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26th February 2017 

EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 
  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The Gospel today is all about our attitude towards money and material possessions. It begins with a 
warning that we cannot serve God and money. We can all think of people who place all their trust in material things 
whether they themselves are rich or poor. Pursuing the acquisition of possessions to the exclusion of other more 
spiritual values is something which ends up destroying our very humanity.  

Jesus uses the word slave to heighten the contrast between our relationship with God and money. According 
to him we should be a slave of God rather than a slave of money. Presumably he is implying that being a slave of God 
is actually a liberating experience, one which brings us true freedom and fulfilment, while becoming a slave of 
money means being oppressed by the weight of our material possessions and ending up captive to them. It is obvious 
that mankind is meant for better than this. We are at root spiritual creatures even if we have one foot firmly planted 
on this earth. Our calling is a high one; we are not meant to cling to material possessions but rather to the things of 
the spirit and we are invited to soar up to the heavens. Our calling is to embrace a life of virtue and to live our life 
with the values of faith, hope and charity at its core. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
EIGHTH  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

  
(Vigil Mass)                  5.30pm           Christine Clark 
Sunday 26th                        9.00am           Jackie Anslow R.I.P 
February                           11.00am           Susan O’Keeffe R.I.P         

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 27th                        9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)           Eucharistic Service 
                            
Tuesday 28th                       9.15am           (8.55am Morning Prayer)           Vincenza Fabrizio R.I.P 

Ash                                               
Wednesday                          9.15am           Liturgy of the Word+ Imposition of Ashes (OLW School) 
1st March                             11.00am          Hugh Burns R.I.P With School 
                                               7.30pm          Private Intention 
                                     
Thursday 2nd                      11.00am          Requiem Mass for Frank Stait R.I.P 
             
Friday 3rd                             7.30pm           People of the Parish                     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Saturday 4th                         9.00am          Bruna Colesan + Exposition     Confessions 11.00am-11.30am                                           

_______________________________________________________ 

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT – YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)                     5.30pm           Brigid Murphy and Teresa Burke R.I.P 
Sunday 5th                                         9.00am           Kevin Geoghan R.I.P 
March                                 11.00am           Mary and Kieran Mc Neill R.I.P  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IN MEMORIAM:  Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Frank Stait, Diana O’Reilly and John Hirons who have 
died recently.  May they rest in peace 

ASH WEDNESDAY: Just a reminder that the Season of Lent will be shortly upon us with the celebration of Ash Wednesday, 
which this year falls on Wednesday 1st March. Mass Times: 11.00am & 7.30pm. This is a day of Fasting and Abstinence. These are 
the norms that govern Fasting and Abstinence: Every person 14 years of age or older must abstain from meat (and items made 
with meat) on Ash Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of Lent. Every person between the age of 18 and 59 (your 59th 
birthday begins your 60th year) must fast on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER: Friday, 3rd March 2017 at 10.30am at St James, Shirley.  WWDP is the largest 
ecumenical movement in the world covering 170 countries and territories and the only one in which Orthodox, Protestant, Catholic 
and Evangelical come together to worship.  This year’s service has been prepared by the women of the Philippines and is open to 
men and women. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS: There will be Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings in Lent at 7.00pm. Please do come along to 
this wonderful meditation.  

ON-LINE 3 MINUTE DAILY RETREAT: The Jesuit Fathers provide an excellent resource for prayer and meditation. If you go 
on-line to: www.loyolapress.com  you will see that it provides a three minute daily retreat. This is an excellent way of doing 
something extra by way of prayer for the season of Lent. Just follow the instructions when accessing the reflection. The mediations 
provided are accompanied by scripture references and gentle background music.  

RITE OF ELECTION: The Rite of Election will take place at St Chad’s Cathedral on Sunday 5th March at 3pm. Please pray for 
Julia Weston who will be receiving the Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil this year. Julia will be baptised into the faith and 
we will be welcoming her formally into our community as she take this important step. Julia currently attends a Journey of Faith 
programme with Fr Gerardo. 

LENT WALK WTH ME: The Lent booklets are available at the back of the Church priced £1 each. Calendars are also available. 

SCRIPTURE REFLECTION DURING LENT: There will be a series of Scripture Reflections on the Sunday readings throughout 
Lent which will be held on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the Parish Hall. This will commence on Wednesday 8th March 2017. 
Everyone welcome. 

CAFOD FAMILY FAST DAY: Friday 10th March is CAFOD Family Fast Day. Envelopes will be distributed next weekend.  

FIRST SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Please remember in your prayers the children of our school and parish, who are 
due to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time during  the weekends of 4th and 11th March. 

40 Days for Life Prayerful Witness, Wednesday 1st March to Sunday 9th April.  Marie Stopes Abortion Clinic in Arthur 
Road, Edgbaston, from 8am to 8pm daily.  People are never left praying alone.  To find out more or book your slot please contact 
Isabel on 17773 501721 or email izzyvs@gmail.com  

OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL:  The closing date for applications for the Pre-School year September 2017-
July 2018 is Tuesday, 28th February 2017.  Applications for 2017/18 & 2018/19 for both Pre-school aged children and for OLOW 
Nursery wraparound are currently being accepted.  Children are offered a safe and secure environment to play and learn.  Highly 
trained staff ensure a wide range of activities are undertaken daily.  A fantastic secure outdoor play area, half undercover fresh air 
and exercise enable  enjoyment in all weather.  All children between the ages of 2½-5 years welcome.  Pre-School opening hours are 
9.15am-12.15pm.  Nursery wraround sessions for OLOW afternoon nursery operate between 9.15am-12.30pm.  For further details, 
to arrange a visit or an application form please contact Pre-School (07474 743744) weekdays 9.00am-12.30pm, visit the website at 
www.OLOWpreschool.com or email ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com.  

COLLECTION:  19th  February 2017.  Gift Aid: £328.10.  Loose: £479.75.  Standing Order: £656.  TOTAL:   £1463.85 

Father O’Mahony Trust: £90.00 

............................................................................................................................................................................................... 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:14-15.  I will never forget you. 
  
Responsorial  Psalm 102:  R: In God alone is my soul at rest.  

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Corinthians 4:1-5.  The Lord will reveal the secret intentions of men’s hearts. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Your word is truth, O Lord, consecrate us in the truth.  Alleluia! 

The Gospel according to Matthew 6:24-34.  Do not worry about tomorrow. 

Communion Antiphon: I will sing to the Lord who has been bountiful with me, sing psalms to the name of the Lord Most High.
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