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TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

Christianity is unique among religions in our belief in the intensity of God’s love and God’s closeness to us 
and God’s desire to forgive us. In some religions there is no personal relationship with God. In some, God is not 
forgiving, or if God is forgiving there is no personal relationship, or there is a limited belief in God as a forgiving 
God. But Christianity is unique among religions in our belief in the intensity of God’s love and God’s closeness to us 
and God’s desire to forgive us. That is not surprising since only Christianity enjoys the fullness of God’s self-
revelation in Jesus. God revealed himself in Jesus and revealed his closeness to us and desire to forgive us. 

At the time of Jesus some rabbis taught that there was a limit to the times you would forgive. They said you 
should forgive three times but not after that. When Peter asked Jesus if he should forgive seven times he was being 
generous, more than double what was expected at the time. Jesus responded, not just seven times, but seventy-seven 
times. In other words, there is to be no limit to our forgiveness. God has  revealed himself in Jesus and revealed his 
closeness to us and desire to forgive us. Jesus is our model in forgiveness. Many times during his Passion we see 
Jesus forgiving those harming him. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)                     5.30pm         People of the Parish 
Sunday 17th                           9.00am           Caroline Dawn Jenkinson R.I.P 
September                           11.00am           Helen Mc Mahon R.I.P 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 18th                         9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)          Eucharistic Service 

Tuesday 19th                                                  No Mass  
                                                  
Wednesday 20th                  9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)            Baby Owen Barkey                       
          
Thursday 21st                     10.30am            With School                                    Oliver McGovern R.I.P 
                                                         
Friday 22nd                          7.30pm            Madeleine Astbury R.I.P            
                                                                                                              
Saturday 23rd             9.00am            Eucharistic Service               Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 

TWENTY FIFTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm            People of the Parish 
Sunday 24th                                9.00am            Martin Heathcote R.I.P 
September                          11.00am            Mary Hayes R.I.P 
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SECOND COLLECTIONS: A second collection will be taken this weekend for Catholic Evangelisation. Thank you. 
There will be a second collection next weekend for Fr Hudson’s Society. Thank you in anticipation for your generosity. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2018: Classes for children in Year 3 and upwards, who attend non catholic 
schools  and who wish to make their First Holy Communion in 2018, will be starting in September. It will be 
necessary to register asap. Please contact Fr Gerardo or Terry Faure on 0121 705 1850. Thank you.  

COFFEE MORNING:  Thank you to all who supported the coffee morning on 8th September.   A total of £400 was 
raised which has been divided between the Father O’Mahony Trust and the Downs Syndrome Playgroup Romania.  
Many thanks to the loyalty and generosity of parishioners and friends. 

ST. PAUL’S SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, VERNON ROAD, EDGBASTON, B16 9SL.  An Open Evening for 
Secondary Transfers 2018 will be held on Thursday, 21st September from 6-9pm.  The Headteacher will give a talk at 
6pm and then again at 7.30pm.  All Year 6 and Year 5 girls and their parents are welcome. 

BIKE RIDE FOR TABOR HOUSE:  The Diocese has taken a lead in responding to the needs of people sleeping 
rough by opening Tabor House in Birmingham later this month.  There is a one day bike ride (or walk) on October 1st 
at Cannock Chase to help raise funds for this important work.  Please join if you can.  The ride is called ‘Chase the 
Cake’.  For more information email michael@stjohnrctamworth.org.uk. 

ST. PETER’S CATHOLIC SCHOOL CLASS OF ’77 REUNION.  Were you one of the teachers or one of the pupils 
who left St. Peter’s in 1977?  This was a few years after the merger of Olton Convent and Bishop Glancy Schools.  A 
meeting in Solihull will be held on 14th October 2017 to have a drink and a buffet to celebrate surviving this far!  Please 
join us for the evening – contact Kathleen Doherty 07762 207713 or Marie Bolton on 07706 798921. 

OLOW SCHOOL:  An open morning for prospective parents is due to take place on Tuesday, 17th October 2017 
between 9.30am and 11.30am.  This is an informal drop-in session and parents can visit at any point during this time 
period.  If you wish to attend our Open Morning please contact the school office on 0121 744 6852 to reserve your 
place. 

DEANERY AND PARISH VISITATIONS: A series of visitations to the Deanery and parishes will be underway this 
coming autumn. Bishop Robert Byrne C.O,. will be visiting the parish on the weekend of the 14th and 15th October. 
He will be celebrating the weekend masses and I am sure he would like to be able to meet with people. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND: This will be taking place at the Ibis Hotel, Rugby (Residential) 24th-26th 
November 2017.  It is an enrichment weekend for normal, ordinary marriages (NOT counselling).  ME weekends have 
proved time and time again to be of immense value to couples however long they have been married.  All discussions 
are private to the participating couples; there is no group work.  For further information go to www.wwme.org.uk or 
contact Phil and Rita Jackson on 0121 244 7762. 

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA:  Celebrate the centenary of Fatima this November with fellow pilgrims from the 
diocese.  Departing 26th November, spend 4 nights in a 4* hotel on a half board basis.  Flights from Birmingham.  To 
find out more visit aglowpilgrimages.com/fatima or call 0800 689 4792. 

PIETY STALL/CARDS: There will be a selection of handmade cards for sale on the Piety Stall (profits to the 
Church).  Also (sorry for mentioning this but some items do sell out quickly)  there is a Christmas catalogue on the stall 
if you wish to order any Christmas items. 

COLLECTION:  10th September 2017.  Gift Aid: £291.50;  Loose: £533.52; Standing Order: £ 628.00.                        
TOTAL:   £1453.02.     Father O’Mahony Trust:    £225.20. 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading:   Ecclesiasticus 27:30-28:7  Forgive your neighbour the hurt he does you, and when you pray, your sins 
will be forgiven. 

Responsorial  Psalm: Ps.  102: 1-4, 9-12. R: The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in 
mercy. 

Second Reading:  St. Paul to the Romans 14: 7-9.  Alive or dead we belong to the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia! Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the message of 
eternal life. R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Matthew  18: 21-35.  I do not tell you to forgive seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

Communion Antiphon:  How precious is your mercy, O God!  The children of men seek shelter in the shadow of your 
wings. 
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