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12th February 2017 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 
  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The Gospel readings for this Sunday is taken from the Sermon on the Mount in the Gospel of Matthew. 
Matthew's Gospel was written primarily for Christians who were grounded in the scripture and traditions of the 
ancient Hebrews--or simply Christians who had first been Jews. The gospel also focused on Jews who were 
considering becoming Christians as well as all who wanted to learn more about this New Way as our faith was first 
called. The ideal expressed in this gospel passage reminds us that external religious observance, though certainly 
important, will never suffice to make us authentic followers of Christ. It is relatively easy to observe rituals and to 
affirm doctrines but, unfortunately, such observance can easily co-exist with an interior attitude that is judgmental 
and unforgiving. As the gospel reminds us, reconciliation with the alienated people in our lives (and often families) is 
more important than meticulous, or even scrupulous, religious observance.  

What is required then is an interior conversion that recognizes one’s own shortcomings and  allowing others 
to be imperfect also. What is most important, however, is an attitude of loving kindness that enables us to notice how 
others are hurting and which gladly reaches out to them, not because they deserve our help, but simply because they 
are in need and our hearts are sensitive to the fact. To love in this way is to be a child of that God who certainly loves 
us more than we deserve. As such, we will also be true followers of Jesus as we make his love present in our world. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SIXTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

  
(Vigil Mass)                  5.30pm           Alan Maggs R.I.P      
Sunday 12th                        9.00am           People of the Parish     
February                           11.00am           Don and Toni Maclean  (50th Wedding Anniversary)     

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 13th                        9.15am            (8.55am Morning Prayer)           Eucharistic Service 
                            
Tuesday 14th                                                  No Mass 
                                                
Wednesday 15th                  9.15am            (8.55am) Morning Prayer          Simon Andrew & Anna Farrao                                    
                                                                                    
Thursday 16th                      9.15am            8.55am) Morning Prayer           John Farrelly R.I.P 
             
Friday 17th                          10.30am           Requiem Mass for Mark Gilligan. R.I.P 
                                                                         (No Evening Mass today) 
                                                                                                                                                     
Saturday 18th                      9.00am            People of the Parish                    Confessions 11.00am-11.30am                                           

_______________________________________________________ 

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)                     5.30pm           Thomas and Ellen McManamon  
Sunday 19th                                       9.00am           Joseph Cronin R.I.P 
February                             11.00am           Olive Mary Dunn R.I.P                             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IN MEMORIAM:  Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Mark Gilligan and Frank Stait who have died recently.  
May they rest in peace 

WEDDING CONGRATULATIONS: We offer our congratulations to Christopher Bills and Breeda Reaney who were married this 
weekend. We pray that God will bless them in the years ahead. 

JUSTICE AND PEACE:  The Justice and Peace Group will be meeting this week on Tuesday, 14th February at 7.45pm in the 
Parish Hall.  Everyone is welcome to come along and see the work being done. 

COFFEE MORNING: Friday, 24th February from 10.30am – 1.00pm at 142 Bills Lane, Shirley (park in Tybury Close).  Bring & 
Buy – Books & DVD’s, handmade cards, tea, coffee and cakes for sale.  Proceeds for Father O’Mahony Trust and Downs Syndrome 
Playgroup Romania. 

40 DAYS FOR LIFE LAUNCH EVENT: ‘Spiritual Warfare Bootcamp’.  Deepen your faith this Lent by coming to learn about the 
spiritual essentials for the pro-life battle with 7 local priests.  Sunday 26th February 2.30pm to 4.00pm.  The Oratory (Upper 
Cloister Room), 141 Hagley Road, Birmingham, B16 8UE. 

40 Days for Life Prayerful Witness, Wednesday 1st March to Sunday 9th April.  Marie Stopes Abortion Clinic in Arthur 
Road, Edgbaston, from 8am to 8pm daily.  People are never left praying alone.  To find out more or book your slot please contact 
Isabel on 17773 501721 or email izzyvs@gmail.com  

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: Friday, 3rd March 2017 at 10.30am at St James, Shirley.  WWDP is the largest 
ecumenical movement in the world covering 170 countries and territories and the only one in which Orthodox, Protestant, Catholic 
and Evangelical come together to worship.  This year’s service has been prepared by the women of the Philippines and is open to 
men and women. 

OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL:  The closing date for applications for the Pre-School year September 2017-
July 2018 is Tuesday, 28th February 2017.  Applications for 2017/18 & 2018/19 for both Pre-school aged children and for OLOW 
Nursery wraparound are currently being accepted.  Children are offered a safe and secure environment to play and learn.  Highly 
trained staff ensure a wide range of activities are undertaken daily.  A fantastic secure outdoor play area, half undercover fresh air 
and exercise enable  enjoyment in all weather.  All children between the ages of 2½-5 years welcome.  Pre-School opening hours are 
9.15am-12.15pm.  Nursery wraround sessions for OLOW afternoon nursery operate between 9.15am-12.30pm.  For further details, 
to arrange a visit or an application form please contact Pre-School (07474 743744) weekdays 9.00am-12.30pm, visit the website at 
www.OLOWpreschool.com or email ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com.  

NATIONAL NOVENA TO ST. JOSEPH:  10-18th March 2017 at St Joseph’s Church in Maidenhead and at Herbert House, 
Freshfield, Liverpool.  Each year the Mill Hill Missionaries prepare for the Feast of St Joseph, their patron, with a special Novena of 
Masses and prayers to ask for God’s blessing on their Society and the missionary outreach of the Church, as well as for the 
intentions of all those who support their work.  You are invited to send in your petitions and/or request a Novena booklet to enable 
you to join in from home by praying the daily Novena prayer.  Please write to Fr. Liam Cummins MHM, St Joseph’s Missionary 
Society, 58 Cookham Road, Maidenhead SL6 7HT or email novena@millhillmissionaries.com.  

CAR PARKING AT REAR OF CHURCH: There are two rows of parking spaces at the rear of the Church.  It would certainly 
help those who find walking difficult if both rows are used and especially the disabled spaces.  Blocking access to the inner row does 
lead to problems for some parishioners.  Thank you for your understanding. 

COLLECTION:  5th February 2017.  Gift Aid: £310.00.  Loose: £489.90.  Standing Order: £656.  TOTAL:   £1455.90 

Father O’Mahony Trust: £123.00 (two weeks) 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading: Ecclesiasticus 15:16-20.  He never commanded anyone to be godless. 
  
Responsorial  Psalm 118:  R: They are happy who follow God’s law!  

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Corinthians 2:6-10.  God predestined wisdom to be for our glory before the ages began. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Speak, Lord, your servant is listening: you have the message of eternal life.  
Alleluia! 

The Gospel according to Matthew 5:17-37.  You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors; but I say this to you. 

Communion Antiphon: They ate and had their fill, and what they craved the Lord gave them; they were not disappointed in what 
they craved. 

Dismissal for Children’s Liturgy of the Word: 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your children, that they may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your people, that we may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
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