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26th March 2017 

FOURTH ‘LAETARE’ SUNDAY OF LENT - YEAR A 
  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Today is Laetare Sunday, the day when the opening antiphon for mass is taken from the final chapter of the 

book of the prophet Isaiah: "Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her…” (Isa 66:10-11). The essential idea of today’s 
liturgy is that we reflect on the joy we sense as the days of Lent progress and the time of Holy Week and Easter 
begins to draw near. Arriving at true joy involves coming to terms with reality, seeing clearly who we are and 
where we stand, and the scripture readings for mass take up this theme of perception with some vivid scenes.  

First, we hear the account from the First Book of Samuel in which the great Samuel, whom the Bible is 
careful to identify as a "seer” rather than a "prophet,” was sent by God to Bethlehem to anoint the new king of Israel. 
When Samuel entered the city and encountered Jesse he saw the eldest and strongest of Jesse’s sons, Eliab, standing 
with his father. He thought to himself: "Surely the Lord’s anointed is here before him”. The next image of vision and 
perception comes in the gospel, where we encounter the striking story of the man born blind. The man born blind 
"saw” that he had been given not only the gift of literal sight but that of new life in Christ. On this Laetare Sunday 
given to reflection on Christian joy, let us rejoice in Christ and his gift of new spiritual vision and new life, taking to 
heart St. Paul’s inspired words "You were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light” 

  

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
FOURTH ‘LAETARE’ SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A 

  
(Vigil Mass)                  5.30pm           Stan Carney R.I.P 
Sunday 26th                        9.00am          People of the Parish                    
March                                11.00am          Bridget Conaty R.I.P          

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 27th                       9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)           Eucharistic Service 
                            
Tuesday 28th                      9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)           Pat and Marion Mullen  
                                                                           
Wednesday 29th                 9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)          Daniel and Lizzie Hunt 
                                                                         
Thursday 30th                    9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)          Jimmy and Francie Barry   
                                             7.00pm           Vigil for John Smyth R.I.P 

Friday 31st                          11.00am          Requiem Mass for John Smyth R.I.P 
                                              7.00pm          Stations of the Cross      
                                              7.30pm          Deacon Sean Loone’s Intentions. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Saturday 1st                       9.00am           Tom Corrigan                              Confessions 11.00am – 11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)                    5.30pm            People of the Parish  
Sunday 2nd                                      9.00am            Brigid Murphy & Teresa Burke R.I.P 
April                                   11.00am            Carmel Tipping R.I.P            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IN MEMORIAM:  Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of John Smyth R.I.P and Helena Dunin-Karwicka who 
died recently.  May they rest in peace 

HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY: Our best wishes and prayers to all our Mum’s living in our parish today. May it be restful and 
enjoyable.  

CAFOD: The recent collection for CAFOD raised £1573.  Many thanks for your generosity. 

FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:  The Trust will be making a donation to CAFOD to help with their famine relief work in Sudan.  
We also want to help Aid to Christians in Need with their work in Syria and Iraq.  If you wish to support us in these projects please 
use the boxes at the back of the Church during the six weeks of Lent. 

DEACON SEAN’S SCRIPTURE REFLECTION: Deacon Sean has agreed to speak on the Passion Narrative’s of St John’s 
Gospel on Tuesday 4th April at 7pm in the Studio Hall of Our Lady of the Wayside School. Everyone welcome. 

PASSOVER MEAL: As is our custom during the final weeks of Lent, a Passover or Seder meal will take place on Thursday 6th 
April at 7.00pm in the Church Hall. Should you wish to participate, please write the names of those coming to the meal on the 
lists which are available at the back of the church. Please bring some food that can be shared together.  

HOLY WEEK PENANCE SERVICE: A Service of Penance in collaboration with St Augustine’s Church, will be held here in the 
parish on Tuesday 11th April at 7.00pm. Priests from the Deanery will be present to assist with Confessions. Please do come 
along. 

FRIDAY CLUB: Meet Friday 31st March at 2.00pm in the Parish Centre.  A Summer Day out is being planned for 30th June.  Final 
details at our next meeting. 

PROUD2PROFESS: Newman University, Birmingham, 8th April.  10.00-18.30.  An inspirational day for young people aged 15-25 
years.  Come and explore the theme of World Youth Day.  All are welcome to join us for a day filled with engaging speakers, 
fellowship, workshops, praise and worship and celebration of the sacraments.  Contact: erin.doughty@kenelmyouthtrust.org.uk. 

EASTER CARD CAMPAIGN: There are three lists (different colours) of Prisoners of Conscience, Persecuted Christians and 
Human Rights Groups who need YOUR help to give them hope and friendship. Please take a list or lists and help as many you can. 
N.B The cost of postage will be increasing from the beginning of April.  

ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY: As is our custom here in the parish during Lent, we will be collecting food and clothing for the St. 
Chad’s Sanctuary in Birmingham. We can deposit items in the large boxes provided by the entrance to the Church and in the 
Narthex. The Sanctuary is in need of RICE, TINS OF TOMATOES, COOKING OIL. T shirts, coats and jeans/trousers in slim small 
men's sizes are also needed.  There is also a shortage of childrens’ clothing, particularly for coats for small toddlers aged 2 and 
upwards. Please help in any way you can. Many thanks for your continued generosity. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: There will be Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings in Lent at 7.00pm. Please do come along to 
this wonderful meditation.  

NEW OFFERTORY ENVELOPES:  Envelopes are available 1st/2nd April and 8/9th April.  If you no longer need or want offertory 
envelopes, wish to change to Standing Orders or would like to have envelopes, please contact the Parish Office. 

HOLY WEEK CELEBRATION TIMES:  

HOLY THURSDAY: Mass of the Lord’s Supper:    7.30pm    followed by watching at the Altar of Repose until 10.45pm. 
GOOD FRIDAY:  10.30am Walk of Witness      Solemn Liturgy of the Passion:   3.00pm     Stations of the Cross: 7.00pm 
HOLY SATURDAY: Confessions from 11.00am -  12.30pm     The Easter Vigil: 8.30pm 
EASTER SUNDAY: 9.00am and 11.00am Mass 

COLLECTION:   19th  March 2017.  Gift Aid: £451.50.  Loose: £515.56.   Standing Order: £656.  TOTAL:   £1623.06. 

Father O’Mahony Trust: £253.00 

................................................................................................................................................................................ 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading: Samuel 16: 1, 6-7, 10-13.   David is anointed King of Israel. 
Responsorial  Psalm 22.  R: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.’ 
Second Reading: St. Paul to the Ephesians 5:8-14.  Rise from the dead and Christ will shine on you. 

Gospel Acclamation: R: Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God!  I am the light of the world, says the Lord; anyone 
who follows me will have the light of life.  R: Glory to you, O Christ, you are the Word of God! 

The Gospel according to John 9:1-41.  The blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. 

Communion Antiphon: The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw and I believed in God. 

Dismissal of the Children 
May your holy word take root in them.  May your holy word bear fruit in them.  Plant your word within them so that they may grow. 
May your holy word take root in us.  May your holy word bear fruit in us.  Plant your word within us so that we may grow. 
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