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28th May 2017 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

This Feast of the Ascension commemorates the completion of the earthly work of redemption of Jesus and his 
elevation into Heaven by His own power. This took place in the presence of His disciples on the fortieth day of his 
Resurrection. Through his numerous apparitions to hundreds of people between the Day of his Resurrection and his 
Ascension, Jesus proved two things: First he makes the disciples aware that he is the promised Messiah. Second, he 
assures them that he has already overcome death, and those who persevere in their faith shall also overcome death 
and inherit the Kingdom of God forever. He promises them the Holy Spirit who will be with them and guide them 
and they will be his witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 

The Ascension of our Lord took place a long time ago but his parting words are still vibrant to us and must be 
carried out courageously to be his witnesses in the world of today like the first Apostles. Hence the feast of the 
Ascension is not to commemorate a departure but the celebration of the living and lasting presence of Jesus in the 
church. He the Lord, the living head of his Body, the Church, remains always with us as he promised, but now in a 
new way. He is spiritually present. In fact by this celebration we proclaim that the risen Jesus enters into the fullness 
of the glory given him by his Father. As we live this Ascension of our Lord, let us look forward to experience him in 
our lives and be his messengers in the world of today. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

(Vigil Mass)                 5.30pm            Mary Cheal R.I.P 
Sunday 28th                       9.00am           Jackie Anslow R.I.P 
May                                   11.00am           Benedict and Rheannie Madden 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 29th                                9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer                Eucharistic Service 
                               
Tuesday 30th                     9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Pattie Fallows 
                                            6.00pm            Vigil for Juliana Talukder R.I.P. 
                                                                                                                                                             
Wednesday 31st                11.00am           Requiem Mass for Juliana Talukder R.I.P. 
                                                                         
Thursday 1st                                  9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)              Margaret Doyle R.I.P  
June                                                          (DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS) 
                                                                     
Friday 2nd                          7.30pm            Catenian Mass for Vocations 

Saturday 3rd                   9.00am            Brigid Murphy and Teresa Burke R.I.P    CONFESSIONS:  11.00 -11.30am 
_______________________________________________________ 

SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST    YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm          David Fryer R.I.P  
Sunday 4th                                       9.00am          People of the Parish  
June                                    11.00am          Cahal Moen R.I.P.  

mailto:waysideparishoffice@gmail.com


IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Juliana Talukder R.I.P and Nada Minelli 
R.I.P. May they rest in peace.  

SECOND COLLECTION: A second collection will be taken this weekend for Catholic Communications. 

MISSIO RED BOXES: Thank you to all ‘Red Box’ holders who have returned them for emptying and counting.  If 
anyone still has a box at home would you please return it to OLW so we can submit the Parish’s final total to the Mill 
Hill Missionaries.  Empty boxes will be available for collection in the Narthex this weekend. Please tick your name on 
the list which will be available and ensure you put your name on the box seal if it is not already there.   

DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Following the 9.15am on Thursday 1st June, exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will take place from 10.00am onwards in the Day Chapel. This will continue until 5pm when Benediction 
will be celebrated. Would parishioners please sign the list at the back of the Church and agree to be present for a 
period of 30 minutes throughout the day. Time slots are marked on the sheet. Thank you.  

CHARITY CONCERT IN CHURCH:  The Fellowship Singers of Shirley will present ASPECTS OF LOVE, a concert 
to raise money for the Multiple Sclerosis Society, here in the Church on Saturday June 10th 2017, at 7.30 p.m. 
The programme will consist of a wide variety of love-themed music. including: Songs from the shows and classic films; 
A medley of songs from Disney’s Beauty and the Beast; Songs from The Beatles, Adele and others. Doors open 7.00 
p.m. Tickets available at the door. Adults £7.00, children £3.00. Refreshments included. 

PARISH PILGRIMAGE 25th September - 2nd October 2017: Arrangements are now complete with flights 
from Birmingham direct to Naples.   There will be a meeting of all taking part in the Parish Hall on Tuesday 13th 
June 2017 at 7.30pm where final details will be given and outstanding balances taken.  All intending pilgrims will 
receive full information in advance of the meeting. The two places mentioned in the Bulletin have been filled. However 
another single place has become available {may be possible to change it to a double}. If interested please contact Paddy 
Brennan Tel. 0121 744 5346. 

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY: Jane and Colin Elmer are opening their cottage garden, which is near St. 
Alphege Church, on Sunday, 28th May from noon until 6 pm.  Relax and enjoy a soft drink and homemade cake in this 
tranquil secret garden right in the centre of our busy town.  Sadly wheelchair access is not possible due to deep pebbles 
and 3 sets of steps.  The address is 37 Ladbrook Road, Solihull B91 3RN.  All proceeds will go to the Solihull Branch of 
the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  If you want any further information please call the Secretary of the MS Solihull Branch 
on 07941 416303. 

CAFOD SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Could you talk about the work of CAFOD in our school, other local 
Catholic primary and secondary schools and parish youth groups? CAFOD Birmingham are looking for volunteers in 
our area to give a short talk or presentation to children and young people to help them learn about the world and to 
inspire them to take action on poverty with CAFOD. Full training and resources supplied. For further information 
please contact CAFOD Birmingham on 01922 722944 or email birmingham@cafod.org.uk. 

FRIDAY CLUB: Meet Friday, 26th May.  Places on the River Cruise outing on 30th June have all been filled. 

PIETY STALL:  Cards and gifts are now available at the Piety Stall for First Holy Communion. 

COLLECTION:  21st  May 2017.  Gift Aid: £293.70  Loose: £791.38   Standing Order: £ 653.00  TOTAL:   £1738.08 

Father O’Mahony Trust:    £46.00 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11.  He was lifted up while they looked on. 

Responsorial  Psalm: R: God goes up with shouts of joy; the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Ephesians 1: 17-23.  He made him sit at his right hand in heaven. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia! Go, make disciples of all the nations; I am with you always; yes, to the 
end of time.  R:  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to Matthew 28: 16-20.  All authority in heaven and earth has been given to me.  

Communion Antiphon:  Behold, I am with you always, even to the end of the age, alleluia. 

Dismissal of the Children 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.  Plant your word within them so that 
they may grow. May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us.  Plant your word within us so 
that we may grow.       ©1995, Paul Inwood, OCP Publications


