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23rd  JULY 2017 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The Gospel today continues with some parables of Jesus. Parables are intended to cause the listener to think 
about them, and reflect on what Jesus meant in telling them. One can hear the same parable numerous times, and 
each time gain a different insight into its' meaning. The three given to us today; the weeds among the wheat, the 
mustard seed, and the yeast, are about the Kingdom of Heaven. A common reaction when things in our lives don't go 
as planned is to quickly make changes without fully considering the consequences. When the farmer first realized 
that weeds were growing in the midst of his wheat he could have immediately began to get rid of the weeds so as to 
protect the wheat. But as Jesus points out, pulling out the weeds would also mean pulling out the wheat. Jesus calls 
them to be patient. Patience is a virtue that seems to be seen less and less today. The patience to wait for the right 
moment to speak or act is not always easy. Waiting for God to answer our prayer can be frustrating. We expect 
ourselves and others to act quickly in making decisions. The pressure is on for the quick fix, not the well thought out 
solution or resolution. 

It's hard to believe when we look at the seed to envision how with patience we will see the growth. The same 
is true in our spiritual lives. We might have experienced some conversion and we look at our lives and realize how 
much we have to change. That realization can become almost overwhelming and lead us to think that it is impossible 
to make all these changes. When the changes don't happen right away we can become frustrated and discouraged. 
God is patient with us and we would do well to imitate Christ by cultivating the virtue of patience. With patience we 
can walk to road of conversion, and progress in the spiritual life. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                   5.30pm        Mass of Thanksgiving: Paddy and Gillian Brennan. (50th Anniversary) 
Sunday 23rd                          9.00am         People of the Parish      
July                                     11.00am          Fossey Family Intentions 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 24th                                  9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Eucharistic Service         

Tuesday 25th                        9.15am         (8.55am Morning Prayer)                             May Horden      
                                                                                   
Wednesday 26th                  9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Eamon Kenny   
          
Thursday 27th                      9.15am          (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Martin Connolly R.I.P 
                           
Friday 28th                         7.30pm           Thelma Hood and Lesley Leakin R.I.P       
                                                                                                              
Saturday 29th         9.00am           Margaret Lamb   Confessions: 11.00am -11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm            People of the PArish 
Sunday 30th                                  9.00am           Martin Heathcote R.I.P   
July                                      11.00am           Frances Vallance  
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BETHLEHEM ART: Thank you to everyone who supported last weekend’s sale of religious items and olive wood 
carvings made by the Christians of the Holy Land. A total of £720.00 was raised.  

CHARITY GOLF DAY: This will be held on Thursday 27th July at Henley-in-Arden Golf Club in aid of the Fire 
Fighters Charity. One spare team place – just £200 for 4 people: Bacon Sandwiches  and coffee on arrival; 18 holes of 
golf; two course dinner with coffee, competition prizes, auction and raffle. For more information, please contact Helen 
Tuite on 07941 416303 

CAR PARKING AT REAR OF CHURCH: Please avoid parking in the outer disabled parking space, if  no car 
occupies the front space (nearest to the lawn). When this does occur, two spaces are then taken up unnecessarily. 
Thank you 

FRIDAY CLUB / SENIOR PARISHIONERS:  Next meeting which will be our Strawberry Tea / Prosecco 
afternoon. This will take place on Friday 28th JULY at 2pm on the grassed area alongside the Parish Hall. We will 
move into the Hall in the event of rain or if it is too hot to sit outside. There will be some live music and storytelling. It 
promises to be a great afternoon. Open to senior parishioners. Do come and support. River Cruise in June went well 
and was enjoyed by all. 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2018: Classes for children in Year 3 and upwards, who attend non catholic 
schools  and who wish to make their First Holy Communion in 2018, will be starting in September. It will be 
necessary to register asap. Please contact Fr Gerardo or Terry Faure on 0121 705 1850. Thank you. 

ACADEMIC OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: St Mary’s College, Oscott wishes to appoint an Academic Office 
Administrator, with experience of administration, preferably in an educational context, and with very good IT skills. 
This role combines office based administrative responsibilities with support and assistance to the teaching staff and 
seminarians. Further details available at http://www.oscott.net  

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA:  Celebrate the centenary of Fatima this November with fellow pilgrims from the 
diocese.  Departing 26th November, spend 4 nights in a 4* hotel on a half board basis.  Flights from Birmingham.  To 
find out more visit aglowpilgrimages.com/fatima or call 0800 689 4792. 

31st ROSARY RALLY: Our Lady’s Rosary Group, Holy Cross Church, Whitwick at Mount St. Bernard Abbey, 
Leicestershire.  You are warmly invited to join in the 31st Rosary Rally to pray for world peace and young people on 
Sunday, 27th August 2017 commencing with concelebrated Mass at 2.00pm.  Principal Celebrant The Abbot, the Rt. 
Rev. Dom Erik Varden, o.c.s.o.  Break for picnics, refreshments etc.  Resuming at 4.00pm.  Solemn crowning of the 
statue of Our Lady and Act of Consecration, Rosary procession with statue of Our Lady, Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament, Blessing of the Sick, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  It is advisable to bring a folding chair or stool.  
Mount St. Bernard Abbey is situated on the Oaks Road near Coalville (LE67 5UL).  About 5 miles from Junction 23 of 
the M1 and off the A512 in the direction of Ashby – signposted from Shepshed. 

COLLECTION:  16th July 2017.  Gift Aid: £359.00;  Loose: £490.04 Standing Order: £ 625.00.  TOTAL:   £ 
1,502.04 

Father O’Mahony Trust:     

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading:  Wisdom 12:13, 16-19  After sin you will grant repentance. 

Responsorial  Psalm: Ps 85: 5-6 R: O Lord, you are good and forgiving. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Romans 8:26-27  The Spirit expresses our plea in a way that could never be put into 
words. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia!  May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of 
the our mind, so that we can  see what hope his call holds for us. R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Matthew 13:24-43  Let them both grow till the harvest. 

Communion Antiphon:   

Dismissal of the Children 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.   
Plant your word within them so that they may grow.  
May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us.  Plant your word within us so that we may 
grow.       
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