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SOLEMNITY OF MARY,THE MOTHER OF GOD 
  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 

My brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

Today's gospel text suffers somewhat from being removed from its biblical context. We are told that the shepherds 
"went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger.? It is helpful to note that they did 
this only because they had received a vision of angels who told them, "This will be a sign for you: you will find an 
infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger? (Luke 2: 12). 

The beginning of a new year provides us with an opportunity to reflect on the special gift of time. We recall the 
events of the previous year and express our gratitude for all the good things that have happened, all the while being 
aware that there have also been sad and painful and perhaps sinful realities. But most of all we celebrate the 
promise of a new set of months and we try to be hopeful in spite of threats of war and recession and just growing 
older. Today's gospel has a special message for us as we hang up the new calendar with mixed feelings. The fresh 
new year is in some ways like the infant Jesus "wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.? Both the new 
year and the new child seem so vulnerable, but the almighty power of God is hidden in the new year, just as it is in 
the tiny infant. God is fully prepared to wrap our fragile lives and hopes in the warm blanket of his ever-present and 
constant love. 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
SOLEMNITY OF MARY THE MOTHER OF GOD 

(Vigil Mass)                5.30pm              Michael McDaid R.I.P                                              
Sunday 1st                        9.00am              Margaret Campbell R.I.P                                                       
                                          11.00am             Desmond Lennon R.I.P                 

______________________________________________________ 

Monday 2nd                     9.15am              (8.55am Morning Prayer)    Eucharistic Service 
                            
Tuesday 3rd                     9.15am               (8.55am Morning Prayer)    Eric Bombase 

Wednesday 4th               9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)   Joseph Cronin R.I.P. 
                            
Thursday 5th                   10.30am             (with school)                          Kate Moen 
                                        6.00pm               Vigil for Oliver McGovern R.I.P. 

Friday 6th                        12.00pm              Requiem Mass for Oliver McGovern R.I.P.                
                                                                                            
Saturday 7th                    9.00am               John Collins    (Exposition)           Confessions 11.00am – 11.30pm 

_______________________________________________________ 

SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 
  
(Vigil Mass)                 5.30pm            People of the Parish    
Sunday 8th                        9.00am            Sheila Pack R.I.P.   
January                            11.00am           Martin Hurst R.I.P.    
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IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity, please pray for the repose of the soul of Oliver McGovern R.I.P who died recently. 
May he rest in peace.  

THANK YOU FROM FR. GERARDO: Fr. Gerardo would like to thank all of you for your very kind and generous 
cards and gifts along with the Christmas Offerings that were made to him this Christmas.  May God bless you all in the 
hope that 2017 will bring many blessings and joy for you all and your families. 

2017 DIOCESAN DIRECTORY: These are now available from the Piety Stall. 

FATHER O’MAHONY TRUST:   The A.G.M. for the Fr. O’Mahony Trust will be held in the Parish Hall after the 
11.00am Mass on Sunday, 22nd January 2017.  All are welcome to attend to find out more about the work done on your 
behalf by the Trust. 

N E W P A R I S H W E B S I T E : W e a r e g l a d t o a n n o u n c e a n e w p a r i s h w e b s i t e – 
ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk.    We would like the website to become a living part of the parish so please 
have a look.  If you would be interested in volunteering to help develop and improve the site please email the parish 
office. 

PARISH 200 CLUB: Reminders have been sent out by email to those parishioners who bought numbers last year, 
inviting them to renew their subscription.  Please send in your payments to the Parish Office as soon as possible.  If 
anyone would like to join the club, please pick up the information sheet at the back of the Church.  Winners in the last 
12 months were Maire Osmond, Pauline Swancott, Kate Jeyes, Claire Hamilton, Rebecca Enright and Eileen & Paddy 
Fegan. 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: If there are young people in the parish who attend non Catholic schools 
and are in Year 6 and would like to be prepared for receiving Confirmation, then please see Fr Gerardo as soon as 
possible for further details. Thank you.  

OUR LADY OF THE WAYSIDE PRE-SCHOOL:  Applications are now being accepted for the Pre-School year – 
September 2017-July 2018.  A secure, welcoming and stimulating environment is provided for pre-school children, 
easing the transition between home and school.  We endeavour to help every child to enjoy their time at Pre-School 
and achieve their full potential, providing individual, tailored, encouraging and supportive care for children and their 
parents/carers through our key person system. The highly trained staff ensure that a wide range of activities are 
undertaken daily and with the fantastic secure outdoor play area, half undercover, fresh air and exercise can be 
enjoyed in all weather.  All children between the ages of 2 and a half – 4 years welcome.  Opening hours are 
9.15am-12.15pm.  The Nursery wraparound sessions for OLOW afternoon nursery operates between 9.15am-12.30pm.  
For further details, to arranged a visit or an application form please contact Pre-School (07474 743744) weekdays 
9.00am – 1.30opm or alternatively, visit our website at www.OLOWpreschool.com or email  
ourladyofthewaysidepreschool@gmail.com  

ReCOM SILVER SURFER COMPUTER AND TABLET CLASSES IN SHIRLEY:  If you are over 50 and want 
to learn how to use your Computer/Tablet or would like to improve on your IT skills, in a relaxed and friendly setting, 
ReCOM’s classes could be for you.  ReCOM will be running ‘Silver Surfer’ Computer and Tablet classes in Shirley 
throughout 2017.  Classes are extremely popular, to avoid disappointment register early by either ringing 0121 663 
0335 or email admin@recom.org.uk for more information. 

COLLECTION:  25th  December 2016.  Gift Aid: £308.00.  Standing Order: £656.  TOTAL: £964.00   

Father O’Mahony Trust:  £254.00 

.................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading. Numbers 6:22-27.  They are to call down my name on the sons of Israel, and I will bless them. 
  
Responsorial  Psalm: 66.  O God, be gracious and bless us. 

Second Reading: St. Paul to the Galations 4:4-7.  God sent his Son, born of a woman. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! At various times in the past and in various different ways, God 
spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our own time, the last days, he has spoken to us 
through his Son.   Alleluia! 

The Gospel according to Luke 2:16-21. They found Mary and Joseph and the baby…  When the eighth day came, they 
gave him the name Jesus. 

Communion Antiphon: Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and for ever. 
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