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SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Divine Mercy Sunday 

  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, the Second Sunday of the Easter season. It was named by Pope John Paul II 
at the canonization of St. Maria Faustina on April 30, 2000, and then officially decreed by The Holy See.  This is a 
fitting feast day in this year celebrating the Mercy of God…..    Speaking of God’s divine mercy. God’s mercy is better 
and more profound than any human mercy or compassion could even imagine.  We cannot downplay the 
significance of how different Jesus’ reunion with his disciples is after he rose from the dead, from how the 
expectations of the world might be as there is not a hint of judgement in our Lord’s return….   He does not even 
punish Thomas for his doubt and his demands before he would believe the news that Our Lord had indeed risen.  
Christ meets Thomas where he is at. 

Thomas, in the gospel is so inspiring…. he doubted….but he did not leave…. he was still with the disciples the 
next week….. he struggled…..but the others did not reject him…….    and Jesus strengthened him in his struggle and 
doubts………..   at times in life… we will have doubts and fears……   Jesus shows us all that we are right to trust in his 
promises, even when we do not  always experience the confirmation of the truth of these promises with our own eyes, 
hands and ears…… Thomas is a gift to us in another way. He shows us that the apostles were not gullible or foolish. 
What they experienced in the Risen Jesus was the experience of sensible people, just like you and me. Thinking 
people, who do not easily swallow everything we are told, but nevertheless, they truly did experience Jesus risen 
body and soul and this is what they have steadfastly passed on to all future generations. Today we know that Our 
Lord is certainly worth trusting in, and all his promises are true. We can thank Thomas for Jesus confirming that for 
all future generations,  including us here and now…. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR A  ‘Divine Mercy Sunday’ 

(Vigil Mass)                  5.30pm           People of the Parish   
Sunday 23rd                        9.00am          Margaret Naylor R.I.P                                     
April                                  11.00am           P.J. Ballinger   

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 24th                       9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Eucharistic Service 
                            
Tuesday 25th                      9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            John O’Brien                  
                                                                                                                         
Wednesday 26th                9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer)                            Nancy McCallion                  
                                                                         
Thursday 27th                  10.30am            With school                                                    Benny Farrelly R.I.P. 
                                                                         
Friday 28th                         7.30pm              Sean Waldron                                                                          
                                                                                                                   
Saturday 29th                     9.00am             Martin Gallagher R.I.P.                               CONFESSIONS:  11.00 -11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – YEAR A   

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm            John Farrelly R.I.P 
Sunday 30th                                     9.00am           Kathleen O’Malley 
April                                    11.00am            People of the Parish             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EASTER OFFERINGS: Fr Gerardo is very grateful for the kind and generous Easter Offerings given to him this 
Easter. Thank you for your continued generosity. May God bless you all.   

MISSIO RED BOXES:  Would parishioners who subscribe to the Missio ‘Red Boxes’ in aid of the Mill Hill 
Missionaries work for the Church in developing countries, please bring their filled boxes to Church on the weekend of 
22/23 April so that the contents may be counted.  Please note ‘Our Lady of the Wayside’ Shirley’s total raised in 2016 
was £1199.23.  Thank you all – Shirley & Peter Hanlon. 

FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  Thank you for your very generous support during Lent . £1606 was donated over 
the six weeks of Lent (in addition to the CAFOD fast day) and this has enabled us to send £5000 to CAFOD for famine 
relief in Africa and £2000 to Aid to the Church in Need to help persecuted Catholics throughout the world.  Thank you 
again. 

HOLY PLACES:  The recent collection raised £659.60 for Holy Places.  Thank you for your generosity. 

HOMELESS:  Thank you again for your generosity for this collection which amounted to £329.51. 

FRIDAY CLUB:  Next meeting Friday, 28th April at 2.00pm in the Parish Centre.  Deposits of £10 or £5 will be taken 
for our proposed Summer Outing on Friday 30th June which will take the form of a River Cruise.  This includes 
transport from OLOW, lunch and boat hire.  It is also open to senior parishioners and will be on a first deposit basis.  
Total cost will be £20-25 depending on the interest.  Further details from Paddy Brennan – 0121 744 5346. 

PIETY STALL:  Cards and gifts are now available at the Piety Stall for First Holy Communion. 

TAIZE IN BIRMINGHAM: Friday 28th April-Monday 1st May.  The Taize community are coming to Birmingham 
next weekend.  Around 600 young adults will be arriving from 20 different countries.  The times of Prayer are as 
follows – all are welcome. 

Friday: 7.30pm;  Saturday: 1.15pm & 7.00pm;  Monday: 10.30am.  (All Prayers at St. Martin in the Bullring, except 
Monday at St. Chad’s Cathedral).   

During the weekend there will be an information point at Carrs Lane Church (B4 7SX), details of afternoon workshops 
will be available there or at taize.fr/Birmingham  

MARCH FOR LIFE UK – LIFEFEST17:  2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the passing of the Abortion Act.  This 
year’s March for Life takes place in Birmingham on Saturday, 20th May.  Join Bishop Robert Byrne as we remember 
the 8.7 million lives lost through abortion in the UK.  For more details and full itinerary go to marchforlife.co.uk. 

SVP COMMUNITY CHARITY SHOP, HALL GREEN: Volunteers are required to work at SVP Community 
Charity Shop, 303 Highfield Road, Hall Green, B28.  Opening hours 9.00am to 5.00pm.  Part time hours to suit 
applicant.  In return you could gain valuable retail skills/experience and C.V. enhancement.  Please enquire in shop or 
tel 0121 778 4100 

COLLECTION:   16th April 2017.  Gift Aid: £395.10 .  Loose: £413.03.   Standing Order: £653.00   TOTAL:   
£1461.13 

Father O’Mahony Trust: 9th April - £137.00    16th April - £332.50. 

........................................................................................................................................................................... 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading: Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47.  The faithful all lived together and owned everything in common. 

Responsorial  Psalm 117.  Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has no end. 

Second Reading from the first letter of St. Peter. 1:3-9. In his great mercy he has given us a new birth as his sons by 
raising Jesus from the dead. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Alleluia, alleluia!  Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me.  Happy are those who 
have not seen and yet believe’.  Alleluia!  

The Gospel according to John 20: 19-31.  Eight days later, Jesus came. 

Communion Antiphon:  Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, and do not be unbelieving but believing, 
alleluia. 

Dismissal of the Children 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.  Plant your word within them so that 
they may grow. 
May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us.  Plant your word within us so that we may 
grow. 
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