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27th November 2016 

THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  …………………………………………………………………………………...................................... 

My brothers and sisters in the Lord, 

Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel are addressed to his immediate disciples but, of course, they are also 
addressed to Christians in whichever era that they live, because Christ wants every one of us to be ready for that 
great Day of Days when he will come in glory ready to judge the living and the dead.  

As we begin this new liturgical year with the season of Advent we are alerted by the Church and told to be on 
our guard and to prepare ourselves to be ready for the second coming of Christ. The word Advent literally means 
coming and during this important liturgical season we prepare ourselves for the two great comings of Christ: first 
for the anniversary of his coming into our world as an infant in Bethlehem and secondly for when he comes as the 
Great Judge and Lord of all at the end of time. The preparation for both of these comings is exactly the same. We 
confess our sins and we resolve to become more faithful disciples of Christ. We recommit ourselves to his service and 
we choose again to embrace his Gospel of love.  

Jesus Christ entered our world as a tiny babe on that first Christmas Day. And as his followers we celebrate 
the anniversary of that great event with immense joy and love in our hearts. And in order to do this well we get 
ourselves ready during this season of Advent. We give our souls a bit of a spring clean and we put our lives in order 
so that we are spiritually ready to celebrate this great Christian feast worthily and well 

MASSES DURING THE WEEK 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)              5.30pm               Pamela Fabrizio R.I.P. 
Sunday 27th                   9.00am               People of the Parish 
                                       11.00am               John Hutcheson R.I.P. 

______________________________________________________ 
Monday 28th                9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)       Eucharistic Service 
                            
Tuesday 29th                 9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)        Joseph Cronin R.I.P. 
                                                                                                                     
Wednesday 30th           9.15am                (8.55am Morning Prayer)        Hugh Quin  
                            
Thursday 1st                  9.15am                 (8.55am Morning Prayer)        Phil & Veronica Winsper 
                                              
Friday 2nd                      7.30pm                Ellie Nicholl 
                                                     
Saturday 3rd                  9.00am                Christine Black R.I.P.      Confessions 11.00am – 11.30am 

_______________________________________________________ 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: YEAR A 

(Vigil Mass)              5.30pm                 Patrick McManus R.I.P.    
Sunday 4th                     9.00am                 People of the Parish 
December                     11.00am                 Mrs Theresa Greene R.I.P.    

mailto:waysideparishoffice@gmail.com


IN MEMORIAM: Of your charity please pray for the repose of the souls of Phyllis Bowater R.I.P, Valerie Griffiths R.I.P and Peter 
Mowbray R.I.P who died recently. May they rest in peace. 

NEW PARISH WEBSITE: We are glad to announce a new parish website – ourladyofthewaysidechurchshirley.co.uk.    We would 
like the website to become a living part of the parish so please have a look.  If you would be interested in volunteering to help 
develop and improve the site please email the parish office. 

ADVENT GREETING CARD CAMPAIGN: Please will you help? So many people suffer terrible injustices and persecutions 
await your card to give them hope and to let them know they are not forgotten. On the display table at the back of the church there 
are two lists (green & yellow sheets), with different people on each list. Please take one or both lists and follow the instructions 
carefully and DO NOT send religious cards except to those indicated, otherwise you will worsen their conditions.  Please support 
this campaign remembering that Our Lord was once a Prisoner of Conscience. 

ST CHAD’S SANCTUARY APPEAL: In previous years, parishioners have kindly donated items of food. However, we would be 
very grateful this year, if parishioners can donate items of clothing instead. These would include warm hats, scarves and especially 
gloves, please. We would also welcome trainers, please, in sizes 41-43/ 8, 9 & 10. Thank you for your continued support. 

MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED: A Memorial Service organised in conjunction with Braggs 
Funeral Directors will be held in Church this coming Thursday on 1st December at 7.00pm. All welcome.  

SECOND COLLECTION: A Second Collection will be taken next weekend for the Poor Parishes of the Archdiocese. 

ADVENT TALK: Deacon Sean will be giving a talk on the Infancy Narratives of St Matthew’s Gospel on Thursday 8th December at 
7.00pm in the Studio Hall of Our Lady of the Wayside School. All welcome. 

ADVENT PENITENTIAL SERVICE: A Service of Reconciliation will be celebrated at St Augustine’s Church, Solihull on Tuesday 
20th December at 7.00pm. Please do come and try and come along to this event. There will be priests from the Deanery who will be 
present to hear confessions. 

THE SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: If there are young people in the parish who attend non catholic schools and are in 
Year 6 and would like to be prepared for receiving Confirmation, then please see Fr Gerardo as soon as possible for further details. 
Thank you.  

CATHOLIC YOUTH SERVICE:  Thank you for last weekend’s second collection taken for the Catholic Youth Service which 
raised at total of £579.63. 

URGENTLY REQUIRED: An organist/pianist is urgently needed to accompany the 5.30pm Saturday Mass and the 9.00am 
Sunday Mass.  If you are available to play please contact Father Gerardo as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

PARISH HEALTH & SAFETY AUDITS:  Help is needed with the audits.  No prior experience on audits is required, just a 
willingness on a regular basis to walk around the Church site with a critical eye and fill in paperwork with recommendations.  
Guidance and support will be offered.  Please see Father Gerardo if you are interested. 

BLESSING OF THE GRAVES: The Blessings will take place at the cemeteries listed below at 2pm:- 
Yardley:          Sunday 27th November           Wythall & St Nicholas:  Sunday 27th November 

MARYVALE INSTITUTE: The second annual Redford Lecture in memory of Canon John Redford will be delivered by Rt. Rev. 
John Arnold, Bishop of Salford, entitled ‘Pope Francis: A New Challenge for Everyone’.  This will take place on Wednesday, 30th 
November at 7.30pm at Maryvale Institute, Old Oscott Hill, Birmingham B44 9AG.  For further information tel. 0121 360 8118 or 
email: enquiries:Maryvale.ac.uk. 

COLLECTION:  20th  November 2016.  Gift Aid: £347.50.  Loose: £545.21.  Standing Order: £656.  TOTAL: £1,543.71.                     
Father O’Mahony Trust: (Two weeks) £75.50. 
.................................................................................................................................................................................................. 
TODAY’S MASS: 

First Reading. Isaiah 2:1-5. The Lord gathers all nations together into the eternal peace of God’s kingdom. 
  
Responsorial  Psalm: 121.  I rejoiced when I heard them say: ‘Let us go to God’s house. 

Second Reading: St Paul to the Romans 13:11-14.  Our salvation is near. 

Gospel Acclamation:  Alleluia, Alleluia! Let us see, O Lord, your mercy and give us your saving help.  Alleluia! 

The Gospel according to Matthew 24:37-44.  Stay awake so that you may be ready. 

Communion Antiphon: The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase. 

Gathering Song:   
Come into our lives, Light of the Nations; come into our lives, Hope of the Poor 
Come into our hearts, fill us with gladness; come into our hearts, bring us your peace. 

Dismissal for Children’s Liturgy of the Word:   
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your children, that they may hear your word, hear your word with gladness. 
Lord, send your blessing down, down upon your people, that we may hear your word, hear your word with gladness.


