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21st May 2017 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER:  YEAR A 

  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

When Jesus promised an Advocate to his disciples, who dreaded his imminent departure from them, he was 
telling them that he would be with them in this divine Spirit more truly than he had ever been present to them in the 
flesh. This re-assurance is meant for us also. Sometimes we may think that those who knew Jesus in his earthly life 
had a great advantage over us but this is not at all the case. Jesus is far more truly present now "in the Spirit" than 
he ever was in his bodily existence in Palestine.  

As we struggle to maintain our identity as good and loving persons, we must know that Jesus is ever at our 
side. The most important consequence of this presence of Jesus in our lives is the profound conviction, given to us by 
the Spirit, that we are embraced by the heavenly Father’s love, just as Jesus was embraced by that love. This is what 
St. Paul tells us when he writes, "God sent the spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out, ‘Abba, Father!’" (Galatians 
4:6). If we listen to this Spirit, we will become ever more confident, peaceful and generous in spite of the adversities 
that we may find in our lives. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR A   

(Vigil Mass)                  5.30pm           People of the Parish 
Sunday 21st                         9.00am           Kenneth Parker R.I.P 
May                                   11.00am           John Joyce                          FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 22nd                                                         No Eucharistic Service 
                               
Tuesday 23rd                     9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)            Deceased Hedgecox Family Intentions                         
                                                                                                                                                             
Wednesday 24th               9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)            Wando and Richard Sawko                        
                                                                         
Thursday 25th               10.30am            (with school)                                   Mary Kathleen Reynolds 
                                                                         
Friday 26th                        7.30pm            Mr and Mrs Connelly  

Saturday 27th                   9.00am            Claire O’ Connor                         CONFESSIONS:  11.00 -11.30am 
_______________________________________________________ 

SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm          Mary Cheal R.I.P 
Sunday 28th                                   9.00am          Jackie Anslow R.I.P 
May                                     11.00am          Benedict and Rheannie Madden 

SECOND COLLECTION: A second collection will be taken next weekend for Catholic Communications. 
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE 25th September - 2nd October 2017: Arrangements are now complete with flights 
from Birmingham direct to Naples.   There will be a meeting of all taking part in the Parish Hall on Tuesday 13th 
June 2017 at 7.30pm where final details will be given and outstanding balances taken.  All intending pilgrims will 
receive full information in advance of the meeting. The two places mentioned in the Bulletin have been filled. However 
another single place has become available {may be possible to change it to a double}. If interested please contact Paddy 
Brennan Tel. 0121 744 5346. 

DONATION: Many thanks for the very generous donation from a parishioner of £12,000 for the works to the spire.  
It is much appreciated. 

MISSIO RED BOXES: Thank you to all ‘Red Box’ holders who have returned them for emptying and counting.  If 
anyone still has a box at home would you please return it to OLW so we can submit the Parish’s final total to the Mill 
Hill Missionaries.  Empty boxes will be available for collection in the Narthex after Masses of weekend 20/21st May.  
Please tick your name on the list which will be available and ensure you put your name on the box seal if it is not 
already there.   

ARE YOU A SUPPORTER OF THE COLUMBAN MISSIONARIES? To celebrate 100 years of the Columbans in 
2018, you are invited to add your name to their Centenary Pilgrim Altar Cloth being created from 14 sections of cloth 
gathered from the countries where Columbans are active today.  In each place, Columban missionaries, ordained and 
lay, and those who participate in Columban mission as partners, friends and benefactors are adding their names.  In 
this way, the multicultural Columban family will be symbolically brought together for the Centenary year and the Altar 
Cloth will be used in Eucharistic celebrations throughout 2018.  The British cloth section will be available to add your 
name at St. Columban’s, Widney Manor Road B93 9AB from Monday 22nd to Friday 26th May (9.00 a.m. to 4.00 
p.m.) and Saturday 27th May (9.00 a.m. to 12 noon).  No appointment necessary.  To enquire call the Mission Office 
on 01564 772 096, e-mail: stephenawre@columbans.co.uk or visit: www.columbans.co.uk 

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY: Jane and Colin Elmer are opening their cottage garden, which is near St. 
Alphege Church, on Sunday, 28th May from noon until 6 pm.  Relax and enjoy a soft drink and homemade cake in this 
tranquil secret garden right in the centre of our busy town.  Sadly wheelchair access is not possible due to deep pebbles 
and 3 sets of steps.  The address is 37 Ladbrook Road, Solihull B91 3RN.  All proceeds will go to the Solihull Branch of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  If you want any further information please call the Secretary of the MS Solihull Branch 
on 07941 416303. 

CAFOD SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Could you talk about the work of CAFOD in our school, other local 
Catholic primary and secondary schools and parish youth groups? CAFOD Birmingham are looking for volunteers in 
our area to give a short talk or presentation to children and young people to help them learn about the world and to 
inspire them to take action on poverty with CAFOD. Full training and resources supplied. For further information 
please contact CAFOD Birmingham on 01922 722944 or email birmingham@cafod.org.uk. 

FRIDAY CLUB: Meet Friday, 26th May.  Places on the River Cruise outing on 30th June have all been filled. 

PIETY STALL:  Cards and gifts are now available at the Piety Stall for First Holy Communion. 

COLLECTION:  14th May 2017.  Gift Aid: £504.40  Loose: £688.81.    Standing Order: £ 653.00  TOTAL:   £1846.21 

Father O’Mahony Trust:    £79.00 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 8:5-8, 14-17.  They laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

Responsorial  Psalm: R: Cry out with joy to God all the earth. 

Second Reading: 1 St. Peter 3:15-18.  In the body he was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia!. Jesus said: ‘If anyone loves me he will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we shall come to him.’  R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to John 14: 15-21.  I shall ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate. 

Communion Antiphon:  If you love me, keep my commandments, says the Lord, and I will ask the Father and he will 
send you another Paraclete, to abide with you for ever, alleluia. 

Dismissal of the Children 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.  Plant your word within them so that 
they may grow. May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us.  Plant your word within us so 
that we may grow.       ©1995, Paul Inwood, OCP Publications


