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29th January 2017 

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - YEAR A 
  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 

My brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

The eight Beatitudes of Matthew's gospel open his lengthy Sermon on the Mount. They are especially 
noteworthy because they strike the keynote for all that follows in that Sermon. Moreover, the first Beatitude strikes 
the keynote also for the seven Beatitudes that follow. The decisive word in this first Beatitude is the word, "poor.” Its 
meaning is derived from a Hebrew word meaning "an afflicted one.” It was first applied, therefore, to those Jews of 
the immediate pre-Christian era who were economically and politically powerless but who continued to hope in God 
even though he seemed to have abandoned them. They were often poor in an economic sense but their more basic 
poverty was in terms of power and control.  

Jesus makes the daring statement that these downtrodden ones should in fact be declared blessed, i.e. 
fortunate. What could possibly justify such a radical and apparently nonsensical conclusion? Jesus certainly does 
not intend to bless powerlessness as such. However, he does affirm the blessedness of those who, because they are 
powerless, are saved from the illusion that worldly power can in fact give them (and us) us the only truly important 
and lasting gifts, such as, love, happiness and life itself. Being delivered from that disastrous illusion, they are called 
blessed or fortunate because they are then free to turn to God, who is ready and willing to give them the Kingdom.  

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)                 5.30pm            People of the Parish  +  Kay Miller R.I.P  
Sunday 29th                      9.00am           Frances Clarke 
January                            11.00am           Margaret Kelly 

______________________________________________________ 
Monday 30th                                               No Eucharistic Service 

                                          6.00pm              Vigil for Bridget O’Neill R.I.P 
                            
Tuesday 31st                    10.15am             Requiem Mass for Bridget O’Neill             

Wednesday 1st                  9.15am             (8.55am Morning Prayer) Martin Smith R.I.P 
                                                                      
Thursday 2nd                  10.00am            Requiem Mass for Sydney ‘Larry’ Dixon R.I.P.                                          
             
Friday 3rd                         10.30am            (With School)  Noel Smith R.I.P  
                                                                       (No Evening Mass)    
                                                                                            
Saturday 4th                     9.00am             Pamela Fabrizio R.I.P   + Exposition    Confessions 11.00am – 11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME – YEAR A 

  
(Vigil Mass)                 5.30pm            Brendan Kilian Scanlon 
Sunday 5th                        9.00am            Daniel Mc Geoghan R.I.P 
February                          11.00am           Tony Dillane R.I.P 

mailto:waysideparishoffice@gmail.com


IN MEMORIAM:  Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the souls of Bridget O’Neill, 
Sheila Reidy, Sydney Dixon and Hugh Burns who have died recently.  May they rest in peace. 

SECOND COLLECTION: A second collection will be taken next weekend in support of the 
charity LIFE which is based here in the Archdiocese. The charity provides support for women, men 
and their families, as an alternative for seeking an abortion. It offers Counselling, housing, 
practical and emotional support too. Please help as best you can.  

PARISH WEBSITE: Volunteers needed to help develop the parish website. Next meeting 
Tuesday 31st January at 4.15pm. Alternatively, e-mail the parish office if interested but cannot 
attend.  

SKITTLES NIGHT: This event will be on Friday 10th February in Our Lady of the Wayside 
School Hall from 6.30pm – 9.00pm. Come and support the School Association and be with friends 
and family. Cost: £2.50 per person or £8.00 for a family of 4 plus children. Pay on the door.  

ST. PAUL’S BOOKSHOP – VACANCY:  There is a vacancy at the bookshop by St. Chad’s 
Cathedral.  It is a part time job (2/3 days per week, with the possibility of becoming a full time 
position in future) requiring someone with an outgoing attitude who is happy to work in the shop 
as well as willing and prepared to promote St Pauls’ relationship with the Catholic Schools and 
Churches of the city and of the Archdiocese.  Salary is negotiable, depending on skills and 
experience.  If interested please contact Lorenzo ‘Torri, Bookshop Manager, St Pauls by St Chad’s 
Cathedral 0121 236 6336.  

CAR PARKING AT REAR OF CHURCH: There are two rows of parking spaces at the rear of 
the Church.  It would certainly help those who find walking difficult if both rows are used and 
especially the disabled spaces.  Blocking access to the inner row does lead to problems for some 
parishioners.  Thank you for your understanding. 

HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE: We now have one person who has volunteered to help 
with the audits needed for fire, disability, Health & Safety etc.  If anyone else would like to help it 
would be very much appreciated.  Please email the Parish Office.  Thank you. 

SALE OF HANDMADE CARDS:  A cheque for £62.70 has been received from the sale of cards 
made by Francine Gemmell.  Thank you to Francine for her hard work and generosity. 

COLLECTION:  22nd  January 2017.  Gift Aid: £332.83.  Loose: £477.56.  Standing Order: £656.  
TOTAL:   £1466.39 

Father O’Mahony Trust:  £98.00 
.................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading. Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13  In your midst I will leave a humble and lowly people. 
  
Responsorial  Psalm 145:  R: How happy are the poor in spirit; theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Corinthians 1:26-31 God chose what is foolish by human reckoning  

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for revealing 
the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children. Alleluia! 

The Gospel according to Matthew 5: 1-12 How happy are the poor in spirit. 

Communion Antiphon:  Let your face shine on your servant. Save me in your merciful love. O Lord, let me never be put 
to shame, for I call on you


