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30th   JULY 2017 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

In the first reading today at Mass, the Lord tells Solomon that he can have whatever he wants. Instead of 
asking for riches, or for a long life, or for the defeat of his enemies, Solomon asks for wisdom. What is wisdom? Is it 
the fruit of a superior intellect? Is it the possession of all the important facts? No! Wisdom involves the capacity to 
discern between what is worthwhile and what is worthless. It involves the capacity to renounce the things that bind 
me. It requires detachment from things and the freedom to choose the one thing that matters – Our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
In the Gospel passage, a man sells all he owns in order to have the true treasure, while the merchant gives up 
everything so that he can possess the pearl of great price. If I am to be a good parent, if I am to have the capacity to 
love someone truly, if I am to fulfil the mission that the Lord is giving me, then I must renounce earthly things and 
choose the one thing that matters most – the Lord. The ironic thing is that the person who neglects Christ and goes 
after the things of this world will end up with nothing at all because the things of this world will one day turn out to 
be illusory! And the one who renounces everything for the Lord will turn out to have riches beyond compare.  

Saint Philip Neri had a famous saying attributed to him, “I choose Paradise” (“Preferisco il Paradiso”). The 
road that leads to Paradise is a different one to the road that leads to hell. The path that leads to beauty is not the one 
that leads to destruction. If we wish to take the path that leads to Paradise then we must avoid the path that leads to 
hell. The things that are not the true treasure must be thrown away. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                   5.30pm         People of the Parish 
Sunday 30th                        9.00am           Martin Heathcote R.I.P.     
July                                     11.00am           Placentino Fabrizio R.I.P 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 31st                                  9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Eucharistic Service         

Tuesday 1st                         9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Alice O’ Friel   
August             
                                                                                   
Wednesday 2nd                   9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                           Owen Keogh    
          
Thursday 3rd                      9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                          Maura Mc Namara  
                           
Friday 4th                           7.30pm            Gus Molloy R.I.P 
                                                                                                              
Saturday 5th           9.00am           Brigid Murphy and Teresa Burke R.I.P. + Exposition  
                                                                                                                                 Confessions: 11.00am – 11.30am                                                                              

_______________________________________________________ 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm           Joe Gavin R.I.P. 
Sunday 6th                                     9.00am           People of the Parish  
August                                 11.00am           Michael McDaid R.I.P 

mailto:waysideparishoffice@gmail.com


IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Placentino Fabrizio R.I.P and Anne 
Gaffney R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace.  

PLACENTINO FABRIZIO R.I.P. Fr Gerardo and his mother Maria, are very grateful indeed for everyone’s prayers 
and thoughts at this time for Placentino, Fr Gerardo’s dad, who died last Tuesday, on July 25th. His Requiem Mass will 
be celebrated on Friday 11th August at 11.30am here at the parish, with a vigil on Thursday 10th August at 6.30pm. 
Fr Gerardo would be grateful and happy if parishioners were able to be present on the day of the funeral or the Vigil. 
Refreshments will be served in the Parish Hall following the Requiem and everyone is welcome.  

SUMMER HOLIDAYS: Fr Gerardo would like to wish all the parishioners a very happy summer break and a safe 
journey to your destinations, whether it be far or nearer to home.  

CAR PARKING AT REAR OF CHURCH: Please avoid parking in the outer disabled parking space, if  no car 
occupies the front space (nearest to the lawn). When this does occur, two spaces are then taken up unnecessarily. 
Thank you 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2018: Classes for children in Year 3 and upwards, who attend non catholic 
schools  and who wish to make their First Holy Communion in 2018, will be starting in September. It will be 
necessary to register asap. Please contact Fr Gerardo or Terry Faure on 0121 705 1850. Thank you. 

ACADEMIC OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: St Mary’s College, Oscott wishes to appoint an Academic Office 
Administrator, with experience of administration, preferably in an educational context, and with very good IT skills. 
This role combines office based administrative responsibilities with support and assistance to the teaching staff and 
seminarians. Further details available at http://www.oscott.net  

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKENDS: These will be taking place at Barnes Close, Bromsgrove (Non 
Residential) 9th-10th September 2017 and at the Ibis Hotel, Rugby (Residential) 24th-26th November 2017.  They are 
enrichment weekends for normal, ordinary marriages (NOT counselling).  ME weekends have proved time and time 
again to be of immense value to couples however long they have been married.  All discussions are private to the 
participating couples; there is no group work.  For further information go to www.wwme.org.uk or contact Phil and 
Rita Jackson on 0121 244 7762. 

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA:  Celebrate the centenary of Fatima this November with fellow pilgrims from the 
diocese.  Departing 26th November, spend 4 nights in a 4* hotel on a half board basis.  Flights from Birmingham.  To 
find out more visit aglowpilgrimages.com/fatima or call 0800 689 4792. 

31st ROSARY RALLY: Our Lady’s Rosary Group, Holy Cross Church, Whitwick at Mount St. Bernard Abbey, 
Leicestershire.  You are warmly invited to join in the 31st Rosary Rally to pray for world peace and young people on 
Sunday, 27th August 2017 commencing with concelebrated Mass at 2.00pm.  Principal Celebrant The Abbot, the Rt. 
Rev. Dom Erik Varden, o.c.s.o.  Break for picnics, refreshments etc.  Resuming at 4.00pm.  Solemn crowning of the 
statue of Our Lady and Act of Consecration, Rosary procession with statue of Our Lady, Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Blessing of the Sick, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  It is advisable to bring a folding chair or stool.  
Mount St. Bernard Abbey is situated on the Oaks Road near Coalville (LE67 5UL).  About 5 miles from Junction 23 of 
the M1 and off the A512 in the direction of Ashby – signposted from Shepshed. 

COLLECTION:  23rd July 2017.  Gift Aid: £488.05;  Loose: £517.14 Standing Order: £ 625.00.  TOTAL:   £ 1,630.19 

Father O’Mahony Trust:    £166.00 (two weeks) 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading:  1st book of Kings 3:5, 7-12.  You have asked for a discerning judgement for yourself. 

Responsorial  Psalm: Ps 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130.   R: Lord how I love your law! 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Romans 8:28-30.  God intended us to become true images of his Son. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia!  I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made known to 
you everything I have learnt from my Father.  R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Matthew  13:`44-52.  He sells everything he owns and buys the field. 

Communion Antiphon:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and never forget all his benefits. 

Dismissal of the Children 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.   
Plant your word within them so that they may grow.  
May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us.  Plant your word within us so that we may 
grow.      ©1995, Paul Inwood, OCP Publications
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