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2nd JULY 2017 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

…………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Our readings this week begin with a wonderful little story about the prophet Elisha from the Second Book of 
Kings. If you remember, Elisha was Elijah’s protégé. On one of Elisha journeys he came to the city of Shuman where 
he was warmly received by a generous lady of the city. She knew that he carried the presence of God’s prophetic 
Spirit, so she invited him to stay with her and her husband anytime he was passing through the area. Elisha wanted 
to do something for her in return. He found out that she and her husband did not have any sons and that child 
bearing time was over. This was a serious situation because it was up to sons to care for their parents in their 
declining years. Elisha prophesied that God would reward her by giving her a son. And the prophecy was fulfilled. 

Hospitality was one of the great virtues of the Bible. The ancients believed that each person should be 
welcomed as though one were welcoming God himself. Jesus moves this virtue into Christian times in today’s Gospel, 
"Whoever receives you receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent me. Whoever receives a 
prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and whoever receives a righteous man because he is 
a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. And whoever gives only a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones to drink because the little one is a disciple--amen, I say to you, he will surely not lose his reward.”  The 
virtue of hospitality is far more than being a good host at a dinner party. Hospitality means encountering the 
presence of God in others, usually in those whom we least expect. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                   5.30pm             Michael and Ann Cheal (50th Wedding Anniversary) 
Sunday 2nd                         9.00am             People of the Parish 
July                                     11.00am             Brigid Murphy and Teresa Burke R.I.P. 

______________________________________________________ 
Monday 3rd                                      9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer                            Eucharistic Service         

Tuesday 4th                          9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                          Margaret & Dermot Cawley 
                                             11.30am             Funeral Service for Michael Harrison R.I.P                     
                                       
Wednesday 5th                                               No Mass 

Thursday 6th                     10.30am             (with school)   Sean McGrath                                                      

Friday 7th                             7.30pm            Oliver Finnegan                                                

Saturday 8th                        9.00am             Ned & William Donovan + Exposition    CONF: 11.00am – 11.30am 
_______________________________________________________ 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME    YEAR: A 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm             Sharron Carley  
Sunday 9th                                      9.00am            John Farrelly 
July                                      11.00am            People of the Parish  
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Michael Harrison R.I.P and Charlie 
Cosgrove R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace.  

APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA:  A second collection will be taken next weekend for the Apostleship of the Sea.   Sea 
Sunday (Sunday 9th July) is when we have the opportunity to remember and pray for seafarers, their families and all 
who support them.  It is a day of remembrance, prayer and celebration, and an opportunity to think about and thank 
those seafarers who work tirelessly throughout the year bringing us goods we so often take for granted. 

PETER’S PENCE:  Thank you for your generosity – the collection last week amounted for £546.00 

UN DAY OF SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF TORTURE:  Your help is needed to give ‘HOPE’.  There are two 
different coloured lists available, at both ends of the Church, for you to write or pray for these Victims of Torture.  
Remembering the words – “When did we see you Lord?” 

MISSIO RED BOXES:  Our thanks to all Red Box holders.  You have produced the magnificent total of £1,826.94 for 
this year’s collection.  Well done all of you.  The Mission Mass Summer 2017 will be celebrated this year at St Chad’s 
Cathedral, Birmingham, on Sunday 23rd July 2017 at 11.00am, presided over by Archbishop Bernard Langley.  All 
supporters are invited to attend.  The Mass will be followed by a short talk and light refreshments in the Cathedral 
Hall.  See poster on the Parish notice board. 

TABOR HOUSE, BIRMINGHAM:  Tabor House is Birmingham’s only permanent night shelter for homeless 
people and is opening in September.  Could you volunteer as a host or mentor?  Please come along to an open evening 
on Thursday, 13th July, 6pm-9pm,  at St. Anne’s Catholic Church, 96 Bradford Street, Birmingham B12 0PY.  Contact 
Christy Acton on 01675 434064 to find out more. 

CAFOD CAMPAIGNS DAY:  Listening to the Cry of the Earth and the Cry of the Poor: The Response of the Church 
in Latin America to Pope Francis’ Call.  Do join us on Tuesday 11th July, 11am-3pm at St. Columbans, Widney Manor 
Road, Solihull, B93 9AB for our CAFOD campaigns day.  We will hear from Fr. Peter Hughes, an Irish Columban priest 
from County Mayo who has spent most of his life as a missionary based in Lima, Peru.  Tea and coffee will be served 
from 10.45am and please do bring something for a bring-and-share lunch.  To confirm your place please contact Lizzie 
in the Birmingham Volunteer Centre on ewignall@cafod.org.uk or 01922 722 944. 

MARMALADE SALE:  Delicious homemade marmalade will be on sale in the Narthex after each Mass on the 
weekend of 8/9th July.  Proceeds are for the Fr. O’Mahony Trust. 

COLLECTION:  25th  June 2017.  Gift Aid: £.348.00;  Loose: £402.31  Standing Order: £ 653.00.  TOTAL:   £ 
1,403.31 

Father O’Mahony Trust:    £31.00 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading:  Second book of the Kings 4:8-11, 14-16. This is a holy man of God, let him rest there. 

Responsorial  Psalm: R: I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord. 

Second Reading: St Paul to the Romans 6:3-4, 8-11. When we were baptised we went into the tomb with Christ, so that 
we too might live a new life. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord, to accept the words of your Son. R:  
Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Matthew 10: 37-42.  Anyone who does not take his cross is not worthy of me.  Anyone who 
welcomes you welcomes me. 

Communion Antiphon:  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all within me, his holy name. 

Dismissal of the Children 

May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.   
Plant your word within them so that they may grow.  
May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us.  Plant your word within us so that we may 
grow.       
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