.  Stay awake, because you do not know when the master of the house is coming. 

Communion Antiphon:  The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 

Dismissal of the Children 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your children, that they may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your people, that we may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
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