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 27th AUGUST 2017 
TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
My dear brothers and sisters, 

The people who knew Jesus, including some of his disciples, believed him to be a great prophet, such as John 
the Baptist, Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the other prophets. But, when asked by Jesus to offer an opinion about his 
identity, Peter said: ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God’ (Mt 16:16). Jesus made clear that this was a 
particular grace from God which allowed Peter, from among all the apostles and disciples, to discern the true 
identity of Jesus. In this way, Peter announced his belief that Jesus was the promised Messiah who had come to 
deliver God’s people from the bondage of sin. Jesus was much more than a prophet, and Peter was divinely inspired 
to acknowledge this truth. 

The public manifestation of Peter’s faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Anointed One, was immediately rewarded 
by Christ who wanted Peter to know two facts. First, he had been especially blessed by God in being given this 
knowledge. Secondly, Peter was given a singularly important role in the infant Church: ‘You are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my Church. And the gates of the underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven: whatever you bind on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose on 
earth shall be considered loosed in heaven’. the important lesson for us in these verses is that here we are reminded 
of the supernatural origins of the papacy. Peter and those popes who followed him have their crucial leadership role 
in the Church by divine mandate. It is difficult being the Pope in the contemporary world when the teaching of Christ 
and the moral law often challenge modern fashions and trends. So let us pray for the Pope who is charged with 
upholding and defending the Church’s teachings. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)                     5.30pm          Paul Whiston 
Sunday 27th                           9.00am            Hugh Smith (Special Intention) 
August                                  11.00am            People of the Parish 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 28th                                     9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)                 Eucharistic Service 

Tuesday 29th                          9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)         Nancy Mc Callion  
                                                  
Wednesday 30th                    9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer )    Benny Farrelly R.I.P  
          
Thursday 31st                         9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer )    Anne Deane R.I.P 
                                                         
Friday 1st                                7.30pm Julia Gerndt   
                                                                                                              
Saturday 2nd              9.00am           Cyprian Alvares   + Exposition       Confessions: 11.00am – 11.30am                                                                              

_______________________________________________________ 

TWENTY SECOND  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm            Brigid Murphy and Teresa Burke R.I.P 
Sunday 3rd                                    9.00am            People of the Parish  
September                          11.00am           Rev. Richard Somers   
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FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2018: Classes for children in Year 3 and upwards, who attend non catholic 
schools  and who wish to make their First Holy Communion in 2018, will be starting in September. It will be 
necessary to register asap. Please contact Fr Gerardo or Terry Faure on 0121 705 1850. Thank you. 

MARCH FOR LIFE: An evening of entertainment in aid of March for Life UK is being held on Friday 8th Sept, 7pm - 
late, at the Irish Centre, Digbeth, 14-20 High Street, Birmingham B12 0LN. International tenor Martin Aelred will sing 
songs of Andrea Bocelli and there will be a testimony on the transformative power of adoption. Free entrance. Bar, 
snacks, raffle & good craic! 

COFFEE MORNING:  Friday, 8th September from 10.30am – 1.00 pm at 142 Bills Lane, Shirley (park in Tybury 
Close).  Proceeds for Father O’Mahony Trust and Downs Syndrome Playgroup Romania.  Bring & Buy, Books and 
DVD’s, handmade cards, tea, coffee and cakes for sale. 

DEANERY AND PARISH VISITATIONS: A series of visitations to the Deanery and parishes will be underway this 
coming autumn. Bishop Robert Byrne C.O,. will be visiting the parish on the weekend of the 14th and 15th October. 
He will be celebrating the weekend masses and I am sure he would like to be able to meet with people. 

SCHOOL SITE MANAGER: Our Lady of the Wayside.  Part time – term time only, 17.5 hours per week.  Salary: 
Band D, ranging from £20,138-£28,485 (pro-rata) – starting point dependent on experience.  Please note that the 
school office will be closed until Monday 4th September 2017.  However, further details are available on the school 
website – www.ol-wayside.solihull.sch.uk (news and events) or telephone/written requests can be made on or after the 
4th September.  Tel: 0121 744 6852 or email: office@sol-wayside.solihull.sch.uk, placing ‘Site Manager’ in the subject 
box.  Closing date: Wednesday 13th September 2017 at 4.00pm.  Interviews: Thursday 21st September 2017.  All 
appointments are subject to Criminal Records clearance and safeguard checking. 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE, OSCOTT:  Wish to appoint an Academic Office Administrator, with experience of 
administration, preferably n an educational context, and with very good IT skills.  This role combines office based 
administrative responsibilities with support and assistance to the teaching staff and seminarians.  Closing date 1st 
September.  Further details available at http://www.oscott.net. 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS: These will be taking place at Barnes Close, Bromsgrove (Non 
Residential) 9th-10th September 2017 and at the Ibis Hotel, Rugby (Residential) 24th-26th November 2017.  They are 
enrichment weekends for normal, ordinary marriages (NOT counselling).  ME weekends have proved time and time 
again to be of immense value to couples however long they have been married.  All discussions are private to the 
participating couples; there is no group work.  For further information go to www.wwme.org.uk or contact Phil and 
Rita Jackson on 0121 244 7762. 

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA:  Celebrate the centenary of Fatima this November with fellow pilgrims from the 
diocese.  Departing 26th November, spend 4 nights in a 4* hotel on a half board basis.  Flights from Birmingham.  To 
find out more visit aglowpilgrimages.com/fatima or call 0800 689 4792. 

PIETY STALL/CARDS: There will be a selection of handmade cards for sale on the Piety Stall (profits to the 
Church).  Also (sorry for mentioning this but some items do sell out quickly)  there is a Christmas catalogue on the stall 
if you wish to order any Christmas items. 

COLLECTION:  20th   August 2017.  Gift Aid: £331.20;  Loose: £400.00; Standing Order: £ 628.00.  TOTAL:   
£1359.20 

Father O’Mahony Trust:    £56.15. 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading:  Isaiah 22: 19-23.  I place the key of the House of David upon his shoulder. 

Responsorial  Psalm: Ps. 137: 1-3, 6, 8.  Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the work of your hands. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Romans 11:33-36.  All that exists comes from him; all is by him and from him. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia!  God in Christ was reconciling the world to himself, and he has 
entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled. R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Matthew  16:13-20.  You are Peter, and I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. 

Communion Antiphon:  The earth is replete with the fruits of your work, O Lord; you bring forth bread from the earth 
and wine to cheer the heart. 
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